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R. Clap's Fin ble exciexled, a brief f 
tory- en Vindication, &c. When it firſt 
appeared from the Preſs, was thought by 
"ay \ ſo beneath "the Preſident, ſo unworthy his 
ny —2 and Character, that out of Regard o him, 
and his Uſe efulneſs, They omitted to male any ſublio 
Remarks upon it, ix Hopes that bis Credit would 
have been in ſome good Meaſure Javed ly a general 
J t lence about, and Diſregard to his . Miſtakes, and 
PE, ' fengenuons Mlſrepreſentations : Accerdingly the 
Following Remarks (which were chi ey wrote at e 
leiſure Hour, without. any, Deſign for the Preſs) 
- would probably never have been made public, bad not 
the Preſident's Piece been very induftricuſly diſperſed, 
and much Streſs laid upon it by the Preſident him. 
=; If, and ſome. of his Friends; ; 'to. the promoting a 
mong People, a Spirit of - Suſpicion, Diſaffetti 21; 
and Cenſoricuſneſs. ett this Reafen many Friend; 
to Truth and Chriſtian Liberty, are of Opinion 
that, tho the Piece has. been ſome Months abroad, 
Het it ts expedient that it be anſivered, on animed. 
verted upon; at the Defre therefore of a Number 
e Such, the-following Remarks, are now made yith- 
lic, and recommended to the Notice of All,” IA 
ore in Heart Concern 4 for the I ntereſt of Truth, - 
and Peace, 


By che Auron. 
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8 tis Seri ins. teach my zan and adequate 3 
Conceptions of the Deity, as as they give us 
the Knowledge. of Qurſelves, and of out 
Relation to Gop, as they give us tlie Knowledge of 


the inviſible World, *andſhew- us that Heaven is de- 


fined, as a Reward for Virtue; as they teach us the 
Redemption purchaſed by (it, and the Qualifica- 
tions that we muſt really * perſonally. become poſ: 
ſeſſed of, in order to final and Teekkading Happineſs ; 
they are of the greateſt Moment, and laſt Concern 
do Men; Tis therefore great Pity that any Thing 
won be wrote or ſaid; that has 3 natural Tenden- 
ey, to take off the Minds of Mankind from them 
as a Rule of Faith and Manners; or that they ſhould 
22 en to . ney Deſigns unworthy their 
The plous F conkers of the New Englund Church&; 
profeſſed to receive the Bible as the only fure Rule 
and Teſt in Matters of Religion. This unſpeakable 
Gift of Heaven to the Churches, they held faſt; and 
declared that they formed not their religious Sentiments 
by human $chethek and Syſtems of Divinity, nor re- 
teived for Doctrines the nden and Inſtitu- 
tions of Men. They could not bear to be in Bondage 
to the Opinions and Compoſitions of fallible Men. 
They would not ſuffer any of their Fellow- Men to 
have Dominion over their Faith, who were liable to 
err as well as themſelves. T hey were utterly againſt 
8 Fee fubmir- 
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ſubmitting to any Standards and Rules of Faith 
and Practice, but the Word of Gop. They could not 
bear to hear of any Church or Council, Sect or Par- 
ty's being ſet up as decifive Judges and Maſters in 
Matters of Faith. And they choſe rather to leave 
their Habitations, and their dear native Country, and 
all their pleaſant Accommodations there, and remove 
into this then a howling Wilderneſs, a Land of Dark- 
neſs and of the Shadow of Death, and prepare them- 
ſelves Habitations here, where they might freely 
ſearch the Scriptures, and believe and practiſe ac- 
cording, to what they ſhould find therein; than con- 
tinue in their antient pleaſant Seats, under the En- 
cumbrance of being Subject to the Authority. of 
mortal and uninſpired Men in Matters of Faith. 
And amidſt all the Hardſhips and Trials they had to 
conflict with in this Land, they rejoiced, they glori- 
ed in their religious Liberty. They ſolaced them- 
ſelves with ſearching the Scriptures. And if there were 
any different Sentiments among them, their Enquiry 
was not ſo much what was the Opinion of Luther 
and Calvin, of this or the other Man, as what faith 
the Scripture. They were willing to conſult the 
Writings.of good and great Men ; to learn and be 
inſtructed, and to improve them as Helpers to aſſiſt 
them in ſearching the Scriptures, but not as Lords 
MK. 5; RY 
They indeed gave their Aſſent to ſome Confeſſions 
of Faith, as being in their Opinion agreeable to the 
Word of Gop : But at the ſame Time were careful 
to let it be known, that they received theſe Doctrines, 
not upon the Authority of theſe Confeſſions or the 
Compilers of them, but of the Word of Gop ; and 
reſerved Liberty to difſent from any Propoſition in 
theſe Compoſures, if upon any more diligent Search 
of the Scriptures, they ſhould find the ſame not ac- 
cording, to the Doctrine of the Bible: And recoms 
* mended it to All to try the Doctrines of theſe Con- 
ts OE © * feffions, 
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feſſions, by that only Rule of Faith. Thus the El- 
ders and Meſſengers of the Conneficut Churches aſ- 
ſembled by Delegation at Say-Brook, when they con- 
ſented to the Savoy Confeſſion of Faith, declared, 
that they did not aſſume to themſelves, that any 
Thing be taken upon Truft from them, but com- 
** mended to their People, that they be immoveably 
ce and unchangeably agreed in the oNLY SUFFICIENT 
and invariable Rule of Religion, which is the Ho- 
ly Scripture, the fixed Canon incapable of Addi- 
tion or Diminution. You ought (lay they) to ac- 
count nothing antient, that will not ſtand by this 
© Rule, nor any Thing new that will.” They fur- 
ther recommended to their People, to be deter- 
** mined by this Rule [the holy Scripture] in the 
whole of Religion; That your Faith (ſay they) be 
right and divine, the Word of Gop muſt be the 
«© Foundation of it, and the Authority of the Word 
e the Reaſon of it*. This was ſo important a Point 
with' them, that in' Order to engage the Attention of 
People, thereunto they took Care to have the follow- 


La 


ing Article of that Confeſſion printed with a different 


Type. Viz. ** The Supreme Judge by which all Contro- 
« werfies of Religion are to be determined, and all De- 
© crees f Councils, Opinions of antient Writers, Doc- 
ce trines of Men and private Spirits, are to be examined, 
& and in whoſe Sentence we are to reſt, can be no other 
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te but the holy Scripture delivered by the Spirit; into 
e zwbich Scripture fo delivered, our Faith is finally re. 


e E | * 
Ax p doubtleſs it would have been grievous to 
thoſe good and excellent Men, if even their own 


Doctrines and Opinions ſhould have been defended 


in a Manner inconſiſtent with their Profeſſion, and 
that free Enquiry, and full Subjection to the holy 
Scriptures they recommended. They never intended 
to ſet themſelves up as Maſters of Faith, and to 
OT 2 | have 
© Preface to the Confeſſion, Oc. p. 6. + Chap, I. Sect. x. 
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have their Opinions impoſed upon Others as Tefts of 
Orthodoxy and right Believing. Nor would it have 
been agreeable to their Profeſſion to have ſupported 
their F aith by the Authority of any other fallible 
Men. Much leſs was it in their Thoughts to ſet up 
this Confeſſion as a Rule to interpret the holy Scrip- 
tures by. No; ſo far from this that it was one of 
the Articles of their Belief, that, „the infallible 
„Rule of Interpretation of Scripture, is the Scrip- 
« ture itſelf ; and that when there is a Queſtion about 
< the true and full Senſe of any Scripture it muſt be 
* ſearched and known by other Places, that ſpeak 
„ more: clearly*.” . They fully renounced the Au- 
thority of all human Standards of Faith. 

IAM ſorry then that any Gentleman ſhould ander. 
take to defend the Doctrines of theſe good Men, in 
ſuch a Way as will tend to ſet up that human Au- 
thority in Matters of Faith which they ſo fully re- 
nounced, and to cauſe the Faith of Men to ſtand, 
not in the Power of Gor, but in the Wiſdem of Men : 
And which inſtead of vindicating the Doctrines of 
thoſe good and great Men, will rather expoſe them, 
as thoꝰ they relied upon the REY of Men, and 
not of Gop. 

Mx. Preſidents Piece, which he calls a Thiftory 


1 Vindication of the Doctrines of the New- Eu- 


land Churches, ſeems to be of this Nature: For 
what Argument hath he produced in Vindication of 
theſe Doctrines, that doth not rely upon the Autho- 
ons of fallible- Men in Matters of Faith ? 

I am perſwaded the New-Exngland Churches will 
not thank Mr. Pr. for this Piece, nor imagine that 
their Doctrines are vindicated by it: They will doubt- 
leſs rather fear leſt Thoſe of different Sentiments take 
Occaſion to triumph over them, as tho' their Faith 
ſtood only in the Wiſdom of Men, and could only bg 
en by human 1 ä | 

K. 
af ' Confeion of Fit, | Chip I. Sect. . | 


_ os. of 
Mx. Preſident, after having introduced himſelf, 
by a juſt Obſervation, on the importance of Religi- 
on; fills up eight or nine Pages, in proving, that 
the Calviniſtic Doctrines, have been generally received 
in the Neto-England Churches from the Beginning of 
this Country. And in my Opinion he has proved his 
Point. But will it, from thence follow that theſe Doc- 
trines, are the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion? 
No : This is an inſufficient Proof, and which we of 
theſe Churches are not willing to rely upon. We are 
ſenſible, and the Pr. I am confident will allow, that 
it is poſſible, and-has often been the Caſe, that Num- 
bers of Men have believed Errors, from Generation 
to Generation, and conſequently that theſe Doctrines 
may be falſe; notwithſtanding they have been owned 
and believed, by ſuch Numbers, and for ſo long a 
Time: And that they ought to be deemed ſo, were 
there no other Evidences for their Support. Truth 
and Error are not like Worms and Butterflies, that 
Metamorphoſe one into another. Truth is immuta- 
ble, believing of it a thouſand Years makes no Al- 
teration : The ſame may be faid of Error, it will 
never become Truth by being believed. Theſe Things 
I obſerve, not that it is my Deſign to perſuade Men ta 
believe theſe Doctrines to be falſe ; but to remove all 
falſe Reaſoning from their Minds, ſo far as I am capa- 
ble of it; that they may judge of Truth by good 
Evidence, and that Truth may ſtand upon its own 
Baſis ; and to inform Thoſe that receive not theſe 
Doctrines, that we don't build upon ſo ſandy a Foun- 
dation, nor rely upon fo inſufficient a Proof ; for we 
readily allow that if this Argument will prove that 
Calviniſm is the true Faith, the ſame Argument would 
have proved, that the Tdolatry of Egypt, Greece and 
Rome, was the true Religion, in oppoſition to the 
Religion of the Gop of Heaven; and that Arminia- 
niſm, now amongſt the Roman Catholicks, is the ge- 
nuine Religion of Cbriſt; as they according to the 
: | Preſident 


(8) 
Preſident have believed thoſe Doctrines, about two 
hundred Years, See Page 33. Indeed this Argu- 


ment would prove that there might be an Hundred 
true Religions, or rather prove that there was none 
at all; becauſe Reaſoning from falſe Principles, and 


Judging upon inſufficient Evidences, have a Tendency 
to <A Truth itſelf, in the Minds of Men. 
The Preſident's Deſign was to to perſuade us to be- 
lieve that the Calvinitic Doctrines were the pure 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion; elſe why does 
he ſtile his Piece a Vindication of thoſe Doctrines? 
Now this Argument, viz. that the Churches of 
New-England, &c. have generally believed them, is 
the main Argument he has made uſe of for the Sup- 

ort of them. This being the Caſe, I think we have 
3 to complain of the Abuſe he has offered to 
us, and not only to Us, but to Truth itſelf; For 
if theſe Doctrines be true, as the New-England 
Churches have believed them to be, this Argument, 
does, not prove them to be ſo; And *tis really an 
Injury to Truth, to produce any Argument for the 
Support of it, that will ſupport a Falſhood as well 
becauſe this is putting Truth and Error upon the 


ſame Baſis, and is in Fact confounding Truth itſelf. 


MR. Preſident proceeds, Page 9, 10, 11, 12. to 
give an Account of the Riſe and Foundation of 
our College, and of the End for which it was erected; 
together with the Reſolves and Rules that have beer 
made in ſaid College, from Time to Time, for the 
Government of its Members, Fc. but as to the 
Foundation of this College, or of Colleges in general, 
I ſhall fay nothing; but refer my Readers, to the 
learned and ingenious Author, A. Z. whoſe Piece 
on this Subject has been lately printed: And ſhall 
content myſelf by making ſome Obſervations, on 
the Reſolves of the Reverend Corporation of Yale- 


College, made Nov. 21, 1753, as publiſhed in the 


Preſident's Piece, Page 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17. 
Ne OE „ „ e 
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I suprOSE Mr. Preſident imagined the Doctrines 
of the New-Eng/and Churches received ſome Confir- 
mation by theſe Reſolves; or elſe I can't gueſs for 
what Purpoſe they were here introduced. But then 
they ſeem to me to be ſo illy calculated for ſuch a 
Purpoſe, ſo inconſiſtent with the profeſſed Principles 
of the New-England Churches, and even with them- 
ſelves, that they tend rather to overthrow than eſta- 
bliſh the Doctrines of theſe Churches. 

For, Firſt I obſerve they are a Contradiction in 
themſelves, and that they are inconſiſtent one with 
the other. ------ | 

In their firſt Refolve, they ſay, ** the Scriptures 
*« of the Old and New-Teſtament, are the onLY 
„ RuLE, of Faith and Practice, in all Matters of 
Religion, and the Sr AN DARD by which all Doc- 
«« trines, Principles and Practices in Religion are to 
* be tryed and judged,” in their ſecond Reſolve, 
they ſay, that the Aſſembly's Catechiſm and Con- 
% feſſion of Faith, contain a true and juſt Summa- 
* ry of the moſt important Doctrines of the Chriſ- 
„ tian Religion, and that the true Senſe of the ſa- 
* cred Scriptures is juſtly collected and ſummed u 
in thoſe Compoſitions,” and in their fifth Reſolve 
ſay, that every Perſon who ſhall hereafter be cho- 
„ ſen, a Preſident, Fellow, Profeſſor of Divinity, 
or Tutor, ſhall, before he enter upon the Execu- 
„ tion of his Office, publickly give his Conſent, to 


the Catechiſm and Confeſhon of Faith; as con- 


«Cc 


taining a juſt Summary of the Chriſtian Religion 
as before expreſs*d, and renounce alt Doctrines, or 
Principles contrary. thereunto ; and ſhall paſs thro? 
ſuch an Examination, as the Corporation think 
proper, in order to their being fully ſatisfied that 
he does it truly, without any Evaſion or Equivo- 
«« cation;” and in their eighth Reſolve fay, that 
sin as much as it is eſpecially neceſſary, that a Pro- 
* feflor of Divinity be ſound in the Faith, beſides 

* 5 ner en r e a the 
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1 the common Tests before mentidned, be ſhall 
10 publickly exhibit a full Confeſſion of his Faith, 
«© &c.” What now, do the Corporation mean by 
theſe common TESTS or RuLts, for. Teſt and Rule 
are only two Words for one and the ſame Thing, 
which is Evident from the Reſolves themſelves, for 
by TzsTs here, 'tis obvious they mean, the m_ 
chiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, and that they a 
uſed for the Meaſure of Doctrines, for the ſame Par- 
poſe the Scriptures are uſed, which they ſay are the 
only Rule: So that from the Terms themſelves, as 
well as from the Application of the Things to the 
fame Purpoſe; tis Evident that the Corporation mean 
one and the ſame Thing by TzsT and Rurx. 
Here is therefore the Contradition, the Corporation 
firſt ſay the Scriptures are the onLy Rl E, and then 
make two more. If the Scriptures are the only Rule 
for the Trial of Doctrines, the Confeſſion of Faith 
and Catechiſm can be no Rule or Teſt, if there be 
any Meaning in Terms; if there be no Meaning to 
Words, then the Word onLy may mean One, Ten, 
or any other Number or Thing juſt as Men pleaſe. 
SSO N DI, I obſerve, that the Citeckiſm and 
Confeſſion of Faith, are no Rol E or TzsT for the 
Meaſure and Trial of Doctrines: and that they 
ought not to be uſed as fuch. Firſt, they are ns 
Rule, nor may they be uſed for this Purpoſe, be- 
cauſe tis not abſolutely certain that they are commen- 
ſurate, or equal to the only Standard, the Word of 
Gop. The Corporation indeed give it as their Opi- 
nion, that they are a juſt Summary of the important 
Doctrines of Revelations ; but is. this ſufficient for 
making them a Rule? By no Means, they ought 
certainly to know that they are equal, if they will 
make them a Rule for the Meaſure of Doctrines ; tis 
not right for me to ſell by a Meaſure, the Content 
of which is not certainly known, becauſe I am of the 
| Opinion that it is in equal to a * . 
muy 


I muſt know it to be exactly equal, before I can takes 
Uſe of it for that Purpoſe ; and whether in that Caſe 
I can be juſtified, will be determined by and by; now 
this is the Caſe reſpecting theſe. Compoſures : The 
Corporation do not know that they are exactly equal 
to the only Rule, viz. the Scriptures; conſequently 
if they make theſe a Rule for Meaſuring, they mea» 
ſure by ſomething the Meaſure of which is uncer- 
tain, and for that Reaſon can never be a Rule. 
Secondly, Ir the Catechiſm. and Confeſſion, were a 
Juſt Summary of the Doctrines of the Old and 
New-Teſtament, or were theſe Compoſitions - ex- 
actly commenſurate to the only Rule; yet they are 
no Rule for the Meaſure of Doctrines nor may 
they be uſed as ſuch, becauſe they are not ſtamped 
by proper Authority; the divine Legiſlator, whoſe 
only Right it is to make Rules. for this Purpoſe, has 
not put upon them any Evidence of his Approbati- 
on of them as: Rules; and therefore they may not 
be uſed as ſuch. For his approving of them as 4 
Rule, and putting ſome Mark on them in Evidence 
of his Approbation of them as ſuch; makes them a 
Rule, and . without this, .they are no Rule at all, 
When a Bulhel is ſealed by proper Authority, it 
then becomes a Rule for Meaſuring ; but it will not 
follow, that every Veſſel that contains exactly the 
Quantity of the Buſhel above mentioned, is a Rule 
for Meaſuring, and may be uſed for that End; for 
tis not the Veſſel or the Quantity it contains, that 
makes it a Rule for Meaſuring : No, but proper Au- 
thority's ſaying .it ſhall be a Rule, and Stamping it 
for that Purpoſe. . Conformable hereto, all our 
Weights and Meaſures, which are our. Rules by 
which we meaſure Things that are bought and ſold, 
are ſealed by {proper Authority, and tis illegal to 
make Uſe of them if not ſealed, tho? they ſhould 
be right as to the Quantity they contain, antecedent 
to their being ſealed ; for an Reaſon, that they are 
pg; ts F 155 


— 


6— . nnen tt! 


| | | (-12 } | 
[ | ns Rule without Sealing; or in other Words, they 
| | ire no Rule without that Authority ſays they ſhall 
be a Rule, whoſe only Right it 1s to make a Rule. 
11 | Moreover, it is a Thing of fatal Tendency, to 
wi make any Meaſure a Rule for Meaſuring, unleſs it 
1 be ſealed for that Purpoſe. Suppoſe I have a Mea- 
| ſure, between which and the STANDARD of the Go-' 
vernment, there is no perceptible Difference; ſup- 
poſe another Man ſhould conform his Meaſure to 
mine, and ſo on for a thouſand Times; tho? there 
ſhould be no perceptible Difference between any of 
the two Meaſures that have been compared together, 
yet there may be. great Odds between the two Ex- 
tremes ; for a thouſand Degrees of Variation, tho? no 
one Degree ſhould be perceivable by itſelf, will make 
great Odds when the Sum is viewed in the two Ex- 
tremes. If we apply this to the preſent Caſe, ſup- 
pole the Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, ſhould 
be allowed to be a Rule for this Reaſon, becauſe 
there is no perceivable Difference between them 
and the Scriptures ; may not another human Com- 
oſition be allowed to be a Rule, becauſe there is no 
perceptible Difference between that, and the Cate- 
chiſm and Confeſſion (thoſe two Things that agree to 
- a Third, exactly agree between themſelves) and fo 
on; at what an aſtoniſhing Diſtance ſhall we get to 
by and by from the Standard ? Any Man that con- 
fiders how arbitrary Words are, and that ſcarce any 
two Men affixes the ſame Number of Ideas exactly, to 
the ſame Term ; muſt be convinced, how uncertain 
and pernicious ſuch a Method of proceeding would 
prove, if Mankind could be ſo weak as to come in- 
to it, | 
TrirDLY, The Rule the Corporation have made, 
for ſettling the Meaning of Terms made Uſe of in 
the Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, is no Rule, 
Por does it deſerve that Name. 8 | 
But before I proceed on this Obſervation, I beg 
Leave to ſay, I imagine this Rule was . 
tende 


(13) 
tended to fettle the Meaning of thoſe Phraſes, which 
never wanred to be ſettled ; for as the Scriptures 
would not avouch them, there is n Neceſſity they 
ever ſhould be ſettled for Divinity's Sake : Tho! it 
might be neceſſary, to ſupport a Party and a Faction. 
Eccleſiaſticks impoſing upon Mankind their own un- 
ſcriptural Terms, and demanding their Aſſent to the 
Same; has diſtracted the Chriſtian World, and made 
it often drunk with the Blood of the Saints : Which 
may Gop prevent for the Future,by inſpiring the Mi- 
niſters of his Religion, with a ſounder n 
and a more Chriſtian Temper. 
But to return-— 

The Reverend Corporation ſay, that the Terms 
* ind Phraſes in ſaid Compoſures, ſhall be under- 
* ſtood and taken in the ſame Senſe, in which ſuch 
* Terms and Phraſes have been generally uſed in 
„the Writings of Proteſtant Divines; and eſpeci- 
« ally in their Publick Confeſſions of Faith.“ Now, 
if this Confeſſion and Catechiſm are to be conſidered 
as a Teſt of Orthodoxy, and a Standard of Faith; 
this is a very unreaſonable, unjuſt Method of in- 
terpretting the Terms thereof. 
Indeed if they are conſidered only as a Declan 
of the Opinions of their Authors, I know no better 
Way of finding their Senſe, than by carefully con- 
ſulting their other Writings, and the Confeſſions that 
were drawn up by Men of the ſame Sentiments, and 
the other Writings of ſuch Men. But if they 
are to be regarded : as a Standard of right Belief, ſub- 
_ ordinate to the Holy Scriptures 3 the Caſe is quite 
otherwiſe. The Queſtion in this Caſe, is not at all in 
what Senſe the Authors of theſe Compoſures uſed 
the Words and Phraſes thereof, and intended to have 
them taken; but the only Queſtion is, in what Senſe 
the ſeveral Poſitions in them do agree with the Hi 
Scriptures; and in this Senſe they ought be t 
ma, pounded, and. in no other, The cg 
0 8 B 2 l 
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this is obvious, viz. that the Poſitions contained in 
theſe Compoſures, are true only in that Senſe of 
them, in which they agree with the Scriptures. 
- Taz Rule of Interpretation here given, is alſo im- 
practicable. For how ſhall we be able to examine 
all the Writings and Commentaries, and Confeſſions 
of the Proteſtant Divines? How can we come at 
them, in this Part of the World? Alaſs for us! If 
we muſt have a Standard of Faith impoſed upon us, 
that we ſhall not be able to find the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of, without going to I know not what Writers 
and Commentators and Confeſſions ! © 
II is: alſo uncertain; for there have been, and ſtill 
are a Variety of Opinions amongſt Proteſtant Divines 
about ſundry Things contained in theſe Compoſures. 
*Tis well known; that the greateſt Part of the preſent 
Proteſtant Divines of the Church of England, are not 
Calviniſtic; yet they give their Aſſent to the Articles 
of their Church; which the Rev'd Mr. Preſident and 
Bodies of Calviniſtic Divines before him, own and aſ- 
ſent to, Pag. 6 of the Preſident's Piece: From whence 
tis evident, that when theſe Proteſtant Divines, who 
differ in their Sentiments of Religion; at leaſt with 
Regard. to ſome ſpeculative Points, give their Aſſent 
to the ſame Phraſes ; they do not underſtand them in 
the ſame Senſe: Tis obvious therefore, that this is 
no Rule, becauſe Proteſtant Divines of different Senti- 
ments give their Aſſent to the ſame Phraſes, applying 
different Senſes to them. If the Corporation would 
have us underſtand by the Words, “ Generally uſed 
in the. Writings; of Proteſtant Divines ”” that Num- 
bers are to determine the Caſe,'I imagine the Rule 
will work againſt them; for I perſume that the greater 
Part of the Proteſtant Divines are of the Remon- 
ſtrant Principle; I have not made the Calculation, I 
ve: thoſe Gentlemen to do that, who think that 
Nach is to be determined by Vote. I am ſenſible 

that it will be objected here, that the Church of 

3:3; EI. apes © 


niſtic and partly Nkeserftunt; and that th 


ſoon after theſe Reſolves were made, at the Preſident's 
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Eagles penn their own Principles; Thoſe that m 


this Oljettion may, if they pleaſe prove it. I ſh 
leave the Church to defend Themſelves : And ſhall 
only obſerve, that it has been ſaid by Gentlemen 
on that Side of the Queſtion, and P don't know but 
with Reaſon, that the Compilers of their Articles, 
conſiſted of a Body of Men who were partly _ 


greed to admit ſuch Phraſes, as they could upon oth 
ides of the Queſtion conſent to,in that Senſe of them 
(they Themſelves being Judges) which they _ 
thoaghe was juſt and genuine. How that was, 1. 
don't certainly know ; but think if that was the truth 
of the Caſe, they ſat an excellent good Example, for 
all Men for the-Future, who — to be * 


Makers, to follow. 


Paſſing this, I further obſerve, —— 

Tnar this Rule of the Corporation, will ſerve but 
little better if we take the Calviniſtick Divines of 
Note and Character; for they Themſelves differ wide- 
ly as to the Senſe and Meaning of the ſame Terms 
ind Phraſes. This Point I would labour to prove 
fully, was it not, that T am perſuaded that every One 
that has made any conſiderable Proficiency in the Po- 
lemical Part of Divinity, is convinced of it already. 
It may ſerve as well under this preſent Head, to relate 
Part of an Evening's Converſation which happen n'd 


Houſe; between Mr. Preſident, and Meſſ'rs H. C. W. and 
D. which L have received from thoſe Gentlemen; which 

may be depended upon as Truth, and is as follows) 
Theſe Gentlemen waited upon Mr. Preſident, and 
obſerved to him, that they underſtood the Revd 
Corporation had paſſed a Number of Reſolves, _ 

that as they were variouſly repreſented, they ſhould 

obliged to him if he would favour them with 
Sight of them. Accordingly the Preſident 

* Neves 8 read them; to which ſome Eaerpt, 


1 


616) 
| ons were taken; the firſt Exception was t6 the ſecond 
1 Reſolve. For as the Corporation in thei arſt Re- 
J ſolve, had declared that the Scriptures were a PRi- 
| MARY RULE of Faith and Manners ; fo in their ſe- 
| cond Reſolve, they had declared that the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, were a Szconp- 
AxY Rur of Faith and Manners ; $ upon which 
theſe Gentlemen obſerved, that the Scriptures were 
the only Rol of Faith and Manners ; and that 
conſequently, there was no Propriety in ſaying that 
thoſe other Compoſitions were a ſecondary Rule. 
But Mr. Preſident inſiſted upon it, that che Terms 
ee AND SECONDARY, Were properly apply'd, 
Arrzx ſome Converſation on this Point, thoſe 
Gentlemen obſerved to the Preſident, that the Rule 
the Corporation had made, for ſettling the Meaning 
of Terms and Phraſes made Uſe of in thoſe Compo- 
ſures, was (in their Opinion) no Rule at all: But 
the Preſident aſſerted that it was a good Rule. In 
Order to try how this Rule would operate, H. W. 
and D. offered themſelves to be examined, in Order 
to be qualified Secundum Modum, to be Tutors of the 
College. The Examination began with Mr. H. 
Mr. P. Can you Mr. H. give your Aſſent to the 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and Confeſſion of Faith? 
Mr. H. Yes, as to the Subſtance of them. But 
Jam not certain that I underſtand that Phraſe made 
Uſe of in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm; viz. The'Pains of 


Hell forever, in the ſame Senſe that the Preſident 
Das za N | 1 2 CES ib P. How 
| D JI. 0 . 


By the Way it muſt be noted, that the firſt and ſecond Reſolves 
have ſince been altered, and theſe Words, Primary, in the firſt, 
and Secondary, in the ſecond Reſolve, left out. But comparing 
ne fr an@fecond Reſolve, as they now ſiand, with the eighth 
Raeſolve, I think I may ſay (aſking pardon for the Expreſſion) 

that they have been mended for the worſe; for tis more intelli- 

ks gible to talk of primary and ſecondary Rules in Religion, than 
fo talk of ons onLY RULE and two more. 8 


999 

P. Hows do you underſtand it, what is your 
Opinion of it? 

H. I am of the Opinion of Doctor . that all 
Infants will be ſaved. 

P. I am not certain, whether I can admit you 
Mr. H. as a Tutor or not. 

W. Mr. Preſident it ſeems you are undeter- 
mined whither to admit Mr, H. or not: What do 
you ſay to me? I am of the Opinion of Doctor Watts, 
viz. That all Infants who are not finally ſaved, will 
be annihilated, or put out of Being. 

P. Annihilation is a Sort of an eternal Puniſh- 
ment, I believe I can admit you Mr. W. Be. 
P, Well Mr. D. what is your Opinion on chis 
Point ? 

D. My Opinion Sir, is the ſame with Doctor Rage, 
ley's, 

Pr. What is Doctor Ridgley's Opinion? 

D. Doctor Riqpley, ſpeaking upon the State of 
Infants, expreſſes "himſelt as near as I can remem- 
ber in theſe Words, For my Part I can't but be 
of the Opinion of St. Auguſtine, who ſays, that the 
« State of Infants in the other World wil be ſuch, 
<« that it cannot be ſaid of them, that they had bet⸗ 
* ter not be.“ In a Word (ſaid D.) I believe that thoſe 
Infants that are loſt (for this is a Conſequence of St. 
Auguſtine”'s Opinion) in the other Life, will have one 
Degree of Miſery and two Degrees of Happineſs ; ſo 
that they will have one Degree of neat Happineſs. 

P. I think this is not Doctor Ridgley's Opinions 
it is not in the Vols. I have by me. 2 

D. Are thoſe Vols. your's Sir ? 

P. No, they belong to the Library. 

D. I know this Paſſage is not in thoſe Volumes; 
and there is a good Reaſon for it; for the Vol. that 
contained that Paſſage fell into the Hands of a zeal- 


ous Brother, and becauſe it did not ſquare with his 


Orthodoxy, he either eraſed it, or cut it out of the 
Book, 
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Book, and I am almoſt confident that the Laft is the 
Truth. Be that as it will, can you admit me Mr. 
Pr. Why---Yes I believe ſo, for my own Part I 
can't-believe as ſome Gentlemen do on that Point. I 
believe that thoſe Infants that are loſt, will be in a 
Sort of an inſenſible State, the little Senſe they there 
will have, will be a Senſe of Uneaſineſs ; and that lit- 
tle uneaſy Senſe continued. eternally, pretty . well 
comports with that Expreſſion of the Aſſembly of 
Divines, VIz. and the Pains of Hell for ever. Upon 
which Mr. H. or W. reply'd and ſaid, Mr. P. you 
ought to reſign yu Preſidentſhip upon your own 
Reſolves: And challenged him to produce one ſingle 
Proteſtant Divine, that ever put that Conſtruction 
upon that Expreſſion ; and added that it could not 
be the Senſe of the Aſſembly of Divines, for Pro- 
teſtant Divines one and all, repreſent the Pains of 
Hell, or the Miſery of the Damned, to be exquiſite; 
and beyond all our Conceptions. And top'd up the 
Converſation, by ſaying, Mr. Preſident, if you will 
allow me to take the ſame Latitude with Terms that 
u do; I notonly can ſubſcribe thoſe Compoſitions, 
t any Thing you 'can compoſe. Thus finiſhed 
that Evenings Converſation, upon which when I. 
have made ſome Reflections, I will finiſh this Head. 
FIS r, I obſerve that the Authors above-menti= 
ened, viz. Dr. W--, Watts, and Ridgley, were all noted 
Divines of the Calviniſtick Principle, to which I add 
Mr. Prefident, and may All for any Thing I know, 
have aſſented to theſe Compoſitions; ſome of them 
know have, but tis evident notwithſtanding, that no 
Two of them agree between Themſelves, and not One 
of them to the Catechiſm, in the Propoſition above- 
mentioned, taken in the plain obvious Senſe of it. 
Their Principles are as different as their Faces. . 
.< SgCONDLY, I obſerve that Confeſſions of Faith, 
Sc. are nothing but a Noſe of Wax: Which can be 


[turned 
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ſturned this Way or that] juſt as it ſuits. If Tits 
and Intereſt ſerve, ſuch a Latitude is allow'd with 
Phraſes, any Body may be orthodox: But if Time 
and Intereſt don't ſerve; then 'tis all 2 tiew Schemes 
a new Religion, the Goſpel knows nothing of. 
' TrirDLyY, The impoſing of humin, Compolurest 
has a Tendency to make Men hypocritical and 
diſhoneſt ; but not. to make them honeſt or vir- 
tuous. 

FourTri.y, The Corporation have under-valued 
the Religious Conſtitutibn of theſe Churches; by Re- 
ſolves inconſiſtent with the Heads of Agreernent aſſented 


to by the united Miniſters formerly called Preſoyterian 


and Con regational, which were agreed by the Elders 
and Meſſengers of the Churches in this Colony aſſem- 
bled by Delegation ät Say-Brook, ſhould be obſerved 
by the Churches throughout this: Colony*. In theit᷑ 
5th Reſolve p. 15. They ſay, * That every Perſon 
* who ſhall hereafter be choſen a Preſident, Fellow, 

*« &c. ſhall publickly give his Conſent to the Cate- 
« chiſm- and Confeſſion of Faith, as containing a 
e juſt Summary, &c.“ And in their 6th Reſolve, 
they fay, that if any ſuch Perſon, © ſhall afterwards 
$« hank his - Sentirhefts---he cahn5>t---continue in 
. his Poſt.” Now the 8th Head bf that Agreement, 
15 concerning a Confeſſion of Faith in theſe Words, 
viz. * +As to what a pertains to Soundneſs of-Judg- 
% ment in Matters + Faith; we eſteem it ſufficient,' 
that a Church acknowledge the Scriptures to be 
** the Word of Gop, the perfect and only Rule of 
66 Faith and Practice; rout own either the doctrinal 
« Part of thoſe commonly called the Articles of the 


n Church of England, or the Confeſſion or Cate- 


chiſm, ſhorter or larger compiled by the Aſſembly 


* at Weſtminſier, or the Confeſſion agreed on at the 
vs Savoy, to be agreeable to the ſaid Rule.” Here we 
C ſee 
; 2 See the Preface t to 2 Hiace of Agreement, be. Page 96, 
Page 108. © 
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fee, *tis fully agreed, that in theſe Churches, a Man 
ſhall be eſteemed of a found Judgment in Matters 
of Faith, or Orthodox, if he acknowledges the 
Scriptures to be the Word of Gop, the perfect and 
only Rule of Faith and Manners ; and own either the 
doctrinal Part of the 39 Articles of the Church of 
England, or the Confeſſion or Catechiſms, &c. to be 
agreeable to ſaid Rule. It is not required that they 
ſhall acknowledge either of theſe human Compoſitions, 
contain a true and juſt Summary of the moſt im- 
portant Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
c that the true Senſe of the ſacred Scriptures is juſt- 
ly ſummed up in either of theſe Compoſitions.” 
It is ſufficient that they acknowledge either of theſe 
five Compoſitions to be agreeable to the Scripture 
Rule, in the Doctrines laid down in them. Which 
they may be, and yet be a very imperfect Summary 
of the important Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion. 
TheDo&trines laid down in them may be agreeable to 
the Word of Gop, and yet the Senſe of the Scriptures 
be far from being fully and juſtly ſummed up in thefe 
Compoſitions. Some Articles of the Chriftian Faith 
may be contained in theſe Compoſitions ; and yet 
many important Doctrines of Chriſtianity not deli- 
vered in them. Beſides it is not required that they 
ſhall acknowledge all theſe Compoſitions to be agree- 
able to the Scripture : It is ſufficient that they ac- 
knowledge any one of theſe five Compoſitions to be 
_ agreeable to this Rule. Now it is . for a 

Perſon to acknowledge ſome One of T to be agree- 
able to the Word of Gop, and not be fully ſatisfied 
that the Savoy Confeſſion of Faith, and the Aſſem- 
bly's Catechiſm are in every Point ſo. There may be 
Some perhaps,who may own the doctrinal Part of the 
39 Articles of the Church of England, to be agree- 
able to the Word of Gop ; and yet not be ſatisfied 
that every Article of the Confeſſion of the Savoy is 
ſo: Now according to the Agreement of theſe 
ö | | _ Churches 
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Churches, ſuch a One ſhall be accounted orthodox. 
Or there may be Some who may own the ſhorter Ca- 
techiſm compiled by the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter to be 
agreeable to the Rule of Gop's Word, and yet among 
the many Articles of the Confeſſion agreed on at the 
Savoy, there may be ſome, that they may ſuſpect not to 
be agreeable to ſaid Rule: But according to the A- 
greement of theſe Churches, ſuch are to be received 
as Men of a ſound Judgment in Matters of Faith, 
As all Men are imperfect, and in ſome Things likely 
miſtaken in this preſent dark World; it is not ſtrange 
if there be ſome different Apprehenſions amongſt the 
beſt of Men, about ſome Things contained in ſo long 
a Confeſſion as that of the Savoy, It can't be ex- 
pected that every wiſe and good Man ſhould think 
alike in every leſſer Article hereof: And it would be 
excecding hard to reject as erroneous every Perſon 
that cannot aſſent to every one of Theſe; for Inftance, 
all Thoſe that believe that Gop created the Angels 
before the ſix Days mentioned by Maſes, who there- 
fore cannot aſſent to the whole of the firſt Article in 
the fourth Chapter of that Confeſſion, and all thoſe 
good Men who believe that the Chriſtian Sabbath, or 
firſt Day of the Fewjſh Week, is the ſeventh Day of the 
Week reckoning from the Beginning of the World, 
who cannot therefore aſſent to the Whole of the ſe- 
venth Article of the twenty ſecond Chapter of that Con- 
feſſion. It is therefore provided by the Conſtitution 
of theſe Churches, that every Man may chooſe which 
of the Formulas he will aſſent to as agreeable to the 
Word of Gop. And *tis therefore inconſiſtent with this 
Conſtitution to reſolve, that every Preſident, Fellow, 
Profeſſor of Divinity or Tutor to be choſen, ſhall give 
his Conſent in ſuch Manner, to both the Catechiſm 
and Confeſſion of Faith; and if he alters his Mind 
in any Particular, be obliged to reſign. This is to 
take away that Liberty allowed by our Confttitution:. 
. IS l Pr rm ys, 
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Fir ry, the Corporation have undervalued, and 
caſt Contempt upon the ſacred Scriptures ; by 
giving the Catechiſm and Confeſſion the Preference, 
as a Rule of Faith. In the eighth Reſolve, Page 
16. They ſay, That if apy Doubt or Queſtion 
«© ſhall ariſe, about any Doctrine or Poſition; whe- 
*© ther it be Truth or Error; it ſhall be judged 
„ by the. Word of Gop, taken in that Senſe of it, 
<< which is contained and declared in ſaid Cate- 


* chiſm, and Confeſſion -. of Faith; as being a juft 


*« Expoſition of the Word- of. Gop, in thoſe Doc- 
** trines. or Articles, which are contained in them “ 
If I underſtand the Meaning of this Reſolve, tis this, 
if any Diſpute ſhall ariſe about any Doctrine, whe- 

ther it be true. or falſe,. that Doctrine ſhall be judg- 
ed of by the Word..of Gop ; taking the Word of 
Gop in the Senſe of the Confeſſian of Faith and 
Catechiſm. This is indeed exalting theſe Com- 
poſures above the Scriptures, and making the Word 
of Gop dependent on a Syſtem of Opinions drawn 
up by uninſpired Men. Tis to ſet aſide what 
they Themſelves profeſs to be the only Rule of 
Faith; and to ſet up a Standard, to which both 
the Scriptures. themſelyes and the Doctrines of Faith 
muſt be conformed. It is to reſolve, that the Word 
of GOD. muſt agree to theſe Rules, -tho* Vio- 
lence. be offered thereunto. A forced Conſtruction 
muſt be put upon the ſacred Scriptures, if they can't 
otherwiſe be brought to agree to. theſe Rules. This 
Reſolve of the Corporation in Effect eſtabliſhes the 
Compoſitions:of Men as the only Rule and Teſt of the 
Truth.and ,.Falſchood of all religious Opinions and 
Doctrines. It is evident to a Demonſtration, that 
according to. this Rule, the Doctrine to be deter- 
mined, is judged of hy the Confeſſion and Catechiſm, and 
that they are the Rule of Trial; and not the Word 
pf Gon. For ſuppoſe that the Doctrine to be judged 


of be true, and that the Confeſſion and Catechiſm 
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in this Point are falſe ; this Doctrine judged of by 
the Word of Gop, taking the Word of Gop in the 
Senſe of the Catechiſm and Confeſſion, will be pro- 
ved to be falſe, tho? it be really true. This proves 
evidently that the Catechiſm and Confeſſion, are the 
Rule of Trial; and that this Doctrine has been de- 
cided by them, and not by the Word of Gop : For 
this Doctrine being trye, as was ſuppoſed, the Word 
of Gop could never have proved it falſe; but the 
Catechiſm and Confeſſion heing falſe in this Point, have 
proved this Doctrine to be falſe, tho' it be in Fact 
true : Conſequently they have been the Rule of 
Trial, and not the Word of Gop. Now for Illuſ- 
tration, ſuppoſe three Lines, A,B, and C. A to be the 
acknowledged Standard; let B, be ſuppoſed to be e- 
qual to A, and C to be a Meaſure unknown: Now 
C, is to be made equal to the Standard A, or to, 
be judged of by A and B, in order to know whe- 
ther it be equal to the Standard A, or not ; accord- 
ingly C is compared to. A the Standard, bur *tis 
not determined whether it be equal or not; but 
then being compared with B, which is ſuppoſed; 
to be equal to A, and finding that C and B agree, 
C 1s immediately determined to be equal to A the 
Standard, Queſtion, whither A or B has determi- 
ned the Length of the Line C? B has determi- 
ned it, certainly: For when C was compared with 
A, tho! A was the Standard, there was no Deter- 
mination. in the Caſe : But C being compared with. 
B, which is equal to A only upon Suppoſition ; 
C is directly declared to be equal to A. Conſe- 
quently B in this Caſe is made to be the Stan- 
dard; tho* A is only ſo in Fact. Now A in the 
Argument is the Word of Gop, B is the Confeſſion, 
of Faith and Catechiſm, and C the Doctrine in Diſ- 
pute. Now when C the Doctrine in Diſpute, comes 
to be compared with A the Word of Gob, in Or- 
der to know whether it be true or falſe, A does not 
JSC 
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determine ; but when C comes to be compared with 
B the Confeſſion and Catechiſm, it is inſtantly 
determined; to be true or falſe, as it agrees or 
not; ſo it is evident that the Doctrine is de- 
termined (by this Rule of the Corporation) not by 
the Word of Gop, but by the Confeſſion and Ca- 
techiſm. The Truth of the Caſe is, that accord- 
ing to this Rule, the Word of Gop has not the 
leaſt Influence on the Doctrine to be determined: 
This Rule is nothing but a Blind to gull Man- 
kind; for tho under a Pretence of doing Honour 
to the Word of Gop; the Corporation have ſaid, 
that the Doctrine in Diſpute ſhall be judged of by 
the Word of Gop; yet in Fact and Reality, it ne- 
ver is judged of by it, at all. 
| Fox fuppoſe as I ſaid before, that the Doctrine 
to be determined be true, and that the Confeſſion 
and "Catechiſm upon the Point be true alſo, the 
Doctrine in Diſpute will be determined conſequent- 
ty to be true: But on the other Hand, only ſup- 

ofe the Catechiſm and Confeſſion to be falſe, 


tho* tt be really true; ſo that tho' the Doctrine in 
it ſelf be true, yet it will be determined to be true 
or falſe, juſt as the Conſeſſion and Catechiſm happens 
to be on the Point. Now this is mathematically 
demonſtrable, for if you ſuppoſe as before 3 Lines 
A, B, and C. A, to be the Standard, B to be equal 


to A, but C, to be a Line indeterminate; and that 


C is to be made equal to A, taking A to be the 
Length of the Line B: Now upon the Suppoſition 
that A and B are exactly equal, if you compare C. 
to A, and then to B, making C equal to B, it will 

certainly be equal to A, becauſe A and B are e- 
qual. But it ſeems the Diſpute is whether A or B 
has determined the Length of the Line C, the Cor- 

bration I conclude muſt fay, if they would be con- 
hiftent, that A has determined it. That is not the 


Doctrine to be determined, will be proved falſe, 
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Caſe, B has determined it ſolely : And A, tho' it 
be the Standard,has been only a Cypher : For if you 
ſuppoſe B to be one Inch ſhorter than A, which was 
only equal to A on Suppoſition, C will be the 
Length of B, tho? it be an Inch ſhorter than A the 


Standard: On the other Hand, if you ſuppoſe B to 
be equal in Length to what A the Standard ought 


to be, and that the Standard A is one Inch ſhorter 
than it ſhould be, C will be the Length of B, tho? 
it be an Inch longer than the Standard A. Indeed 
the Jewiſh Talmud, the Arabian Alcoran, or the Com- 
mentary of Ay joined with the Confeſſion of Faith and 
Catechiſm, anſwer the Purpoſe as well as the Bible 
itſelf : For if the Doctrine to be determined, be 
judged of by either of zhefe, taking the ſame in the 


Senſe of the Catechiſm and Confeſſion, the Doctrine 


in Diſpute will be determined to be true or falſe, juſt 
fo and no otherwiſe, than the Bible would have deter- 
mined it, joined with the Confeſſion and Catechiſm, 
It the Preſident and Corporation,taking the Bible in 
the Senſe of the Confeſſion and Catechiſm, can prove 


one Point under Heaven to be true or falſe, that TI 


cannot prove true or falſs in hke Manner, taking 
either of thoſe Compoſitions in theSenſe of the Ca- 
techiſm and Confeſſion, I will give up the Argument. 

I further obſerve, that this Rule of the Corpora- 
tion's is no Rule, becauſe it is without any determi- 
nate Meaſure or Dimenſion. --- If the Corporation had 
determined, that the Doctrine or Poſition to be judg- 


ed of, ſhould be judged of by the Confeſſion of Faith 


and Catechiſm, taking theſe Compoſitions in the 
Senſe of the Word of Gop ; the Rule would have 
been a good Rule, as the Confeſſion and Catechiſm 
would have had no Influence at all. The Word 
of Gop would then have determined the Point in- 
tirely : But as this Rule of the Corporation's is di- 
rectly the Reverſe, the Word of Gop is rendered 
wholly uſeleſs :* So that the Rule is uncertain, having 

no 
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Yo determinate Meaſure. According to the Dor po- 
ration, the Confeſſion and Catechiſm are the only 
Rule of Faith now they can be a Rule in no Senſe 
but upon a Suppoſition that they are equal to the 
Word of Gop. For if they are not equal to the 
Word of Gop; they are equal to nothing that we 
know of. Now that Rule which is equal to the 
Word of Gop only upon a Suppoſition, may be ſup- 
* not to be equal to it; and that Rule that may 

ſuppoſed to be equal to it, or hot equal to it; can- 
not be certainly known to be equal to it: And that 
Rule which cannot be known certainly to be equal to 
it, is certainly equal to nothing of that Nature that 
we know of; or has no determinate Meaſure, conſe- 
quently can never be a Rule. „„ 
I further obſerve, that this Rule of the Corpora- 
tion, is ſo far from being a Rule to determine the 
ſublime Doctrines of our holy Religion, that it is not 
equal to Common Senſe. 
The Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſm which are 
Part of the Corportion's Rule, and indeed the only 
Part that operates, muſt be equal tb the Word of 
Gop; or not equal: If they are equal to the Word 
of Gop, then there is no Senſe In uſing of them, 
they may as well make Uſe of the Word of Gov; 
and let hem alone. Ns | 5 
It may be objeted, that theſe Compdſitions are 4 
ſhort tho? juſt Summary of the Word of Gov, and 
are handier for Uſe. Suppoſe it ſhoald be granted, 
Common Senſe would ſay in this Caſe, that they 
ought therefore to be uſed; and that the Word of Gop 
ſhould be neglected as being too burdenſome for Uſe. 
If I have two Yards known to be. of equal Length, 
and have Occaſion to meaſure a Yard of Cloth, if 
one of my Yards is heavy and burdenſofne, the other 
being light and handy, Reaſon ſays I ſhould uſe that 
which is light and handy; but then there is go Fitneſs 
or Reaſon, why I ſhould uſe the Other having firſt 
made Uſe of this: For if Reaſen would allow me 
t@ 
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to make Uſe of two Yards of equal Length, for 
meaſuring one and the ſame Tard of Cloth; I might 
uſe ten Thouſand, and ſo on ad Infinitum. 
But if theſe Compoſitions are not equal to the 
Word of God, it would be an Affront to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, to make Uſe of them as a 
Rule for Meaſuring ; becauſe upon that Suppoſition, 
the Meaſure of them is unknown and uncertain, as 
has been juſt now proved, which is contrary to the 
Nature of a Rule. 
Il I beg Leave to give the Judgment of my Man 
Tom on this Rule; you muſt note that Tom was a Fel- 
low who had had but an ill Education, and was poſ- 
ſeſſed but of an indifferent Underſtanding. When I 
firſt light upon this Rule, I was pleaſed at the Oddi- 
ty of it, and was determined to make ſome Experi- 
ment of it on Tom. 55 N 
- Accordingly. in a few Days an Opportunity pre- 
ented, one of my Neighbours wanted to purchaſe a 
Buſhel of Wheat : Having ſettled the Price, I called 
Tom, Tom made his Appearance directly, upon 
which I ordered him to go to the Store, and meaſure 
up this Neighbour of mine a Buſhel of Wheat. As 
om was going our I obſerved to him, that there were 
two half Buſhels at the Store, and that they were 
both of equal Bigneſs ; and ſaid, Tom you muſt 
meaſure the Man's Wheat, by both of them. For what 
Taid Tom? Becauſe replied I,you then will be ſure to do 
Juſtice. Tomſeemed to be diſguſted, turned ſhort about 
and went out : But as he was going out, I heard him 
fay, Juſtice or not Juſtice, I will uſe but one of 
them. I ſaid nothing, however I could not forbear 
laughing to myſelf ; well thinks I, Tom has more 
Senſe then he imagines his Maſter to have. This 
paſſed off; about a Week after, this fame Neighbour 
of mine, came for another Buſhel of Wheat. I cal- 
led Tom as I had done before, and prepared my- 
ſelf to receive him for I expected ſome gps” + 
„ 7 WI 
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with him. Tom ſoon came in, upon which I in- | 
formed him, that there was an old half Buſhel in the | 
Store, that he uſed to meaſure in ; and beſides that, 
there was a New one I had lately bought; and or- 
dered him to go down with this Man, and meaſure | 
him up another Buſhel of Wheat. Tom take No- * 
tice of what I ſay, do you firſt meaſure the Wheat by 
the old half Buſhel, but do you make ſuch Meaſure 
in the Old one, as will exactly fill the New one. Says 
Tom, is the new half Buſhel juſt as big as the old 
one? Yes ſaid I, I believe ſo. Sir ſaid Tom do you 
ſell your Wheat by Faith, or by the Buſhel ? This 
Queſtion was ſo ſtriking and unexpected, I found 
myſelf under a Neceſſity of diſmiſſing Tom as ſoon as 
poſſible ; I therefore put on the beſt Countenance I 
was capable of, and told Tom to go off directly, and 
do as I had ordered him. Tom ſtared upon me a 
| While, with an Air of Contempt, and then broke 
1 forth and ſaid, Maſter you are as cunning as a Ser- 
| pent about every Thing in the World, but only 
| about half Buſhels. And fo Tom made his Exit. 
One RefleCtion ſhall finiſh my Obſervations on this 
Rule, which is this. That this Rule deprives Man- 
kind of the Bible, as effectually as the Church of Rome 4 
have done it: And in a Method far exceeding Their's 
in Cunning, and with leſs Noiſe and Buſtle, The } 
Roman Clergy tell the People, that the Reſolves of 
| their Church are infallible ; and that their Explana- 
4 tions of Scripture, are not to be doubted of, ſeein 
the Interpreters are infallible alſo. They tell them, 
I that the Bible is full of Myſteries, and is therefore 
above the Capacities of common People; and that 
if they were allowed to uſe it, they would unavoid- 
ably believe damnable Doctrines: That it is much 
ſafer for them therefore to be denied the uſe of it 
and have Pater Noſter's, Beads and Crucifixes made 
ready to their Hands,” &c. And by this Means they 
perſuade the honeſt common People to give 3 
5 . tes - 
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Bibles : Tho? tis with much Difficulty ; for after all, 
the People are hardly perſuaded to believe their 
Churchto be infallible, becauſe they ſee ſo many Things 
that look like Fallibility and Contradiction: And not 
only ſo, they are ſenſible that many of their Prieſts have 
no more Senſe or Honeſty than They have; and conſe- 
quently don't ſo readily perceive their Connection 
with Heaven they ſo much boaſt of: And have 
therefore the leſs Confidence in their pretended infal- 
lible Expoſition's of Scripture. But this Rule of the 
Corporation's is attended with none of theſeDifficulties, 
in the Minds of common People; for they loſe their 
Bibles without ſo much as miſſing of them when they 
are gone. Propoſitions by this Rule, are to be deter- 
mined by the Word of God, taking the Word of 
(God in the Senſe of the Confeſſion and Catechiſm: 
Only model theſe Compoſitions and you may prove 
any Poſition or Doctrine to be either true or falſe, 
juſt as you have a Mind : The Bible is out of the 
Queſtion, and if this Rule ſhould obtain a Sanction, 
would ſoon be out of the World, as to any Uſe that 
could be made of it.------ If the Corporation have 
not by this Rule diſgraced and undervalued the Scrip- 
tures, I defy the Church of Rome itſelf to do it. 
I am ſorry that our holy Religion ſhould be be- 


trayed and proſtituted by its Friends ; by Thoſe I 


mean that ſhould be ſo in an eſpecial Manner, as 
they are appointed for its Defence : And that I have 
any Occaſion to vindicate it from the Diſgrace caſt 
upon it, by Thoſe who are bound by Conſcience and 
a double Intereſt to ſupport it; as *tis out of Cha- 
racter for me, who am a Layman : But as I have un- 
dertaken it for the Honour of the pureſt and beſt 
Religion, and for the Security of the undoubted 
Right of Chriſtians, let this ſerve for my Apology. 
I alſo beg Leave to make ſome Obſervations, on 
what Mr. Preſident calls a new Scheme of Divinity, 
Pag. 19. Which odd and ſurpriſing Repreſentation 
pe D 2  feems 
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ſeems neither to be grounded in the Truth of Things, 
nor calculated to ſupport the Neu- England Doctrines; 
but only to amuſe and confound the Minds of Men, 
and to raiſe up a Spirit of Jealouſy and Cenſoriouſneſs 
in the Land. Mr. Preſident has drawn up a Scheme 
of Religion, which I think ought to be called 
after his own Name, Clapiſm, as being his own 
Invention, and having no Exiſtence before it was 
coin'd in his own Brain. Now I would in the firſt 
Place obſerve, that Mr. Preſident deſigns to intimate, 
that there are Numbers in this Country who believe 
thoſe Doctrines; and that it was doubtleſs his Inten- 
tion to perſuade Mankind to believe that there were 
ſome of that Sort of Men in New-Haven in particu- 
Jar. That Mr. Preſident deſigned to make People 


believe, that 'there were Numbers of Men, in this 


Country believed the Propoſitions contained in his 
new Scheme, is evident; both from the Introduction 
he makes to it, and his Obſervations upon it. In 


Pag. 18. he quotes the Doings of the General Aſſoci- 


ation at Middletown, in which are theſe Words, © this 
„% Afſociation apprehending that various Errors con- 
« trary to the Doctrines owned in the Churches of 
<< this Colom, are prevailing in the Land, Sc.“ And 
in the ſame Page he ſays, altho' the Proteſtant 
< Churches in general, and thoſe of New-England in 
« particular,” ve been thus fully fixed ànd efta- 


bliſhed in the pure Doctrines of the Goſpel ; yet 


ſundry Perſons of late,have riſen up openly to oppoſe 
and deny them; and have by various Means endeavour- 
ed to introduce a new Scheme of Religion, and an eaſy 
Way of Salvation, unknown to the Goſpel of Chrift. 
And when he has recited his New Scheme, he begins 


Pag. 23, to obſerve upon it in this Form. The | 
“ Reading of this new Scheme of Religion, will 
* doubtleſs differently affect the Minds of different 


% Readers, ſome will be filled with Indignation, &c. 
Others will be grieved and provoked- to fee _ 
„ EE i as "ve FE Ma ines, « whole 
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1 whole Scheme expoſed to open View c. Now 
tis not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Preſident has 


Fom this Piece for the ſake of thoſe Gentlemen 


4 
7 
4 


rom whom he ſays he has collected this Scheme, in 
rder to convince them of their Errors; and that 
he imagined that People here and here about, were 
not intereſted in them ; becauſe had that been the 
Caſe, he would have ſent theſe Pieces home in 3 
Body, to be diſtributed among thoſe Men and their 
Diſciples; and not have induſtrouſly diſtributed them 
in this Country where there could be no Uſe for 
them, on that Suppoſition, that thoſe Errors were 
not here imbibed: From whence every One will be 
induced to believe, that the Preſident deſigned they 
ſhould underſtand, that thoſe Errors were prevailing 
in our Land; not only ſo, I believe, for Reaſons 
hereafter tobe mentioned, that he deſigned the Country 


- 


ſhould believe that there are Numbers who believe 


them in Neu- Haven. Tho? I believe there is not 
one Man of that Perſuaſion in that Place. | 

Secondly, I oBstRyE that this new Scheme of Di- 
vinity as the Preſident pleaſes to call it (for 1 Queſti- 


on whether any other Man would have found a 


Name for it) conſiſts principally, of a Number of 
odd out of the Way Errors, collected from ſundry 


Men in different Parts of the World, that had no 


intereſt in, or Connection One with the Other: 
this I would not be underſtood to mean, that either of 
theſe Men, held ſuch a Set of Principles, that no one 
of the reſt of Them could conſent to one ſingle One. 
for thoſe two Sticks muſt be inconceivably crooked, 
which when they come to be put together won't touch 
ſo muchas in one Point; my Meaning is, that thoſe Men's 
Principles taken together, no Ways agree One with 
the Other; and that Doctor Taylor's Principles taken 
ſyſtematically, no more agree with Chub and Ram- 
ey, than Doctor Watts's; and that there was no 
ſuch Agreement between the Principles of theſe * 
r hat 


0 

5 ( 32) 15 

that could make them a Scheme or a Syſtem: I 
never underſtood that theſe Men imagined that their 
Principles had any peculiar Connection one with the 
other; or that any Body imagined (the Preſident 
excepted) that they were of one Claſs, as to Prin- 
ciples, * and believe they never could bt reconciled 
by any fair Method of Dealing; however a Man 
of any tolerable Ingenuity (it he will give himſelf the 
Liberty) may take a Number of Authors (let them 
be never ſo different in their Principles in the Main) 


and collect ſingle Propoſitions here and there to ſerve. 


his Purpoſe, and by putting of them together, with 
his own Comments upon them, may juggle and con- 
jure up Something that looks as tho* there was 


ſome Sort of Connection between the Principles of 


theſe Writers, and may if he pleaſes call it a new 
Scheme of Divinity. The Preſident I imagine was 
ſenſible that this Exception might be taken, to his 
Method of Proceeding, which made him ſay, Pag, 
19 © Altho theſe Authors do not petectly agree 


among Themſelves, yet their Scheme in the Main, 


« is tolerably conſiſtent with itſelf, Sc. What- 
ever Conſiſtency there is between them, is principally 
owing to the Preſident's putting them together in 

this unreaſonable Manner. | 
Thirdly, I oBSERVvx, that this new Scheme of Di- 
vinity, ſo called, is no Scheme in the Preſident's 
Senſe, 


* My charitable Reader, will be ſurpriſed at the Preſident's 
Treatment of Mr. Tay/or when I tell him, that the Univer- 

' fity of Glaſgow in Scotland, where the Catuinifiic Principles 
are taught with the utmoſt Care; have lately confered the 
Honour of a Diploma for a Doctor of Divinity on him; 
tho' the Preſident has had the Aſſurance to tell the World, 
that he is One of this new Scheme, and has ranked him, 
among Men ſuſpected to be Deiſts. Has this Honour been 
confered upon him by this Univerſity, for preaching a Scheme 
of Divinity unknown to the Goſpel of CHRIST? or don't 
they know the Man as well as the P.? or are they leſe 
acquainted with the Religion of the Goſpel? * | 
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Senſe, there being no Number of Men who believe 
it; and it is to be doubted whether there be ſo much 
as one Individual. | | | 
Every Body underſtand, and *tis evidently 
the Preſident's Meaning, that there are a Num- 
ber of Men who believe thoſe Propoſitions, that he 


has enumerated under his new Scheme, to be the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; and that he 


uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to promote and pro- 
pigate them as ſuch. Firſt then J obſerve, that 


even theſe Men themfelves, from whom the Pre- 


ſident ſays, he has collected theſe Principles, never 


could be faid with any Propriety or Juſtneſs to be- 
lieve them; in that Senſe eſpecially, that the Pre- 
ſident would be underſtood to mean: The Preſi- 
dent would have us wfderſtand, not that one of theſe 
Men believed one of theſe Propoſitions, and diſ- 
believed the Reſt, and ſo on; no, but that theſe 
Men believed theſe Principles generally, and that 
Others had imbibed them, as a Set of Principles that 
they believed. See Pag. 23. where the Preſident ſpeak- 


ing of the Effect that the Reading of this new Scheme 


would have ſays, Others will be grieved and provo- 
« ked to ſee their wHoLE SCHEME expoſed to open 


View, ſince they find it moſt politick to conceal 
« ſome Parts of it, till they can get the Minds of 


«© Men pretty well rivetted into the reſt. ' In Order 
&« therefore, ſays he, to bring Men to an Indiffe- 


A 


* rency,and prepare them by Degrees for the Recepti- 


« on of this mew Scheme, ſundry Artifices have been 
*« uſed, Sc. Now by this new Scheme, tis im- 


poſſible that he wou'd have us underſtand one ſingle 


Propoſition, but the Whole of theſe Propoſitions ; 


and the Whole thus taken together, is what he calls 


the new Scheme. Now I ſay in this Senſe, thefe Men 
never believed this Scheme, tho? he has father'd 
upon them, by puting theſe Propoſitions together, 
of them a Scheme of theſe particular 
ee eos 
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Men. I would afk the Preſident, whether there was 
any more than one of theſe Men who believed 
the Salvation of Devils? The Preſident muſt ſay, 
no, this can't be Part of his new Scheme then. Cari 
that Thing or Propoſition, be Part of a Scheme 
which a Number of Men have agreed to promote 
and proſecute, which only One - approves, and 
all the Reſt difapprove of? Now. this is true with 
Regard to the Bulk of thoſe Errors, which the Pre- 
fident has collected; the Preſident I believe can't de- 
ny it. Ramſey believed one Propoſition, the Others 
diſbelieved it; Chub believed another Propoſition, the 


Others did not. If theſe Propoſitions thus collected 


into a Scheme; were offered to, either of theſe Men, 
and the Queſtion was put, do you believe this 
Scheme? I am perſwaded either of them might juſt- 
ly anſwer, no. This would be an honeſt Way 
of proving whether this new Scheme, be really a 
Scheme of theſe Men, or not. Let the Preſident ſtate 
the firſt Propoſition, and ſee how many of thoſe 
Authors he refers to, will agree to it as true, and 
ſo on through the whole Scheme: If they will gene- 
rally agree to theſe Propoſitions, I will allow it to 
be their Scheme ; if they will not generally agree 
to theſe Propoſitions, it ought not to be called theit 
Scheme: If the Preſident will make this Experi- 
ment, I will venture to ſay; his Scheme will be ſo 
contracted pityful a Thing, that he will never give 
the Public a Sight of it. Indeed theſe Men ſo far 
as I am acquainted with them; in my Opinion, 
are fo far from being united in one Scheme of Prin- 
ciples, and their Sentiments are ſo very peculiar to 
Themſelves; they are not- capable of being united and 
brought into one Scheme.---There is an Agreement 
between Ramſeys Principles taken by themſelves, 
there is alſo an Agreement between Doctor Taylor's 
Principlesthus taken; but there is no Agreement be- 
tween the Principles of theſe two Men when ee, 
re 
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red together; and 'tis no Diſpute with me, whether 
Doctor T. 77 or Mr. Clap, would beſt agree to Ram- 
Principles; it, is reaſonable to believe Mr. Clap 
would like them the beſt, for this Reaſon, Ramſey is 


> 


a ſtrong Advocate for Original Sin as well as Mr. 


Cap. Now this fundamental Doctrine, Doctor, 7 lor 
enies in the Preſidenr's Senſe of it. Now as this 


Doctrine. of Original Sin, is a fundamental Doctrine 
min Mr. Class Opinion; a Fact, which in his Senſe of 


it, laid the Foundation of Chriſt's coming into the 


World and dying; and that all the Doctrines of Grace 
are built upon it, and evidently 1 5 it; and con- 


eligion that do 
not ſuppoſe it, or are not built 6n that F oundation, 


ſec quently, that all Doctrines of 


are falſe and unſcriptural. How could Mr. Clap be fo 
very ingenious, as to reconcile Dr. Taylor who denies 
it, to Ramſey who affirms it? This is a plain Proof 


on Mr. Clap's own Principles, that there was no A- 


reement between the Principles of theſe. Authors, 
oo deſerved ſo much as the Name. I would farther 
ſav, that *tis my Belief, that there is no individual 


Man exiſting that E this Scheme. It is obvious 


that a Man does not deſerve to be call'd of this or that 
Sect or Scheme in Religion, becauſe he belieyes « one or 
two of the Principles of that Sect or Scheme; If fo, 


| Ramſey might have been dub'd a Calvinif; on the Con- | 


trary *tis evident, that a Man may diſbelieve ſome Prin- 
ciples of a Sect, and yet may proper] be {aid to be of 
that Set; otherwiſe Calviniſm would have no being. 
If a Man believes ſuch, or ſo many, of tlie Principles 
of a Sect or Scheme, as that he may be ſaid in the 


Main to believe rhem ; then he may 1 ſaid to be of 


that Sect or Scheme. Now in that Senſe I don' t be- 
Heve, that there is any Man, that believes Mr. Clap's 


new Scheme of Religion; one Man may be found to 


believe one of theſe Principles, another Man may 

believe another, poſſibly; ; but that any Man can be found 

Who believes them in the Main, to that he 5 
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Men. I would afk the Preſident, whether there was 
any more than one of theſe Men who believed 
the Salvation of Devils? The Preſident muſt ſay, 
no, this can't be Part of his new Scheme then. Can 
that Thing or Propoſition, be Part of a Scheme 
which a Number of Men have agreed to promote 
and proſecute, which only One . approves, and 
all the Reſt diſapprove of? Now. this is true with 
Regard to the Bulk of thoſe Errors, which the Pre- 
ſident has collected; the Preſident I believe can't de- 
ny it. Ramſey believed one Propoſition, the Others 
diſbelieved it; Chub believed another Propoſition, the 


Others did not. If theſe Propoſitions thus collected 


into a Scheme, were offered to either of theſe Men, 
and the Queſtion was put, do you believe this 
Scheme? I am perſwaded either of them might juſt- 
ly anſwer, no. This would be an honeſt Way 
of proving whether this new Scheme, be really a 
Scheme of theſe Men, or not. Let the Preſident ſtate 
the firſt Propoſition, and ſee how many of thoſe 
Authors he refers to, will agree to it as true, and 
fo on through the whole Scheme : If they will gene- 
rally agree to theſe Propoſitions, I will allow it to 
be their Scheme ; if they will not generally agree 
to theſe Propoſitions, it ought not to be called theit 
Scheme: If the Preſident will make this Experi- 
ment, I will venture to ſay; his Scheme will be fo 
contracted pityful a Thing, that he will never give 
the Public a Sight of it. Indeed theſe Men ſo far 


as I am acquainted with them, in my Opinion, 


are ſo far from being united in one Scheme of Prin- 
ciples, and their Sentiments are ſo very peculiar to 
Themſelves; they are not capable of being united and 
brought into one Scheme. -There is an Agreement 
between Ramſey's Principles taken by themſelves, 


there is alſo an Agreement between Doctor Taylor's 


Principlesthus taken; but there is no Agreement be- 
tween the Principles of theſe two Men when compa- 
| as red 
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red together; and 'tis no Diſpute with me, whether 


Doctor Taylor or Mr. Clap, would beſt agree to Ram- 
Y Principles; it, is reaſonable to believe Mr. Clap 


would like them the beſt, for this Reaſon, Ramſey is 
a ſtrong Advocate for Original Sin as well as Mr. 
Clap. Now this fundamental Doctrine, Doctor Taylor 
denies in the Preſident's Senſe of it. Now as this 
Doctrine of Original Sin, is a fundamental Doftrine 


in Mr. Clap's Opinion; a F act, which in his Senſe of 


it, laid the Foundation of Chri//'s coming into the 
World and dying; and that all the Doctrines of Grace 


are built upon it, and evidently ſuppoſe it; and con- 


ſequently, that all Doctrines of Religion that do 
not ſuppoſe it, or are not built on that Foundation, 
are falſe and unſcriptural. How could Mr. Clap be fo 
very ingenious, as to reconcile Dr. Taylor who denies 
it, to Ramſey who affirms it? This is a plain Proof 


on Mr. Clap's own Principles, that there was no A- 


greement between the Principles of theſe Authors, 
that deſerved ſo much as the Name. I would farther 
ſav, that *tis my Belief, that there is no individual 
Man exiſting that believes this Scheme. It is obvious 


that a Man does not deſerve to be call'd of this or that 


Sect or Scheme in Religion, becauſe he believes one or 
two of the Principles of that Sect or Scheme; If fo, 
Ramſey might have been dub'd a Calviniſt; on the Con- 
trary *tis evident, that a Man may diſbelieve ſome Prin- 
ciples of a Sect, and yet may properly be ſaid to be of 
that Sect ; otherwiſe Calviniſm would have no being. 
If a Man believes ſuch, or ſo many, of the Principles 
of a Sect or Scheme, as that he may be ſaid in the 
Main to. believe them; then he may be ſaid to be of 
that Sect or Scheme. Now in that Senſe I don't be- 
Heve, that there is any Man, that believes Mr. Clap's 
net Scheme of Religion; one Man may be found to 
believe one of theſe Principles, another Man may 
believe another, poſſibly ; but that any Man can be found 
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Who believes them in the Main, ſo that he may be 
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hid, with any Propriety, to be of that Scheme; I take 
the Liberty to diſbelieve, until Mr. Clap produces an 
Inſtance. I hope the World will think that it is in- 
cumbent on him to prove, in as much as he is upon 
the affirmative Part of the Queſtion ; as yet we 
have nothing but his GREAT say so for it. Which 
J am perſuaded, ſome will think not Sufficient. 
. FovrTHaLy, I obſerve upon this-new Scheme, that 
*tis a mean, baſe, wicked Treatment of Mankind; 
275 deſerves no better Name than a ſcandalous 
Libel. | | 

People underſtand from reading this Piece of Mr, 
Clap's, and indeed *tis the honeſt Underſtanding of 
it, that there are many Men in this Country who be- 
lieve theſe Errors contained in his new Scheme; and 
that They are engaged with all their Power to promote 
and propagate them. I have heard People aſk the 
Queſtion (having read this Piece) is it poſſible that 
there ſhould be any Men in the Country or in New- 
Haven, (tis generally underſtood that New-Haven is 
eſpecially aimed at) who believe ſuch monſtrous in- 
conſiſtent Principles? Now I believe it may be ſaid 
with Truth, that there is not one Man in New- aver 
or in this Country, that believes theſe Errors; his 
Repreſentation therefore, muſt be looked upon as in- 
jurious and un-Chriſtian- Hie. This Repreſentation that 
he has made, I take to be without any juſt Founda- 
tion; and that it was done with a ſtudied fixedDeſign, 
to blacken a Number of Gentlemen in the Govern- 
ment, and particularly, in New-Haven. The Preſident 
never could have thought it worth his Pains, to have 
made this Buſtle about his ze Scheme, had it not 
been his Deſign to perſuade the People to believe, 
that there were Numbers who had imbibed theſe Er- 
rors, in the Country. 1 would therefore aſk Mr. Pre- 
ſident ſome Queſtions, and deſire that if he ſhould 
Ever write a Supplement to his new Religion, he 
would anſwer them. Who are the Men that 1 
4 a 64 1 
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the only Deſign and End God had in theCreation, 


e is the Happineſs of the Creature?“ I would have 
Mr. Preſident underſtand me, for by the Term only 
I mean to be underſtood one End or Deſign excluſive 
of all Others ; and not as the Corporation have un- 
derſtood the Word only, inconcluſive of two or three 
more. See my firſt Obſervation on the Reſolves of 
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e Corporation, Pag. 16. Who are the Men, in 


this Country (for this is to be underſtood in every 
Queſtion) that affirm Gop has no Right over his 
Creatures as Creator; but only as Benefactor? 


Who are They that affirm,that the only Criterion of 


Duty to God, is Self-Intereſt? Who are the Men 
who ſay, that the natural Tendency which Things 
have to promote our own Intereſt, is the ſole Cri- 
terion of moral Good and Evil, Truth and Falſe- 
hood, Duty and Sin? Who are They that ſay we 
ought to have no Regard to Gop, but fo far as 
he may be a Means or Inſtrument of promoting 
our own Happineſs ? Who ſays, that every Man 
is now born into the World in as perfect a State 


of Rectitude, as Adam was created, and has no 


more a Diſpoſition to Sin than he had; and in all 
Reſpects ſtands as fair for the Favour of Gop as 
Adam did, not being obliged to be conformed to 
any Standard of moral Perfection; but only to 
purſue his own Intereſt and Happineſs ? Who are 
They that ſay, that Gop's Foreknowledge don't ex- 
tend to the Actions of free Agents, becauſe they 
are not Fore-knowable ? Who are They that ſay, 


* ſince Sin is nothing elſe but a Man's not purſuing 


his own Intereſt ſo well as he might, no Puniſh- 
ment is Propery-and juſtly due to him, but only 
that he ſhould ſuffer the natural ill Conſequences of 


his own Miſconduct; conſequently no Satisfac- 


tion is neceſſary in Order to the Forgiveneſs of Sin, 
and therefore CaxrisrT, did not die to make Satiſ- 
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F faction for Sin? Finally, who are the Men in this 
t© Country that believe the Salvation of Devils?“ 
Nov theſe Queſtions, containing the Bulk of the Er- 
rors in the Preſidents new Scheme, I ſhould be glad 
he would attempt to Anſwer them; but I never ex- 
pect to ſee an Anſwer to theſe Queſtions particularly, 
for I believe there is no Anſwer to be given to them 
that will ſuit the Preſident's Scheme, that will be 
ſatisfactory to any honeſt Man provided he is judi- 
cious. I would add, that after the Preſident has 
ſaid, that there are Numbers of Men who believe the 
Errors contained in his: new Scheme, he proceeds to 
ſay, that theſe Men believe, * there are no funda- 
e mental Principles in Religion, or any certain Set 
* of Doctrines neceſſary to be believed in Order to 
Salvation,“ that that is Truth to every Man, that 
he believes to be Truth, &c.; And repreſents: them 
as making little or ho Difference between Chr: iftianity, 
and. Mahometiſm,and refined Heatheniſm, except in ſome 
external Rites and Ceremonies ; and that in their 
Belief, ' Moſes, - Zoroafter, Feſus Chrift,' Apollonius Ty- 
aneus a heathen Magician, and Mahomet the grand 
Impoſtor, are about upon a Par, Pag, 26. Ina Word 
that They had embraced aScheme that | is ngrely ſub- 
r of the Goſpel of CHRIST. | 

Nov this is the Character, the Preſident would he 
His Readers believe, ſome Men in the Country juſtly 
deſerve: +, How baſe the Repreſentation ! *Tis or 
ſhould be, beneath a Gentleman to make ſuch a One, 
and a Diſhonour to the Preſident of a Chriſtian Col. 
lege. *Tis ſo contraty to the Spirit and Temper of 
our Religion, that none but an ill-natured Chriſtian 
could be guilty of it. In Fact this Piece of the Pre- 
fident's, is nothing but a motly Mixture of Errors, 
thrown together with a View to render a Number of 
Men odious to the reſt of Mankind; and this done 
under a Cloak of Orthodoxy: For while he pretends 
to ſerve Religion, beds in the moſt unchriſtian 
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Manner, ſlur and defame his Neighbour. Men's 
Characters, more than Life, are valuable; but as valu- 
able as they are, and notwithſtanding they are ſo 
well ſecured by ſacred Authority, and tho' our At- 
tempts to deprive our Neighbours of their goot 
Name, generally meet with univerſa] Abhorrence ; 
et ſome Men to ſerve a Scheme, will run the Venture 
of all theſe Things, to attack and deſtroy the Reputati- 
on of their Neighbour. And this Piece of the Pre- 
ſident's is in my Opinion full Proof of this Fact: 
For tis the moſt apparent Violation of all the Rules 
of chriſtian Charity, that can well be imagined. 
Every Chriſtjan therefore, that has a Character to 
loſe, ought in Conſcience to bear his Teſtimony a- 
your it. For I'll venture to ſay, that there is no 
an's Life ſo inoffenſive or his Principles ſo juſt, but 
let me take the Preſident for my Example, and I 
won't fail of rendering of him deteſtable in the View 
of Thoufands; in a Word, if the Scripture can juſti- 
fy ſuch a Treatment of our Fellow-men, the Chriſ- 
tian Character is intirely without any Security or 
e ROWS Hue 
Suffer me now to give you a Specimen of the Pre- 
ſident's Conduct. Suppoſe I ſhould ranſack the 
World, Chriſtian and Pagan; as well the Enemies as 
the Friends of Chriſtianity, as well Chronologiſts 
and Philoſophers, as Divines; and ſhould from them 
collect a Number of Errors. Suppoſe the Errors thus 
collected, ſhould be partly Errors in Theology, partly 
in Philoſophy,” and if they were partly Chonological it 
would anſwer as well, and ſhould call this Collec- 
tion a new Scheme of Religion; ſuppoſe alſo that 
one of theſe Errors ſhould be the Preſidents, tho' it 
be an Error only in Chronology ; which Way will 
the Preſident clear himſelf from the Imputation of 
believing all theſe Errors ? He will be included in this 
new Scheme! And has no other Way to get rid of it, 
dut to ſwear himſelf out; and People might * 
* | him 
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im as they thought pour Then I could adopt 
is own Language and ſay, « he is grieved and pro- 
« voked, to ſee his whole Scheme expoſed to open 
te View; ſince he found it moſt politick, to conceal 
© ſome Parts of it, till he could get the Minds pl 
& Men pretty well rivitted into the reſt,” I then coul 
affirm that Mr. Preſident was one of thi s new Scheme ; 
and not ſaying which was his particular Error, I could 
charge him with the Whole; and by drawing Con- 
ſequences from theſe Frinciples, I could prove he de- 
wy original Sin, the Divinity and Satisfaction 2 

Cunisr, or any other Doctrine whatſoever. An 
uld then proceed and ſay, that he made but little 
77 he between Chriſtianity and Mahometiſm or re- 
fined Heatheniſm, and could jumble Moſes, Teſus 
Chriſt, Zoroaſter, Apollonius Tyaneus, and Mahomet, 
[wg as muchPertinency, and with as good a Grace as 


s done. But would any Men, ey of diſtin- 
9 ing, judge, that the Preſident ha 
ſe 


really imbibed 
Errors, becauſe J had thus ranked and includ- 
£d him? No! But they might judge, and juſtly, 


F J had a Deſign to render him odius to Man- 


\— acl This doubtleſs was the Preſident's Deſign i in 


Scheme. 

1 hou be glad if the Prefident, would give his 
inion SEE what Puniſhment ſhould be inflict- 
upon theſeHereticks? This probably would diſcloſe 
ther new ScazMe (a Scheme, poſſibly, to purge 
Church and State) for in my Opinion, tis an 
ine part of whoſe Uſe will be to play a Device 
upon the State, under the Name of Orthodoxy ; and 
When the State is flung into ſuch Confuſion as the 
Churches are, tis ten to one, that in this univerſal 
Trundle of Men and Things, if ſome unexpectedSpokes 
don't turn Uppermoſt. (There is no End to religi- 
dus Tricks 1 It has often been obſerved that when 
Men have had particular Deſigns of their own to 
eh muſt be affected by the Cry of Hereſy ; 


meh 
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they have firſt determined what the Puniſhmenif 
ſhould be, and then have had nothing to do, but to 
make Hereticks as faſt as they could. And this Scheme 
of the Preſident's is the beſt to make Hereticks, that 
has ever been invented: And Thoſe that are pleaſed 
with this Sort of ſpiritual Conttivances, wilt doubt- 
leſs give him the Honour of it. There is no End 
he: ys an Author) of Imputation of Hereſy; a Charge 
© always denied, and generally returned: To Men of 
„Charity and Senfe the very found is ſtale and 
* fooliſh; and is ſcarce ever any other than the Lan- 
e guage of Craft and Bigottry z of Knavery and 
« Folly.” In ſhort this new Scheme is à ſcanda- 
lous ſpiritual Libel, and deſerves no better Name. 
Bor if this Scheme is without Foundation, as has 
been obſerved ; this Queſtion will naturally ariſe, 
what could move the Preſident to make ſuch a Re- 
preſentation? There are ſeveral Things; firft, imagine 
he has made this Repreſentation with a View to ac- 
quire a Name and a Reputation, as an Advocate for 
Irthodoxy, and a Reformer of the Errors of the Day. 
It is natural to every Man, but to ſome more than o- 
thers, to be fond of a Name and Reputation among 
Men, and this Principle is ſometimes ſo powerful in 
ſome Men, that it often prompts them to very in- 
direct Methods in Order to obtain it: All Men have 
a greater or leſs Thirſf for Honour, but purſue very 
different Methods to acquire it; Mexander the Great 
and Pompey, determined to gain it by the Sword, Sir” 
{aac Newton by Learning, Demoſthettes and Cicero by 
ratory ; but Some, of a more monkiſh Caſt, have 
determined to gain it by appearing zealous Advocates” 
for Orthodoxy, and by ſetting up to be Reformers of 
Mankind; and when Men have determined to gain 
Honour in either of the Ways, they generally purſue 
it with unwearied Application, and are very liable ta 
over act their Part; and in none of theſe Ways more. 
than in the laſt : For it has often been obſerved, that 
A — 


(642) 
many of thoſe Men who determined to make à Cha- 
rafter by becoming zealous Reformers; having been ſo 
unlucky as to live in better Times, than they were a- 
ware of, (or poſſibly hoped for) have been obliged to 
make a reat many Errors, inOrder to have the Credit 
of 33 of them. Religion has ſomething moſt 
valuable and intereſting in it, in the Opinion of Men in 
general: Conſequently thoſe Men that have eſpouſed - 
it's Cauſe in a proper Manner, have juſtly merited a- 
mong Men the greateſt Honour, upon this Footing 
therefore we account for the many falſe Meſiah's, Im- 
. and ſham Reformers that have riſen up in 
the World.---As our Religion has coſt us dear, ſee- 
ing our Progenitors left their pleaſant European Seats 
for the ſake of it. See Pag. 3 of the Preſident's Piece. 


. 


+#+.4% 


. 


r * 7 
i 0 
* 5 auf . a | ( 43 ). — * LS Wi 


and more venerable then that of the Empetotz 
that the Spiritual Government (that is, a Govern 
ment of Prieſts) is farther above the civil Power, 
then Heaven is above Earth; and that greater Pu- 
* niſhment is due to an Offence againſt a Prieſt, then 
*© to an Offence againſt a King; and that tis the Royal 
Office of Kings and Queens, to carry the Prieſts 
in their Boſoms, or on their Shoulders, Sc. 
Power (fays an Author) in Prieſts, begets Pride; 
*© and Vaſſallage, begets Baſeneſs and Poverty in the 
C »A ((C Vu 
Ix has generally been a Complaint againſt the 
Clergy, that they are very fond-of intereſting them- 
ſelves (not in Religion) but in every Affair of State; 
and all, to acquire Power, Authority and Riches, 
How much now, unlike to this has been the Con- 
duct of Mr. Preſident? How officious has he been in 
all Affairs of a civil Nature? ſcarce any Man in our 
Aſſembly for ſome Years has had more Concern in the 
Aſſembly than he, if one might judge by his conſtant 
Preſence, there: How punctual is he in his Atten+ 
dance upon all our General Aſſocrations, and how: very 
officious? In ſhort. he. affects to be chief Dictator 
there. Tho? he has no Right or Concern there, any 
more than any other Man, if it be not Power, Au- 
thority, Sc. that he aims at; for, what Reaſon, does 
he crow! himſelf into all theſe Affairs, both of a civil 
and religious Nature? Te 9 


* 
2 , 


I am perſuaded, if the Preſident could by ary ** 
Content himſelf, with his own proper Buſineſs, an 

let alone ſuch Affairs as do not belong to him; and 
would ſpend as much Time, and Thought, and 
Strength, to inſtruct the Students in Divinity; as he 
ſpends in Matters that don't concern him; College 
would be well provided for in that Reſpect, and it 
would fave the Government the Expence of main» 
taining a Chaplain at College, which will be a ſaving 
ef 1500 or 1800l. per Annum (an Expence worth ſav- 


F ing; 
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Ing, at this Time eſpecially, when the Governmeft is 
ſo much involved) to this it will be objected, that a 
Chaplain will be at the Expence of the College. This 
may be true in a Senſe, I own, but then the Govern- 
ment will be importuned, to raiſe as much Money 
for ſome other Purpoſes, which might as well be an- 
ſwered by this very Monty. I proceed to Tay, 

TrrrDLy, I imagine He has made this Repreſen- 
tation with a View to take off the Attention of the 
Country from A. Z. 

THr1s Gentleman in his Conſideration of the pre- 
ſent State of the Colony, hinted that the 100 C. Law- 
ful-Money, that had been paid annually for many 
Years to the College, was not wanted any longer for 
the Support of the Officers of the College; and that 
there was no Expediency in ſettling a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at College at preſent, under the Name of a 
Profeſſor of Divinity ;---and that the Meeting for 
8 Worſhip in the College-Hall, is upon the ſame 

ooting with the ſeperate Meetings in the Govern- 
ment, 
Tusk Hints gave gteat Offence to Mr: Preſi- 
dent: And ſundry Methods were taken to diſcredit 
them. They were ridicul'd in a Way of Drollery, 


and endeavour'd to be laugh'd out of Doors, as pro- 


ceeding from a Club of Hereticks. And an Anſwer 
was attempted to A. Z's Letter. But after all, the 
Public were not ſatisfied that there was not a great 
deal of Juſtice in A. Z's Remarks: Eſpecially after his 
it appear, that inſtead of a direct Anſwer, he had 
been turn'd off with Reflections upon Dr. Taylor a 
Divine of O!d-Ergland, and an Outcry againſt Hereſy : 
Which were nothing to the Purpoſe. And in which 
he critically examin d Mr. Preſident's Notion of Co/- 
legeß; and produced ſo many Authorities to prove 
that Mr. Preſident was miſtaken, and to ſupport and 
Vindicate what himfelf had hinted in his Letter, that 

| It 


large Reply to ſaid Anſwer; in which he plainly made 
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it was thought by Many, he would prevail in the 
Controverſy. It is certain his Letter and Reply had 
made great Impreſſions upon the Minds of the Multi- 
tude; and it was not eaſy to efface all theſe Impreſſions, 
by ſcattering about privately, Jealouſies and Suſpicions 
concerning the Deſign of A. Z.; and a fſatisfattory di- 
rect Anſwer would be very difficult. What ſhall be 

done then? Why, Sound an Alarm in the Land! 


Cry aloud and warn the People, that a before unheard 


of Monſter of Hergſies, is coming in like a Flood upon 
the Land; that the Colleges and the Churches will be 
born away therewith, unleſs there be a Divinity 
Teacher f t up in the College, and the Officers of the 
College and the People of the Land ſoon intrench 
themſelves behind the Savoy Confeſſion and the Aſ- 
ſambly's Catechiſm! This may ſurpriſe the People; 
and make them imagine there are greater Things to- 
attend unto, than the Repreſentations of 4. Z. I 
make no Doubt but Mr. Preſident intended this. 
Piece of his ſhould ſerve inſtead of an Anſwer to 
A. Z's Reply, and draw off the Attention of the Pub- 
lick from all he had ſaid, to theſe odd and aſtoniſh- 
ing Errors, which he pretends to find prevailing i in 
the Land, and which he omits no Opportunity to in- 
ſinuate Mr. A. Z. is a Patron of. 

FouRTHLY, I imagine the Preſident has wrote 
this new Scheme, and made theſe Repreſentations, in 
Juſtification of his own Condu&.------Here lies the 
Streſs of the whole Aﬀair. The Preſident's Deſire of 
Power and Grandeur is boundleſs. The more Officers, 
as Profeſſors, Chaplains, Tutors, Sc. he has under, 
him, the more auguſt will he appear. With this 
View he has doubtleſs ſeparated the College from New- 
Haven's firſt Society; that he might with a better 


Grace, introduce a Profeſſor, or rather a Chaplain, 


Now whether the College had a Right to ſet up a ſepa- 
rate Worſhip by themſelves or not; or whether Peo- 
pu Disti to it was juſt, is not my Deſign to deter; 
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mine 1 but fo it was. The-greater Part of the Go- 
rernment diſliked the Preſident's Conduct in this Af- 
fair, and it occaſioned very warm Debates. In ſhort, - 
this Affair met with ſo general a Diſapprobation, that 
the Government thought proper to ſhew their Diſlike 
to it, by cutting off an annual Grant, made by the 
Government: to the College, of one hundred Pounds 
Lawful:Money,; per Annum. This was unexpected 
and fiirpriſing to the Preſident ; and doubtleſs, gave 
him ſome uneaſy. Apprehenſions, of the Conſequen- 
ces that mighr follow from the Governments general 
Diſlike. Something muſt therefore be done, in Or- 
der to appeaſe the People; to this End it was firſt 
ſaid, that as the College was a School of Learning, and 
3s the Students were above the Rank and Capacities 
of common People, they wanted Inſtruction more 
fuitable to their Characters and Cirèumſtances; and 
that ſuch Diſcourſes as mixed Aſſemblies were gene- 
rally entertained with, were not proper for them, Sc. 
But this Pretence, tho? it was plauſible, did not effect 
the Thing. Other Arguments were uſed; but to no 
Purpoſe, People ſtill grew more and more uneaſy. 
At Length it was ſaid that Mr. Noyes, the Miniſter of 
the firſt Society of Neto- Haven, where the College - uſed 
to attend, was a' poor Preacher; that his Diſcourſes 
were unſtudied and flat, and no Ways edifying : And 
that it was highly reaſonable, that the Students ſhould 
have a better Pattern of. Preaching ſer before them; 
and - eſpecially, as many of them were defigned to 
be Preachers of the: Goſpel. themſelves. This Argu- 
ment however was inſufficient to effect the Thing 
deſigned, the Uneafinefs of the Country ſtill increaſ- 
ed. Now comes the fatal Engine. Ring the Bells 
backward ! The Temple, the Temple of the Lord 
is on Fire! The CÞyrch is in Danger! This Cry of 
the Church's being in Danger, has been a religious 
Cloak, under which the moſt wicked flagicious 
Crimes have been perpetrated : Witneſs all the Hif- 


. 
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tories of Perſecutions. The Cry of Hereſy, is more 
ſurpriſing to Mankind, than the Cry of Fire; as 
the Conſequences have generally been more terrible 
and awful. This is the Preſidents laſt Argument 
and Refuge, if he don't make his Market of this, 
he will fail in his Deſign. The Preſident perceiving 
that the abovementioned Arguments were inſuffici- 
ent, to juſtify his Conduct, in the Opinion of the 
Government, is obliged to make Uſe of this, viz. 
Hereſy. 1 obſerved heretofore, that it was doubtleſs 
the Preſident's Deſign to make the Government be- 
lieve, that Men in New-Haven had imbibed the Er- 
rors contained in his new Scheme. He does not 
charge particularly, this would be too much pointed ; 
He might be put to the Proof of it in that Cafe, which 
I believe he would not chooſe : He had rather charge 
at large, where no One in ſpecial can oblige him rs 
prove ; and yet in ſuch a Manner, that Thoſe he aims 
at, cannot eſcape the Imputation.--The Sum and Pur- 
out of the Preſident's Peice, being cleared of all it's 

iſguiſes, is this, New- Haven firſt Society is become 
corrupt in the Faith, 'tis therefore of dangerous 
Conſequence, that the College ſhould there attend 5 
The Students are in Danger of imbibing the groſſeſt 
Errors, and damnable Heręſies; for that Society have 
embraced à Scheme of Religion the Goſpel knows 
nothing of, a Scheme intirely ſubverſſve of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. In a Word their Chriſtianity is no bet- 
ter than Mahometiſm or refined Heatheniſm ;, and in 
their Opinion Jeſus Chrift, the Impoſtor Mabomet and 
Apollonius Tyaneus a Magician, are much alike.--If the 
Preſident can make the Government believe that this 
is truly the State of New-Haven firſt Society; they 
will juſtify his Conduct, in endeavouring to withdraw 
the College; and as this therefore ſeems to be a turn- 
ing Point, not only with the Preſident, but with 
New-Haven firſt Society; I am determined that the 
Government ſhall have a juſt Repreſentation - the 
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State of Ne- Haven, reſpecting this Matter: By 
which I perſuade myſelf, every impartial Judge will 
be convinced upon good Evidence, by Votes of the 
Church and Society lately made, ſhewing their Sound- 
neſs in the Faith and inviolable Attachment to the 
Religious Conſtitution of the Government, as well 
as by an Accommodation which has lately been at- 


tempted between the firſt Society of New-Haven and 


the College, which ſhall alſo be juſtly repreſented, 
that the Preſident's Repreſentations reſpecting this 
Matter, have not been agreeable to Truth : And 
conſequently, that he has made. al] this Outcry and 
Buſtle, to ſerve a Scheme of his own. | 
I ſuppoſe it will be thought, that I am of too ſuſ- 


picious jealous a Temper : However tis my Opinion 


that the Government will ſoon be convinced, that 
my Suſpicions are well founded. Tis well known 
that the Preſident ſome Years paſſed, was violently. 
{et againſt, what has by Way of Contempt been cal- 
led New-light. And that he ſhewed his abundant 
Teal this Way, in expelling the two Cleaveland's from 
the College for attending upon a ſeparate Worſhip at 
Canterbury on the Sabbath-day. And that he juſtified 


his Conduct by this Argument, that it was abſurd to 


ſuppoſe the Government would ſupport the College, 
while at the ſame Time its Members countenanced 


and upheld Meetings for publick Worſhip, ſet 


vp in Oppoſition to the Conſtitution of the Go- 
vernment; which the Government as ſuch, neither 
knew or owned; for this had a direct and natur 
Tendency, to introduce all the Confuſion and Diſor- 
der into the Bopy PoLiTick, that could well be ima- 
gined. How many Acts have the Rev. Corporation, 
in Years paſſed, made to ſecure themſelves from thoſe 
Diſorders, and to put them out of Countenance, and 
prevent the Prevalency of them as much as poſſible ? 
And even at this preſent Time, the Preſident, is con- 
ftantly complaining to the Board, that fo long as the 
ps * | ="; 
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Ollege don't worſhip in the College-HalTl, he is unable 
to keep the Students from going to the New-light 
Meeting in Nu-Haven; and the Corporation it ſeems 
judge that Argument is forceable, if true. But with 
Regard to the Preſident, there 1s. good Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that tis all a Farce and a Diſſimulation. For 
I can't underſtand, that the Preſident pretends to pu- 
niſh any Diſorder of this Nature, or even- ſo much 
as to remonſtrate againſt the Practice; eſpecially in 
ſuch a Manner, as that the Students can poſſibly un- 
derſtand him to be in earneſt ; if they did, they ne- 
ver would in ſo open publick a Manner, and on the 
Sabbath, flock to that Houſe. The Preſident is ca- 
pable of Governing that Society; and doubtleſs would 
do it, did he not deſign to make a Handle of that 
Diſorder with the Corporation. If it be a Diforder 
why don't he puniſh it? If it be no Diforder, why 
does he complain of it? But no ſuch Thing! Would 
not one be ready to miſtruſt, from ſuch a Conduct as 
this, that the Preſident would bear with, or do al- 
moſt any Thing to carry a Point? The Students muſt 
worſhip in the College- Hall. This his Heart is bent 
upon, and every Thing muſt truckle to this Grand 
A Fair. And why? What Reaſon is there for it? Why 
ſays the Preſident; in his Tours through the Coun- 
try, the good Effects of the Students Worſhipping by. 
themſelves in the College-Hull, are very apparent; they 
are remarkably orderly and governable, and a very 
ſerious religious Turn of Mind is viſtble through 
the Whole. Every Thing muſt be ſaid to ſerve a 
Turn! Tho? *tis well known to the Tutors, and to the 
whole Town of New-Haven, that there han't been 
in ſeven Years, ſo many and great Diſorders practiſed 
in that Society; as have been committed ſince the 
College worſhipped by themſelves. Such open avow'd 
Contempt of Authority, riotous Frolicks, Gamitig, 
Sc. Theſe Diſorders probably would have been, if the 
College had worſhipp'd where it uſed to do.---But fee- 
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ing che ate Fa ers not to be denied by tlie Preſi⸗ 
dent himſelf, why ſhould the Country be filled with 
Notions and Stories that have no Foundation. 


| + Thoſe Gentlemen in the Country, who have known 


the Preſident, in Years paſt, to have. been a BARRIER 
againſt NEw-Liochr and its Practices; will be ſurt 
priſed to hear, that Men of that Principle, are now 
the only Men proper to repreſent him at the General 
Aſſembly, and that he conſtantly votes for ſach. Han't 
the Government as much Regard for their Conſtitu- 
tion as they uſed to have; or has the Preſident leſs.? 
What is the Reaſon of this? The Preſident's uncertain 
fickle Conduct. The Preſident I ſuppoſe will ſay 
in Excuſe for himſelf, that the Gentlemen he uſed to 
vote for, now appear to be Hereticks. They are no more 
Hereticks, than they were when he did vote for them. 
They are the ſame Men they uſed tobe, Men of the ſame 
Good Senſe, Honour and Integrity; and if there be 
any Change, *tis in the Preſident and not in them, 
When Men change their own Situation, with Re- 
gard to viſible Objects, they then view thoſe Objects 
under different Angles ; which Objects, for that Rea- 
fon, ceaſe to appear in every Particular juſt as they 
did before: Theſe Men therefore are apt to imagine, 
for want of Conſideration, that there has been ſome 


Change or Alteration, in thoſe Objects; tho? the 


Change has been only with Regard to themſelves.-- . 
Tn Truth I fear is, that all the Pranks that 
have been play'd in the Government, and through 
the Country, by the ſcheming and political News 


 fights*, are now a going to be acted over again (and 


oſſibly with this Difference only, that there are ſome 
ew Actors) under this more ſacted Name Ortho- 
— DION doxy, 
; * Trosr that eſpouſe the ſeparating Party, not from Principle 
and Conſcience, but from political Views; who have been called 
political Neo- lights, and ſhould be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe ho- 


neſt People who went off from our Communion from religious 
Principles only. ; 
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doxy, which probably will produce ten Times the 
Diſorder, the Confuſion, that the Firſt has done. All 
Men therefore of Senſe, Order and Religion, ſnould 
double their Guard ten Times.---- 
Bor what renders the Conduct of the Preſide 
yet more ſuſpicious is, that the Rev. Mr. Dagget, 
his Divinity Profeſſor, did in his late Indiſpoſition at 
 New-Haven, fend ſeveral Times, to the ſeparate 
Meeting in that Place to deſire their Prayers. Now 
there is no Reaſon but to ſuppoſe; from the Connec- 
tion which Mr. Dagget has with the Preſident, but 
that Mr. Dagget fully underſtood the Preſident's Sen- 
timents in this Aﬀair; or he never would have pro- 
ceeded thus far.. I would aſk the Preſident theretore, 
whether this Crime, if it may be ſo called, in a Pro- 
feſſor, committed and repeated under his Eye and 
Patronage, be not equal to the Crime of the Cleve- 
lands who were only Under-graduates ?- And whe- 
ther ſuch a Conduct, in a Profeſſor, conſidered both 
as a Preacher and an Example, don't as much ſup- 
port and keep in Countenance ſuch diſorderly Separa- 
tions, as two of the Under-graduates, going to Meet- 
ing would do ? And whether it be nor ſtill as abſurd 
to ſuppoſe; that the .Government will ſupport the 
College, when its Members (eſpecially if they be Prin- 
tipal) labour to ſupport ſuch Meetings as are ſer 
bp. in dife& Contempt of, and in Oppoſition to the 
Conſtitution of the Government, as it uſed to be ?--- 
Or is it right for a Mart to ſend for Prayers when he 
is ſick, where *tis unlawful for him to attend when 
he is well? Or will nothing but the View of Death 
make Men honeſt in declaring their Sentiments ? Or 
is a Separation eſſentially different at New-Haven ; 
from a Separation at Canterbury? Or was the Puniſh- 
ment inflicted on the Clevelands unjuſt ? Why then is 
not ſome Satisfaction made them ? Why muſt New- 
Light and ſeparate Meetings be ſo very offenſive in 
ether Towns of the Government, and conniv'd at at 
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New- Haven, but in Order to ſerve a Deſign 5p ally 
is not Mr. Dagget's Conduct in this Affair, an open 
publick Condemnation of all the Precautions, that 
the Corporation have been taking againſt theſe Diſ- 
orders theſe twelve or fifteen Years paſt, and a Con- 
demnation of all the Cry that the Gentlemen of the 
Corporation make againſt the New-light in the Eaſ- 
tern Parts of the Government? 

I Takxt the Liberty to give a ſhort Diſſertation 
on Chriſtian Charity, that we may ſee how well the 
Preſident has comported himſelf with this important 
Precept. 
j CnarrTy, is a kind benevolent Temper in the 
| Soul, which perſuades and urges Men to do Good, 
l (as Opportunity preſents) to All; but by a Chriſti- 
ji an Statute, it is to be extended, in a ſpecial Manner to 
l Chriſtians : By which we are enjoined 7% do Good to 
| 


| All, as we have Opportunity, eſpecially to the Houſhold of 
| Faith : This Charity as a Principle, is the Support 
|| and Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion : For as 
Þ Unity is the Strength and Security of every Body of 
l Men; fo Charity is the beſt Foundation of this U- 
i! nity : For which Reaſon Cnr1sT when he incorpo- 
l rated the Church into one Body with Himſelf, Ye 
| being the Head, they the Members, made this 
1 Charity (which is truly ſo in the Nature of 
Things) a great and fundamental Principle; and by 
thus doing, founded his Church and Kingdom, 
il upon a Baſis worthy it's Author: Accordingly 
we ſee, he every where inculcates this Principle, By 
Love (fays our Lok p), erde one another, for all the 


| Law is fulfilled in one Word, even in this, thou ſhalt 
! 


love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. This Charity is. eſſen- 
if | tially neceſſary ; not only to the Being of a Chriſti- 
. an, but to Chriſtianity it ſelf. It is the Commune Vincu- 
1 lum, the common Tie, the Chriſtian Connection; it 
| is that Principle, that good practical Rule of Acti- 
on, which holds and binds Chriſtians together; and 
| in 


(153+). 


in exact Proportion, as this Principle governs of 
not; ſo the Church of CHRIS increaſes or decreaſes | 
in the World: This is the very Characteriſtick of 
a Chriſtian; By this (ſays our Lond? ſhall all Men 
know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one another. 
Charity is a great Chriſtian. Principle, and as 'tis 
the beſt Foundation of Unity, without which the 
Church could not ſtand; it may juſtly be eſteemed 
a fundamental Principle. Wherefore the Apoſtle 
ells us, That if we could ſpeak all Le aud 
could remove Mountains, if Charity was wanting, in 
Point of Salvation it would profit us nothing. his 
Charity the Apoſtle Paul tells us, ſuffereth long and. 
is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed 
2 2 doth not n itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her CW, 
ic not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in 
Tniquity, but rejoiceth in the J. ruth, beareth all Things, 
and believeth all Things, hopeth all Things, and endu- 
reth all Things; which is as if he had ſaid, the 
Man that. is truly governed by this noble Prin- 
ciple of Chriſtian Charity, is ſo far from doing his 
Neighbour an Injury, that he will gladly do him all 
that Good that lies in his Power : is ſo far from 
ſurmiſing Il of him, or reporting to his Diſadvan- 
tage; that he will put the beſt Conſtructions upon 
his Actions and Principles, that the Nature of them 
will admit of. How far now has the Preſident made 
this Principle the Rule of his Conduct? Charity 
(ſays the Apoſtle) 7hinketh no Evil; but the Pre- 
ſident not only thinks, but ſays, his Neighbours 
have embraced a Scheme of Religion, unknown to 
the Goſpel of CHRIST. Charity believeth all Things, 
bopeth all Things, ſays the Apoſtle, by which we are 
to underſtand, that a truly charitable Man, is really 
diſpoſed to believe and hope the Belt of his Neigh- 
bour : But the Preſident, ' not only believes, but 
ſays, and writes the Worſt of his Neighbours z by 
. of them as being no better then Ma- 
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hometans or Heatbens; as believing a Number of 
damnable Errors, and in Conſequence of this, that 
they are not fit for Chriſtian Communion. Is this 
keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond. of Peace ? 
Now let every impartial Man compare the Preſident's 
Writings eſpecial his new Scheme, and the Reports 


that he has ſpread thro? the Country concerning News 


Haven; together with his Actions, viz. ſeparating the 
College from the firſt Society of New-Haven, and ſet- 
ting up a ſeparate Meeting in the College-Hall; and 
ſay whether I miſrepreſent him or not. 
Ix Charity is the Foundation of Chriſtian Unity, 
and Unity eſſentially neceſſary to the Being of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as has been obſerved ; then I think 
repreſenting Chriſtians as 'no better than Mahometans 
and Heathens; as holding Principles that are hereti-: 
cal and damning; is a Sin againſt the very Being of 
Chriſtianity, as it has a direct natural Tendency, to 
deſtroy all that Charity and Benevolence among 
Chriſtians, that cements and holds them together. 
And ſhould be glad if the Preſident would conſider, 
whether that Conduct which deſtroys. an eſſential, 
and fundamental Principle in the Chriſtian Religion, 
be not eſſentially and fundamentally ' wrong. This 
is a mortifying Thought! And ſhould ſhame every 
Chriſtian ! That the baſe Subjects to the. Prince of 
Darkneſs, unite their whole Strength to ſupport that 
ingloriqus Kingdom; while we the. Children of 
Light, and Subjects to the Prince of Peace, baſely 
betray the Cauſe of our Divine Maſter, diſunite a- 
mong Ourſelves, promoteDiſturbance and Diſaffection 
in his Kingdom, and by this Means expoſe it to the. 


Iaroads of the Prince of the Power of the Air, who. 


works in the Children of Diſobedience. 
It may here be aſked, whether there be no Here- 
ticks in So World? I anſwer yes, a great many; but 
then would obſerve that upon a moderate Compu- 
tation, in my Opinion, nine Tenths of- them, "__ | 
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no other Exiſtence than in the Minds of their uncha- 
ritable Neighbours. - That there are Hereticks in the 
Faith, I don't diſpute, and that Hereticks known to 
be ſuch, are complained of and expoſed, is not here 
condemned: But that Chriſtians of a ſober Profeſſion,” 
ſhould be ſuſpected, upon little, or what is worſe, no 
Evidence at all, and reprefented as Hereticks ; is the 
Thing the Preſident is to be blamed for. He ſhould 

| have attended to that Direction in Deut. xiii. reſ- 
18 pecting Idolatry, If thou ſhalt bear jay, &c. Then 
« thou ſhalt enquire and make Search, and aſk diligently,” 
« and behold if it be Truth, and the Thing certain, that 
* fuch an Abomination is wrought among you, then thou 
* ſhalt ſurely ſmite, &c.” "| © | | 
' Here it may be obſerved, that the Idolator, was 
not to be proceeded againſt, upon Surmiſe or Hear-' 
ſay, or any ſuch inſufficient Evidence; but upon full 
Proof: Tho? his Principles were directly ſubverſive 
of the Fewyh Conſtitution, which was a THROCRAc, 
Gop was their KINO, conſequently Idolatry was 
juſtly chargeable as high Treaſon againſt the King of 
C 2 y 
Mien ſhould he very cautious how they charge one 
another, ſeeing that they are ſo liable to miſtake. A 
remarkable Inſtance of this was found with the Pro- 
phet Eli, 1.Sam. i. Who with Regard to Hannah, miſ- 
took Prayer for Drunkenneſs ; and Elijah judged Ill of all 
Iſrael, 1. Kings xix. That they were given to Idolatry, 
(himſelf excepted) 2h there were ſeven Thouſand Men 
(Gop being Judge) that had never bow'd the Knee to 
the Image of Baal. | 
The Author of our Beings, has made us capable, 
of being united in Charity, Love and Friendſhip ; 
but we are abſolutely incapable from our very make, 
of Perceiving and Judging alike, and conſequently 
of Believing alike in every Thing : We can no more 
ſee alike then we can taſte alike. Hence appears 
the Reaſonableneſs of our attempting to unite 1 5 
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kind in Love and Friendſhip ; and the Unreaſonable- 


neſs of our inſiſting upon every Man's Believing juſt 


as we do; add to this, that *tis of much more Impor- 
tance, that Mankind ſhould be united in Love and 
Charity, then in Sentiments ; agreeable to which, ſays 
the Apoſtle, Now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe 
three; but the greateſt of theſe is Charity. I wiſh the 
Clergy were more generally of the Apoſtle's Mind in 
this Point, and inſtead of giving of us ſo many Teſts 
and Rules of Tryal, in Matters of Faith ; that they 
would give us one Rule and Teſt, for the Tryal of. 
our Charity and F .riendſhip ; for as yet I cannot 
learn that they have given us one of this Sort; 


tho! the Bible abounds with them. Do the Clergy 


imagine that the more Mankind love one another, 
the leſs they ſhall be beloved? or can't they accom- 
pliſh their Deſigns, unleſs Chriſtians are kept toge- 
ther by the Ears? 

*T1s great Pity, as Charity is our diſtinguiſhing 
Mark as Chriſtians, that we exerciſe it much leſs 
in Religion, then in the common Affairs of Life. 
Agreeable to which ſays an Author, I do not 
e believe, that there are upon Earth, two Men 


0 who think exactly alike upon every Subject; 


* and yet our Different Taſte's in Meat, Drink; 
Building and Dreſs make not the leaſt Difference 
“ in Human Society; nor is it likely that they 


ever will, unleſs we eſtabliſh by Law, and tack 


« Preferments to one particular Mode of eating, 
drinking, building and dreſſing; then indeed we 
&« may expect to fee the eſtabliſhed orthodox Maſon, 
0 Cook, and Taylor, very zealous and loud for Con- 
m5 formity and Penalties : But at prefent ten Men, 
in ten different Suits, can dine together upon ten 
ce different Diſhes ; and give ten different Opinions, 
« upon one Piece of Painting or Architecture, with- 
te out breaking Friendſhip and good Humour: If 
$6 indeed IF be Drunk with Wine or Zeal, a wil 
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i vill be apt to fight about the Church or ſome- 
thing elſe : But why Men in their Senſes ſhould 
« clamour and quarrel at a Neighbours particular 
& Conſcience, any more, than at his particular Pa- 
* late; no Reaſon can be aſſigned, but the Delu- 
© fjons of Prieftcraft, operating upon it's genuine 
« Ifſue, Bigottry.--- 

Tat Preſident having recited his new Scheme, 

and made ſome Reflections upon it; proceeds to ſay, 
© Sundry Artifices have been uſed, in Order to 
<« prepare the Minds of Men to receive this new 
« Scheme Page 23. A few of which J ſhall take 
Notice of; and the firſt is this, © That there are no 
& fundamental Principles in Religion, or any certain 
« Set of Doctrines neceſſary to be believed, in Order 
« to Salvation. If the Prefident has taken theſe 
Propoſitions from an Enemy to Chriſtianity, he 
has done it on an Occaſion too frequent with him, 
that it is nothing to his Purpoſe. For no- Body 
could imagine that the Friends of Chriſtianity, can 
be obliged to anſwer for every Thing that it's Enemies 
ſhall ſay: But if he has not, what ſhall we under- 
ſtand by them ? Shall we think, that there are ſome 
Chriſtians, who believe there are no fundamental 
Principles in the Chriſtian Religion ? I am ve 
ſenſible, that there are ſome Men, who think thar 
'tis not neceſſary, that a Man ſhould believe eve- 
ry Thing, in order to Salvation; but that there 
ever was a Chriſtian who thought that there was 
no one Principle neceſſary to be believed, not fo 
much as the being of a Gon, or that there was 
ſuch a Perſon as Jesus CRIST, or that Holineſs is 
neceſſary to Happineſs, I don't believe. 

Another Artifice made Uſe of, is this, They ſay, 
the greateſt Here is an immoral Life.” From the 
Preſident's mentioning this, one would have thought, 
that he would have ſaid ſomething, if he had known 
what to ſay. This Phraſe has been made Uſe of, 
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* Calviniſtic and Nemonſtrant Divines foes ey 
was never. excepted againſt before, that I know of ; 
and all that was ever intended ro be meant by it, 
was this, that let Men cenſure and damn one a- 
nother for their Differences in Matters of F aith, they 

we it as their Sentiments, that no Error in F aith 
will ſet them at a greater Remove from Heaven, 
then a wicked and immoral Life, which is not half 
ſo much cenſured. 

Another Artifice is this, C That public Or- 
* thodoxy has been very various in different Coun- 
A tries, and in the ſame Country in different Times; 
c that Councils, or Aſſemblies of Divines, not be- 
: ing infallible, have no Right to make or impoſe 
* upon Others, any Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith; 
&« or public Teſts or Standards of Orthodoxy. 5 
Words of ſolid, important and everlaſting Truth ! 
Theſe Propoſitions I humbly. conceive, deſerve a bet- 
ter Name then Artifice;---*. Subſcriptions * (ſays 
a learned Writer) © haye ever been a Grievance 
tc to the Church of Cop and the firſt Introduction 
te of them, was owing to Pride, and the Claim of 
« an untighteous, ungodly Power. Neither the War- 
* rant of Scripture, nor the Intereſt of Truth made 
& them neceſſary. *Tis but by Few I think, if Any, 
* pretended, that the ſacred Writings Countenance 
& this Practice. They do indeed abound with Di- 
&* rections and Exhortations, to adhere ſteadfaſtly to 
& the Faith, not to be moved from the Faith, nor 
te toſſed about with every Wind of Doctrine. But 
« what is the Faith we are to adhere to? What, 
& the Faith eſtabliſhed and ſtamped for Orthodoxy | 
& by the Biſhops and Councils? Rediculous ! If 
e this was the Caſe, our Faith muſt be as various 
e as their Creeds, and as abſurd and contradictory 
“as their Deciſions. No, the Faith we are to 
4 be grounded and ſettled in, is that which was 
< once delivered to | the Saints, that which was 
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+ preached by the Apoſtle to the Gentiles, as s well 
as Jews; the wholeſome Words we are to con- 
ſent to, are the Words of our Lord IESus 
Carisr, and the Doctrine which is according 
to Godlineſs. This, all genuine Chriſtians receive, 
aut of a Regard to a much higher Authority than 
belongs to any Set of Men in the World; and 
therefore the Sanction of Fathers and Councils in 
this Caſe, is as impertinent, as a Man's pretending 


to give a Sanction to the Conſtitutions of the Great 


Gob. And as to all other Articles of Faith, nei- 
ther They, or any Others, have any Commiſſion 
to impoſe them on the Conſciences of Men; and 


the Moment they attempt to do it, they ceaſe to 


be Servants in the Houſe. of Gop, and act as 
the true and proper Lords of the Heritage.--- 


* Deciſions made in Controverſies of Faith by the 


Clergy, carry in them no Force rior Evidence of 
Truth : Let their Office be ever ſo ſacred, it 
doth not exempt them from human Frailties and 
Imperfections; they are ag liable to Error and 
Miſtake, to Prejudice and Paſſion, as any of the 
Laity wharſoever, can be. 

How then can the Clergy kave any Authority 
in Controverſies of Faith, which the Laity have 
not? That they have erred in. their Deciſions, 


and decreed Light to be Darkneſs, and Darkneſs 


Light; that they have perplefed the Conſciences 
of Men, and corrupted the Simplicity of the 


Faith in CHRIS TH; all their Councils and Synods, 


are a notorious. Proof: With what Tubice or 
Modeſty then, can they pretend to a Power of 
oblig ging Others to believe their Articles, or 
ſubſcribe them? “ 


But it is ſaid in favour of Subſcriptions, that 


they prevent Errors, and ſecure the Truth: This 
Method of preventing Error, will ſuit all Religlons, 
and all Sorts of Principles whatſoever; and is that 
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by which Error maintains it's Ground, and is in- 
deed rendered impregnable; for allowing that the 
Calviniſtic Principles are the real Doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity, and that they are ſecured and ſupported by 
Subſcriptions ; all Errors, as Arminianiſm, Socinianiſim, 
Arianiſm, &c. are ſecured in the like Manner ; what 
Security then will this be to Truth, when the Bulk 
of Mankind by theſe Means are invincibly ſupported 
and confirmed in Error? Subſcriptions are no Se- 
curity, for tho' Men of Integrity and Conſcience 
may, and oftentimes undoubtedly do ſubmit to 
them ; yet Men of no Principles, or very looſe ones, 
worldly and ambitious Men, the Thoughtleſs and Ig- 
norant, will moſt certainly do it, when they find it 
for their Intereſt. The Church that encloſes her 
ſelf with theſe Fences, leaves abundant Room for the 
Entrance of all Perſons of ſuch Characters; to whom 
then doth ſhe refuſe Admittance? Why, if it be to 
any, it muſt be to Men who cannot bend their Con- 
ſciences to their Intereſt. But Men of no Conſciences, 
and of no Religion fave Political, may always be ad- 
mitted. Said a learned Divine, I think this ſub- 
ſcribing to Creeds and Articles of Faith; is infamous 
in its Nature, and vindicable upon no Principles of 
"Conſcience and Honour.” It tends to render the 
Clergy contemptible, in the Eyes of the People, 
who will be apt to think, that they have but little 
Reaſon to regard the Sermons of Men, who have 
prevaricated in their Subſcriptions, and that they 
preach for the ſame Reaſon that they ſubſcribed, viz, 
their worldly Intereſt. *Tis of very pernicious Influence 
and Example, and its Conſequences leads to the Breach 
of all Faith amongſt Mankind, and tends to the 
Subverſion of Civil Society. For if the Clergy are 
known, to prevaricate in ſubferibing to Religious 
Teſts of Orthodoxy, is it not to be feared that Others 
may learn from them to prevaricate in their Sub- 
ſcriptions to Civil Teſts of Loyalty? And 3 
FO there 
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there is a great deal of Reaſon to imagine, that if Men 
can tutor and twiſt their Conſciences, ſo as to ſubſcribe 
Articles of Faith, contrary to their own Perſuaſion, 
and only as Articles of Peace or a Qualification for 
a Living; they would ſubſcribe for the ſame Rea- 
ſon to Popery or Mahometaniſm ; for it this be a good 
Reaſon for ſubſcribing any Article which I do not 
believe, *tis a Reaſon for ſubſcribing all; and there- 
fore I humbly apprehend, that a Practice which gives 
ſo much Occaſion to ſuch ſcandalous Prevarications 
with Gop and Man, ſhould be caſt off as an inſuf- 
ferable Grievance, and as a Yoke upon the Necks of: 
the Clergy, too heavy for them to bear. Thus far he, 
AnoTHER Artifice made Uſe of is this, © that 
4 no Man is bound to believe, as our Fathers be- 
lieved; but every Man has aRight to judge for him 
felt... Pag. 24. This is one of thoſe Propoſitions the 
Preſident ſays, „that tho? it has the Appearance of 
© Truth, yet it is ſo mixed and diſguiſed with Falſ- 
de hood, that it equally tends to lead the unwary 
& Mind into Error, as if it were wholly and abſo- 
e lutely falſe.” Now from his calling this Propofi- 
tion an Artifice, &c. *tis Evident he underſtands it 
not to be a Truth. Now *tis evident that we are not 
obliged to believe as our Fathers believe, or as any 
other Men believe, except they give us Evidence on 
which to found our Belief; for it we could be oblig- 


ce d to believe any Propoſition tho' it was a Truth, 


without ſeeing the Evidence which ſupported it, 
purely for this Reaſon, becauſe zhey believed it; we 
ſhould for the ſame Reaſon be obliged to believe a 
Propoſition it they believed it, tho' it was really 
falſe: But if they give us Evidence of the Truth of 
a Propoſition ſufficient to found our Belief upon, in 
this Caſe we ſhall be obliged to believe it; not be- 
cauſe they believed it, but becauſe they have ſhewn 
us the Evidence upon which it is ſupported. I ſhould 
Rare thought that the Preſident deſigned to Cor. 
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feſs this Truth that I am contending for, in Pag. 2 6. 
when he ſays, tho' every Man has a Right to ex- 
“ amine and judge for himſelf according to Truth.“ 
had he not backed it by this Propoſition, yet no 
% Man in the Sight of 'Go D has a Right to judge 
yo wrong.” 

This laſt Propoſition "Ou to ſound pretty well, 
but I imagine there is more Sound in it- than Sub- 
ſtance,” for I think, that if it be right I ſhould judge 
for myſelf,” it is right in the Sight of Gop * For that 
which is right either by Warrant from him, or in 

the Nature of Things, is right in his Sight. If by 
the Word Right, be meant Warrant, Authority, Pri- 
vilege, &c. then the Propoſition would ſtand thus, 
no Man has a Warrant. or Authority in the Sight 
of God to judge wrong, and conſequently if he 
ſhould, he is to be blamed ; my having a Right, Au- 
thority, or Warrant'to judge for myſelf, I think ſup- 
poſes, that I may — up a Judgment in an Af- 
fair that I am concerned, whether it be agreeable or 
not agreeable to the Nature of Things ; provided 1 
judge upon the beſt Evidence I can poſſibly get: 
Which is evident from this Conſideration, that I can 
have no Right to judge contrary to, or againſt Evi- 
dence ; Evidence being that alone, by which my Judg- 
ment is be determined; now if the Evidence in my 
Mind concludes againſt the Truth in Nature, and if 
for that Reaſon, J have no Warrant to make up a 
Judgment in the Affair, tis evident on the other 
Hand, that I can have no Right to judge without or 
againſt Evidence: The Conſequence: will be, that I 
have no Right or Authority to make up a Judgment 
at all; which is a Contradiction to my having a Right 
or Authority to make up a Judgment for myſelf. _ 

The Jews of old, before Aſtronomy and the Ma- 
thematicks had arrived to any conſiderable Height, 
were obliged to judge that the Sun went round the 
Fa 10 uy ou a 28 1 to „Judge; and his, 
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this, they had a Warrant from Go p: Becauſe they 
had no Evidence to determine them in Favour of the 
contrary Suppoſition, and Gop himſelf talked of it, 
as tho? this had been the Fact, by repreſenting the 
Sun as Riſing and Setting, &c. ſo Amos viii. 9. T 
will Cauſe the Sun, ſays GOD, to go down at Noon. 
Now if theſe Men had no Right in the Sight of Go 
to make up this Judgment, it is very difficult if not im- 
poſſible to account for the Deity's. making Uſe of ſuch 
a Phraſeology as would almoſt inevitably both beget 
and confirm in them ſuch an Opinion. It theſe Men 
had no Right to judge that the Sun went round the 
Earth, which is the Preſident's Determination, becauſe 
that would conclude againſt the Truth ; they cer- 
rainly had noRight to judge the contrary Suppoſition 
to be true, viz. that the Earth went round the Sun, 
becauſe they had no Evidence on which to fond 


their Jugdment ; and the Evidence was really out of. 


their Reach at that Time, tho' Aſtronomy has ſince 
evidenced the Fact: The Conſequence is evidently 
this, that they had no Right in the Sight of God to 
make up any Judgment in this Affair: So that when 
Gop ſpake about the Sun's Riſing and Setting, and 


when he ſaid he would cauſe the Sun to go down at 


Noon, they had a Right to form no Judgment of 
his Meaning, but that his Words were meerly Sounds 
without Meaning or, Significanſ p. * 
Bur if it ſhould be objected, that theſe Men had a 
Right to judge that the Earth went round the Sun, 
tho there was no Evidence in their Minds to Sup- 
port it; becauſe that was the Truth. I anſwer that 
it they had a Right to believe one Propoſition with- 
out Evidence, tho? it was a Truth; they had an e- 
qua) Right to believe any Propoſition, without Evi- 
ence, true or falſe: For if I without any Reaſon, 
have a Right to judge any one Propoſition to be 
Truth, I have a Right, for no Reaſon, to judge all 
Propoſitions to be true; but the Truth is, I have 
1 | no 
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no Right to judge any Propoſition to be true without 
that, that I have good Reaſon and Evidence to be- 
lieve it is ſo. 

For the further Illuſtration of this Argument, I 
query, whether the Mariners who caſt Jonah into 
the Sea, in a Tempeſt, had not a Right in the Sight 
of God, to judge that he was drowned ? The Pre- 
ſident ſays no, 7 it was not. true. To which 
I anſwer, they had a Right in the Sight of Gop to 
make up this Judgment, becauſe they had the ſame 
Evidence, and all the Evidence of his being drown- 
ed, that they would have had, or probably could 
have had, if it had heen really ſo, If another Man 
at the ſame Time had been caſt into the Sea, to- 
gether with Jonab, and had not been ſaved in that 
miraculous Manner that he was, but had periſhed 
in. that mercileſs Element ; the Mariners in that 
Caſe, would have had a Right in the Sight of -Gop, 
(the Preſident will allow} to judge that he was 
drowned ; tho* there was as much and the very 
ſame Evidence to determine their Judgment that 
Jonab was drowned alſo. Now, how theſe Men could 
have a Right in the Sight of Gop, upon certain E- 
vidence and for certain Reaſons, to judge concern- 
ing the Fate of one Man; and yet, not have a 
Right in the Sight of Gop, upon the ſame Evidence 
and for the ſame Reaſons, and under the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances to make the ſame Judgment, with regard 
to another Man, is a very great Myſtery. What 
Confuſion would this make in civil Affairs? For 
if this was true, it would follow, that a Judge upon 
certain Evidence, would have a Right in the Sight 
of Gop to judge, that A in Debt was liable 
to B; but upon the ſame Evidence, he would not 
have a Right in the Sight of Gop to judge that 
B was liable to C: Conſequently if in the one Caſe, 
he ſhould award B to pay to C, the ſame as he 
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in the other Caſe had awarded A to pay to B, hil 


Judgment in the Sight of Gop in one Caſe would be 


right, and he would come off with Impunity; but 
in the other Caſe it would be wrong, he would be 
culpable, and worthy of Puniſhment. If this was 
the Caſe who would be a Judge? The Preſident's 


Notion of the Right of private Judgment, appears to 


me to be very ſingular, weak and inconſiſtent. 

I was not long ſince in Company with a parti- 
cular Gentleman, and in dicourſing upon this Pro- 
poſition of the Preſident's, he took Occaſion to ſay, 


that he in Company with another Gentleman, waited 


upon the Preſident at a certain Time, when the 
Converſation turned upon the Catechiſm ; and after 
conſiderable Converſation had, put this Queſtion, 
ſuppoſe that upon Examination of a particular Pro- 
poſition, I ſhould think that the Scripture would 
ſupport it, and that it was a Doctrine of Scripture z 
but comparing this Propoſition with the Catechiſm, 
the Catechiſm would not ſupport it; which muſt I 
believe in this Caſe, the Scriptures or the Catechiſm ? 
The Preſident replyed, you muſt believe the Cate- 
chiſm, and gave this as a Reaſon, that you ought 
rather to be determined by the Judgment of ſuch 


a Number of wiſe and good Men, then by your 
own Judgment: And added, that in the Courſe of this 
Converſation, the Preſident repeated this Propofitt- 


on n=ar ten Times; that he was ſure he could not 
miſtake him. A ſurpriſing Propoſition for a Di- 
vine! If this was true, we might be called noble, 
as the Bareans were, not for ſearching the Scriptures, 
but the Catechiſm, t know whether theſe Things are 
true or not: But *tis my Opinion, that an infpired 
Apoſtle would have rather ſaid, 2% hath bewitch- 
ed you, that you ſhould not obey the Truth ? Upon 


this Reaſoning of the Preſident's, we ſhall be obli- 


ged to believe the Reſolves and Decrees of all the 
Councils, 
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Councils Synods, and Aſſemblies of Divines; that 
ave ever been convened together in the World; 

provided, they were numerous and good ; and conſe- 
quently ſhall be obliged to believe all their Contradicti- 
ons and Inconſiſtencies; which a Man may do, when 
he can perſuade himſelf to believe, that two and two 
make four and that two and two don't make four. --- 
1 beg my Reader's Patience one Minute more on 
this Point, whilſt I juſt obſerve, that this pretend- 
ed Argument of the Preſident's, is nothing but a 
Sophiſm, or falſe Argument. Obſerve the Queſtion, 
in this Caſe, ſhall I believe the Scriptures, or 
the Catechiſm ? The Catechiſm; ſays the Preſident ; 

pray for what Reaſon ? Why, ſays the Preſident, | 
you ought to be determined by the Judgment of 
theſe Men, rather than your own ; this is nothing 
to the Purpoſe, I did not aſk whether I ſhould be- 
lieve myſelf, or the Catechiſm, if I had, then his 


Anſwer would have been in rp I don't fay to the 


Purpoſe. He ſhould have faid, if he deſigned to 
anſwer the Queſtion, that I ought to be determined 


rather by the Judgment of theſe Men, then by the 


Scripture ; this would have been an Anſwer to the 
Queſtion z but that I ſhould prefer their Judgment 
to my own, is no Anſwer to the Queſtion, at 
all : He miſtakes the Oppoſites in the Argu- 


ment ; the Catechiſm and myſelf, are no Oppoſites 


in the Senſe of the Queſtion ; the Oppoſites, are the 
* and the Catechiſm, and the Queſtion is 

ain, which of theſe two ſhall I believe? The 
— 's Reaſoning on this Point, is as if I ſhould 


obſerve to him, that there was a Diſpute between 


Doctor Watts and Mr. Lock, reſpecting the Soul's 
ſleeping ; and ſhould aſk him, which of 1 Gentle- 


men I muſt believe to be right? And he ſhould 


ſay, Doctor Watts, and give 1 5 as 4 Reaſon, that 

Doctor Watts was a better Judge i in this Affair than I; 

nn ſees is — to the Purpoſe: If bs 
ha 
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ſaid, that Waits Judgment was to be preferred te 
Lock's, he would have ſaid ſomething; ſo in the other 
Caſe, if he had ſaid, I ought to be determined 
rather by. the Judgment. of. thoſe, good Gentlemen 
who compoſed the Catechiſm, than by thoſe Men 
who wrote the Scriptures by Inſpiration, z he would 
have ſaid ſomething in anſwer to the Queſtion; and it 
rould indeed be ſaying a great Deal.---Thus much 
For Arches nia I ooo non To 
In Page 25 the , Preſident ſays, „That public 
* Bodies and Communities of Men, have a Right 
sto judge for themſelves, concerning their own 
public State and Conſtitution, the Qualifications 
© of their own. Miniſters.and Inſtructors, and what 
c Dodrines they would have preachedto Themſelves, 
and to theirPoſterity.” If this be true, that all Bodies 
and Communities of Men have a Right to judge for 
themſelyes, and to judge of the Doctrines that they 
would have preached to them; it is a ſufficient Con- 
futation of all Arguments brought for the Support 
of the Right. in Any, of making and impoſing Creeds 
and Confeſſions of Faith upon Others; becauſe 
a Right in one Body of Men, to impoſe their Princi - 
ples upon Another; neceſſarily ſuppoſes that They on 
whom they are impoſed, have no Right to judge for 
themſelves : So that for the, Clergy to make and im- 
poſe their Creeds and Confeſſions of Faith, upon any 
Body or Society of the Laity; is a.. Contradiction; 
upon the Preſident's own Principles here laid down, 
Here I would obſerve, that if public Bodies and 
Communities of Men, have a Right te judge for 
themſelves ;, it follows by neceſſary, Conſequence, 
that eyery Individual of that Body or Community, 
has a Right to judge for himſelf : Becauſe the. Judg» 
ment of Publick Bodies and Communities, is nothing 
but, the, private. Judgments of every Individual of 
that Body or Community, added together, and 
brought into a Sum Total: So that if there was no 
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Right of private Judgment, there could not be in 


Nature, any ſuch Thing as the Judgment of publick 
Bodies or Communities of Men. 

The Preſident goes on to ſay, © when a Miniſter 
* has a Call to a Church, it is upon this Suppoſition 
jn theView of Thoſe who call him; that he believes 
* and will preach to Them and Their's, thoſe Doc- 
* trines which they believe and declare to be the 
* Truth ; and if he does not, he is guilty of Delu- 
„ fion, Deception, and Breach of Covenant.” 

Tarrs is a dne Compliment paid to the Laity: And 
will doubtleſs be pleaſing to Thoſe, who are afraid of 
of being Prieft-ridden. But if They ſurvey the Pre- 
ſident's Scheme fully, they will not have ſo much 
Reaſon to be pleaſed, as they imagine.---This is the 
Preſident's Scheme, that the Clergy ſhould make 
Creeds and Confeffions of Faith and impoſe them 
upon the People, and then that the Clergy ſhould be 
obliged to preach the Principles that the Feople 
believe. | ETHOS Be 

A MINISTER of the Chriſtian Religion, is obliged 
to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt. Unto us, ſays the Apoſ- 
tle, are committed the Words of Reconciliation. Wo to me 
if I preach not the Goſpel, ſays St. Paul. As a Mi- 
niſter receives his Commiſion from Chriſt, he is obliged 
in Conſequence of that, to receive thoſe Dotirines that 


he is to preach, from him alſo. And the Mmniftry, 


„ ſays the Apoſtle, which I have received from the Lord 
« Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of GOD.” 
And for this Reaſon, I believe it to be anAfﬀront to the 
Author of our holy Religion, who commiſſionates Men 
to be Miniſters in his Kingdom; for any ſuch Miniſter 
upon his Dęſgnation to any particular Cure, meanly, 
and for want of true Chriftian Courage and Forti- 
tude, to oblige himfelf to preach either the Principles 
of his People, or the Articles of the Savoy or Weſt- 
minſter Confeſſion, or the Principles of any former 
Councils, or the Principles of any Body of Men 
2 e wWfhitſeeber. 
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Whatſoever. For having received his Authority as a 
Miniſter from Chriſt, he is bound to preach the Goſ- 
pel, and that alone: And has therefore no Right to 
oblige himſelf to preach the Principles of any Man 
or Body of Men, living or dead: Conſequently if he 
does, he ſo far forth forfeits the Charatter of a Miniſter 
of Chriſt: For ſays the Apoſtle, *©* which Things alſa 
© we ſpeak, not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teach- 
eth; but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.” A Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, is no more obliged to preach the Goſ- 
pel in that Senſe of it in which his People believe it; 
then a Juſtice of the Peace is obliged to execute the 
Laws of this Colony, in that Senſe of them, in which 
thoſe People underſtand them, over whom his Juriſ- 
diction extends : But as in the one Caſe, the Juſtice 
is obliged to execute the Laws in hat Senſe of them, in 
ich Thole that made them, and put him in Power, 
underſtand them; ſo in the other Caſe a Miniſter is 
obliged to preach the Goſpel in that Senſe of it, in 
which he (meaningChri/t} underſtood it, who made him 
a Miniſter.---So - a Miniſter is under Obligations 
to preach the Doctrines of the Goſpel, whether his 
People believe them or not; whether they will hear 
or whether they will forbear.--- 

This Principle of the Preſident's, is big with many 
Abſurdities : For Firſt it ſuppoſes that Thoſe that are 
to be taught, are wiſer and better Judges of the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, than their Teachers: If this 
be not the Caſe, how comes the declared Principles of 
the People to be the Standard of their Miniſter's Faith? 

SECONDLY, it ſuppoſes, that if a People have 
embraced never ſo many Errors, antecedently to 
their Miniſter's Settlement over them; that their Mi- 
niſter has no Right in that Caſe, to preach againſt 
thoſe Errors, and aſſert the Truths which ſtand in 
Oppoſition to them: Nay, if he does, he is guilty of 
Deceit, Deluſion, and Breach of Covenant.---If he 
don't, he is guilty of a Breach of Covenant, and that 
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with Gop. The Conſequence will be, that a People 
muſt never be wiſer then they were when their Mi- 
niſter ſettled with them; at leaſt their Miniſter muſt 


n 


Errors, by having thoſe very Errors inculcated upon 
them as Truths. 3 $oro  n $2 u ah pe NN FA 
©, LasTLy, It ſuppoſes, that the Proteſtant Reforma- 
tion, was carried on by Deceit, Deluſion, and Breach 
of Covenant; ſo far at leaſt, as the ſettled Miniſters 
of the Goſpel had any Hand in it. Let any Man 
judge then, who has reflected on the Proteſtant Re- 
formation with the greateſt Severity, Mr. Taylor, or 
MARS ĩ o Hr 
In Pag. 27. the Preſident fays, ©* altho* a good 
moral Life is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, as 
<< neceſſarily flowing from a living Faith; yet upon 
* theſe Principles, there is no great Advantage in it, 
<< but only with regard to the Happineſs of this 
„World: For no external Action is either good or 
bad in a moral or religious Senſe, 'but with regard 
< to the Principle it proceeds from; for if a Man 
< ſhould externally keep the whole moral Law, to 
„ recommend himſelf to Jupiter or Mabomet, or to 
merit Heaven by his own Righteoufnefs, or for any 
< other End, excluſive of the Glory of Gop, it will 
not be ſufficient to Salvation. ' + {© 7 0h 
Here the Preſident aſſerts one Propoſition which 
no Man denies, and ſupports it by Another which 
no One ought to believe; as it is impoſſible in itſelf, 
and a direct Contradiction to the Firſt. Firſt he aſ- 
ferts that no external Action, is either good or bad, 
in a moral or religious Senſe, but with regard to the 
Eos 4 Eee | 
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Principle it proceeds from. This Propofition no Man 


denies, for *tis only afferting that neither Morality or 


Immorality can be predicated upon an Action which 


ſtands in no Relation to a moral or religious Agent: 
For no Man ever ſuppoſed, upon Suppoſition that 


Animals are mere Machines, that their ſeeming Acts 


of Juſtice or Injuſtice One to Another, could be called, 
moral or immoral, religious or irreligious : For moral or 
religious Clocks and Watches are new Phraſes 1 in Di-- 


vinity. . 


Now this Propoſition he endeavours to ſupport by 


Another, that is impoſſible in the Nature of it, and a 


Contradiction to this. Which is, that a Man may 


externally keep the whole moral Law. Now if it be 
true what he 2 viz. that no Action is moral 
or immoral but with Regard to the Principle it pro- 
ceeds from; and if it be true, that moral Principles are 
internal and not external; then that external keeping of 
the moral Law the Preſident talks of, is no keeping 
of the Law at all in a moral Senſe : As it has no Re- 
lation to any moral internal Principle. And it he 
don't talk of keeping the Law in a moral Senſe, 
pray in what Senſe does he talk of keeping it? Does 
he talk of keeping the moral Law in a Natural Senſe 
or non Senſe ? It the Preſident had ſtudied the Cha- 
techiſm critically and carefully, as he aſſures us he 
has ; tis* my Opinion that he would have had a better 
Idea of the moral Law than he ſeems to have.----For 
his Conviction therefore in this Matter, I ſhall here 


inſert ſome Queſtions: from the Catechiſm with their 
Anſwers.---- 


Sir, What did Gop at firſt reveal to Man for the 


Rule of his Obedience ?--- 


A. The Rule which God as firſt revealed to Mn 


for his Obedience was the moral Law.---- 


Q. Wherein is the moral Law en com- 
prehended ? f 
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A. The moral Law is ſummarily comprehended 
in the ten Commandments, --- 
Q. What is the Sum of the ten Commandments ? 
' A. The Sum of the ten Commandments, is to 
love the LoxD our Gop, with all our Heart, with 


all our Soul, and with all our Strength, and with all 


our Mind, and our Neighbour as Ourſelves.” If the 
Bible may be taken in the Senſe of the Catechiſm 
without any Offence to the Preſident, I hope he will 
not be offended if I take him in the Senſe of the- 
Catechiſm; hisReaſoning will then ſtand thus. If a Man 
ſhould externally keep the whole moral Law, i. e. if 
he love the Lox D his Gop with all his Heart, with 
4 his Soul, with all his Strength, and with all his 
Mind, and if he hath no other Gop before Him, and 
know and acknowledge Gop to be the only true Gop 
and his Gop, and worſhip and glorify him accord- 
inply ; excluſive of the Glory of Go o, to recom- 


mend himſelf to Jupiter or Mabomet, it will not be 


fuſficient to Salvation.--- | 

Bur ſays the Preſident *tis an external Keeping of 
the moral Law I ſpeak of, and not an Juternal. Yes, 

I allow it. He means that a Man ſhould love the 
Lokp his Gop with all his Heart, and Soul, and 

Mind, externally. | 

I rave been the more particular in this Spot, be- 
Eauſe I obſerve that the Preſident and Gentlemen of 
his Stamp, appear to be very careful to miſrepreſent 
the Remonſtrants in this Point. They tell Mankind 


that theſe Men expect to be ſaved by Morality, 


What is this Morality ? Why nothing but an exter- 
nal outward Conformity to the moral Law: So that 
theſe Men can go to Heaven without ever having 
their Minds rectified. Men are ſurpriſed to think 
that any Men ſhould hold ſuch Principles, which 
they look upon to be fatal in their Conſequences to 


the Souls of Men. But theſe Men's Surpriſe would 


ecaſe, if theſe Gentlemen would repreſent the moral 
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Law in that Light in which the Catechiſm repreſents 
it. Mankind would not be ſurpriſed, that Men ſhould 
encourage themſelves in the Hope of eternal Lite 


upon this Perſuaſion ; that they loved Gop with all 


their Heart, and Soul, and Mind. How eaſy and 
natural would it be for theſe Men who bulieve the 
Catechiſm, if they were diſpoſed for it, to ſer the 
moral Law in a fair unexceptionable Light. We ſee 
what was the Sum of Morality, in the Opinion of 
thoſe Gentlemen who compos'd the Catechiſm, an- 
tecedent to a Saviour's coming into the World; now 
if upon a Saviour's being revealed, we add to that, 
Worſhip, Subjection, Obedience and Love to him. 
It will be ſuch a Morality, in my Opinion, that no 
Chriſtian need to fear truſting his Soul upon it. 

In Page 28, the Preſident ſays, < Some Men 
* from a meer natural Principle of Benevolence, 
* without true Grace, may really endeavour to pro- 
** mote the general Good of their Fellow-Men,” in 
Pag. 40. he fays, for my Part I have critically 
and carefully I think (I wiſh he was not miſtaken) 
„with the utmoſt Impartiality, examined into the 
© Doctrines contained in our Catechiſm and Confeſ- 
% ſions of Faith; and believe they are fully and 

e plainly contained in the ſacred Oracles of Truth. 
Perfectly agreeable to Reaſon and harmonious with 
each Other. 

If the Preſident helieyes that the Doctrines cons 
tained in our Catechiſm, are fully contained in the 
ſacred Oracles, it would puzzle the Wiſdom of Solo- 
mon to conceive from whence the Preſident ſhould 
imagine, that theſe Men could get this Principle of 
natural Benevolence : So that they ſhould (nor 

hypocritically) bur really endeavour to promote the 
general Good of their Fellow-Men. For we are 
taught in the Larger Catechiſm, (of which Our's is 


only an Abridgment) That the Sinfulneſs of that Eſtate 


whereinto Man fell, confifts in theli ant of that a" 
neſs 
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neſs wherein” bi ods created, and the Corruption of his 
Nature, whereby. he is utterly indiſpoſed, diſabled, and 
made oppoſite to all that is Foirituall Good, and wholly in- 
clined to all Evil, and that continually. If we were to 
join the Preſident, and the Catechiſm together, the 
Propoſitions would ſtand thus; There are ſome Men 
who wanting that Righteouſneſs wherein they were 
created, the Corruption of whoſe Nature being ſuch, 
that they are thereby utterly, indiſpoſed, diſabled, 
and made oppoſite to. all that is ſpiritually Good, 
and wholly inclined.to all Evil, and that continually z 
Who may from a meer natural. Principle of Benevo- 
lence, without true Grace, really endeayour to pro- 
mote the Good of their Fellow-Men. No how 
the Preſident will free himſelf from this Jargon and 
Abſurdity, I cannot tell, without he will ſay, that 
this Benevolence he talks of, is no ſpiritual, Good; 
To which I Anſwer, that my Idea of piritual Good, 
as it relates to the Temper of the Soul, is, that jt is 
ſuch a Temper in the Spirit of a Man, as. is fitting in 
the Nature of Things, he. ſnould he poſſeſſed of; and 
is ſuch a Temper, as the Spirit of Gop labours 
to beget, and promote in the Spi irits of Men. Now 
Benevolence being of this Kind, is evidently a ſpi- 
ritual Good. *Tis impoſſible. that the Preſident 
ſhould free himſelf from a Contradiction with the Ca- 
techiſm in this Point. For if I ſhould allow. that 
this Benevolence was not a ſpiritual Good, it will not 
help him; becauſe. if it be a Good of any Sort or 
Kind, as it muſt be, as tis not bad, or indifferent, 
the Catechiſm declares the Soul has nothing of it 
by Nature, being wholly inclined to all Evil. : 

"if the 3 believes, that the Catechiſm in 
che above cited Place, has juſtly and truly repre- 
ſented Mankind; I beg he would never ſay, one Word 
mote about Natural Benevolence in Men; for if this 
be the true. State of Mankind, the Prefident may 
Wich as much Nrartzeg talk of natural Bencvo- 
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lade in Devils: For the Character here given 1 00 | 
Mankind, even at their firſt, coming into Being, is 
ds bad a Character for Wickedneſs; as the Devils 
can poſſibly deſerve ; and it is not in the Power of 
Language to deſeribe a worſe Character then is de- 
ſcribed. This Deſeription given of Mankind, is a fi- 
niſhed Diſcription of the greateſt Wicke dntſszthat any 
Being, in the Nature: of it, is poſſibly capable of arri- 
ing to: For they are here not repreſented to be part- 
ly inclined to ſome Evils, at ſometimes; but to be 
wholly, totally inclined -to all Evil, of every Kind 
and Degree; at all Times and for ever; which is the 
Utmoſt that · can poſibly be ſaid with Truth, of the 
Devil himſelf. 
In Page 28. Mr. Preſident Got; + 2 The Dodrines 
% contained in our- Catechiſm. and Confeſſion of 


cc 


Faith, particularly the Divinity and Satisfaction 


* of Chriſt, original Sin, &c., have been univerſally 
received, eſtabliſhed and taught in all Ages of the 
+ Chriſtian,Church : And upon all the Search J have 
s been able, to make into Anriquity; I can find no 
© ſingle Inſtance of any publick.Confeſion of Faith 
* drawn up by any CouNnci. ; or generally received 
and eſtabliſhed in any Chriſtian Country in the 
* World, wherein any of theſe Doctrines have been 
plainly and expreſsly denied. Now, this viz: the 
Authority of Councils is the ſecond great: Argu- 
ment, by which he vindicates the Doctrine of the 
| New- Enplind Churches. 
After I have made a few Obſervitions upon this 
Quotation from Mr. Preſident, I ſhall inſert an Extract 
from Mr. Chandler Author of the Hiſtory of Perſe- 
gutions,, of the ſeven general Councils that have made 
ſo much Noiſe in the World; from whenee-it will 
gppear to every impartial Reader, that the Confeſſi- 
ons of Faith or Reſolves of theſe Councils reſpecting 
the Faith, are little to be regarded; and tonſequent- 


ly that 'tis not much to the Purpoſe, whether they? 
* affirmed 
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affirmed a Doctrine, or whether they denied it: As 


theſe Councils were convened at the Deſire of Prin- 


ces, ſometimes to anſwer Schemes and Deſigns of 
their own, ſometimes. in Gratification to the Humour 
of proud and tyrannical Biſhops ; and were always 
managed with a Party Spirit, and often with the great- 
eſt Heat and Cabal ; and were for the moſt Part at- 
tended with Excommunication of ſome Part of the 
Chriſtian Church, and generally with Damnation of 
the Same, ſo far as this was in their Power.--- 

The firſt Thing I obſerve with Regard to the fore- 
cited Paſſage is, that there is a good Deal of Arti- 
fice in it. The Preſident here ranks the Divinity of 
Chriſt with the Doctrines of Original Sin &c. ſo Page 
33 and 38, as tho' there was a neceſſary Connection 


between theſe Doctrines; ſo that if the. Divinity of 


Chriſt was owned or denied, the Doctrine of Origi- 
nal Sin was owned or denied in like Manner. And 
then by going on to prove; that this Doctrine of 
the Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour, has been fully 
eſtabliſhed by General Councils; he would infinu- 
ate, that the Doctrine of Original Sin, with all thoſe 
Doctrines that have a neceſſary Dependence upon 


it, were eſtabliſhed alſo. I call this Way of Ar- 


guing more artificial than honeſt : Becauſe I ne- 
ver could learn that the Doctrine of Original Sin, 
Sc. was ever controverted in any of the General 
Councils. I believe the Preſident Is very ſen- 
ſible of this himſelf: For if theſe General Councils 
never faid any Fhing about theſe Doctrines; the 
Preſident was pretty fate in ſaying, they never denied 
them; but it would: have been a great deal more to his 
Purpoſe, if he could have ſaid with Truth, that they 
had affirmed chenmm 
SeconDLy, I obſetve that here is a wonderful 
Argument, no leſs artificial than the Former; that 


theſe Doctrines contained in our Catechiſm and Con- 
feſſion are true, becauſe they never have been plainly 


and 
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and expreſsly denied by any Council. Jutt as thof 
every Propoſition was true, that thoſe Councils had 
not expreſsly denied. Moſt convincing Argument 
this | Did tneſe Councils ever plainly and expreſsly 
deny the Salvation of Devils? No! What is the 
Conſequence then according to the Preſident's Rea- 
ſoning? Why that the Devils would be ſaved. - By 
this I don't mean to diſpute or redicule thoſe Doc- 
trines referred to; but to expoſe the Weakneſs and 
Folly of the Preſident's Reaſoning. The Preſident's 
Argument is this, that becauſe theſe Councils have 
never denied theſe Doctrines, they are therefore true; 
but ſuppoſe on the other Hand, if theſe Doctrines had 
never been believed or aſſerted to be true, (original 
Sin, I mean, and the Doctrines thereon depending; 
as to the Divinity of our Saviour, it was fully ſettled 
by general Councils) with what Propriety could theſe 
Councils ever have denied them? Would it be pro- 
per for a Council of three or four hundred Men, ta 
deny a Doctrine that no Man affirmed ? I the rather 
mention this, becauſe Dr. J/hitby ſays, that not one 
Man in the Chriſtian Church aſſerted the Doctrine of 
original Sin before St. Auſtink, who lived in the gth 
Century, about 100 Years after the Council of Nice. 
To finiſh this Argument, the Preſident ſays in Pag. 
32. About the Year 405 Pelagius denied the Doc- 
<< trine of original Sin, and aſſerted ſundry Errors 
of the like Nature; and that St. Auguſtine wrote 
** againſt him very copiouſly, &c.“ Now the Strength 
of this Argument is built upon this Suppoſition, that 
this Doctrine had never been denied before Pelagius 
denied it, 405 Years after Chriſt; Conſequently that 
it muſt be true. Upon which I query, whether Pe- 
lagius denied this Doctrine, and St. Auſtin aſſerted it, 
or whether S. Aſtin aſſerted it, and Pelagius denied 
it? For upon theSuppoſition that this Doctrine was ne- 
ver aſſerted before St. Auſtin aſſerted it, the Preſi- 
e . 
* Preface Page 6, and 14. "> 
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dent's Argument comes to the Ground. And in 
as much as- his Suppoſition wants a Support, viz; 
that it had always been aſſerted, there is no Strength 
in the Argument. Indeed all the Arguments the Fre- 
ſident has produced in Vindication of the Doctrines 
of the New. England Churches are ſo feeble and in- 
conſiſterit, that thoſe Doctrines are really rendered 
more ſuſpected; indeed they look more like a Burleſque 
on thoſe Doctrines, than any Thing elſe. No Wonder 
then if the Friends of Calviniſm ate in real Pain on 
their Account; for why, ſays the Oppoſers of theſe 
Doctrines, ha'n't this Champion of the Faith, produced 
more-ſolid Arguments for their Support; if they are 
capable of being ſupported ?- CGE 

But I now return, as was propofed, to "eo an 
Excrract of the Seven General Councils. F 

; Firſt, Y FE NiczkxE .CovnciL, which » was the 

1 '- firſt Genera! Council. 

Conſtantine being greatly diſturbed upon this Ac- 
count(Arian Diſpute) ſent Letters to the Biſhops of 
the ſeveral Provinces of the Empire, to aſſemble to- 
gether at Nice in Bythinia, and accordingly great Num- 


bers of them came; A. C. 325. Some through Hopes 


of Profit; and Others out of Curioſity to ſee ſuch a 


Miracle of an Emperor, and many of them upon 


much worſe Accounts. The Number of them was 
three Hundred and Eighteen, beſides vaſt Numbers 
of Preſbyters, Deacons, Acolythiſts, and Others. The 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians tell us; that in this vaſt Cot- 
lection of Biſhops ſame were remarkable far their Gra- 
vity, Patience under Suffering, Modeſty, Integrity, Elo- 
quence, 'courteous Behaviour, and the like Virtues; that 
ſome were venerable for their Age, and others excelled in their 
youthful Vigour, both of Body and Mind. They are call- 
ed an Army of God, muſtered againſt the Devil; a 
great Crown. or. Garland of Prieſts, compoſed and aderned 
with the faireſs Flowers; Confeſſors,, a Crowd of Mar- 
on a divine and meniorabl: i — 3 4 divine Choir, &c. 
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Bur yet they All agree that there were Others of ve- 
ry different Characters. Euſebius tells us, that after 
the Emperor had ended his Speech, exhorting them 
to Peace, /ome of them began to accuſe their Neighbours,O- 
thers to windicate Themſelves, and recriminate; that m. 
Things of this Nature were urged on both Sides, and ma- 
ny Quarrels or Debates aroſe in the Beginning; and that 
Some came to the Council with worldly Views of Gain. 
T heedorit ſays that thoſe of the Arian Party were ſub- 
tle and crafty,and kke Shefves under Water concealed their 
WWickedmeſs ; that among the Orthodox ſome of them 
were of a quarrelling, malicious Temper, and accuſed ſeve- 
ral of the Biſhops , and that they preſented their accufato- 
ry Libels to the Emperor. Socrates ſays that very many of 
them, the major Part of them,accuſed one another, and that 
many of them, the Day before the Emperor came to the Coun- 
cil, had delivered unto him, Libels of Accuſatipzas, or Petitions 
againſt their Enemies. Sozomen goes farther, and tells us, 
That as it uſually comes to paſs, many of the Prieſts came to- 
gether, that they might contend earneſtly about their own Af 
fairs, thinking they had now a fit Opportunity to redreſs their 
Grievances; and, that every One preſented a Libel to the Em- 
peror, of the Matters of which he accuſed Others, ennumera- 
ting his particular Grievances; and that this happened almoſt 
every Day. Gelaſius Cyzicenus's Account of them is, That 
when all the Biſhops were gathered together ; according to 
Cuſtom, there happened many Debates and Contentions among 
the Biſhops, each One having Matters of Accuſation againſt 
the Other. Upon this, they gave in Libels of Accuſation to tb 
Emperor, who received them; and when he ſaw the Quar- 
rels of ſuch Biſbops with one another, he ſaid, &c. and 
endeavoured to conceal the wicked Attempts of ſuch Biſhops, 
from the Knowledge of Thoſe without Doors. So that, 
notwithſtanding the Encomiums on this Council, the 
evil Spirit had plainly got amongſt them; for after 
the Emperor had exhorted them to lay aſide all their 
Differences, and to enter into Meaſures of Union 
and Peace; inſtead of applying themſelves to the 


I ad, 


Work for which they were convened, they began 
ſhamefully to accuſe each other.and raiſed great Diſ- 
turbances in the Council by their mutual Charges and 
Reproaches. Sabinus alſo ſaith, they were generally 
a Set of very ignorant Men, and deſtitute of Know- 
ledge and Learning. But as Sabinus was an Here- 
tick of the Macedonian Sect, probably his Teſtimony 
may be thought exceptionable; and even ſuppoſing 
his Charge to be true, yet Socrates brings them off by 
telling us, That they were enlightned by Gop, and 
the Grace of his Holy Spirit, and ſo cauld not poſſibly 
err from the Truth. Butas ſome Men may poſſibly 
queſtion the Truth of their Inſpiration, ſo I think it 


appears but too plain, that an Aſſembly of Men 


who met together with ſuch different Views, were fo 
greatly prejudiced and inflamed againſt each other, 
and are ſuppoſed, many of them to be ignorant, 
till they received miraculous Illuminations from Gop, 
did not ſeem very likely to heal the Differences of 
the Church, or to examine, with that Wiſdom, Care 
and Impartiality, or to enter into thoſe Meaſures of 
Condeſcenſion and Forbearance, that were neceſſary 
to lay a ſolid Foundation for Peace and Unity. 
However, the Emperor brought them at laſt to 
ſome Temper, ſo that they fell in good earneſt to 
Creed making, and drew up, and ſubſcribed that, 
which from the Place where they were aſſembled, 
was called the Nicene. By the Accounts of the Tranſ- 
actions in this Aſſembly, given by Albanaſius himſelt, 
in his Letter to the African Biſhops, it appears, that 
they were determined to inſert into the Creed ſuctr 
Words, as were moſt obnoxious to the Arians ; and 
thus to force them to a publick Separation from the 
Church. For when they reſolved to condemn ſome 
Expreſſions which the Arians were charged with 
making Uſe of, ſuch as, The Son was a Creature; there 
was a Time when he wwas not, and the like; and to eſ- 
tabliſh the Ule of Others in their Room, ſuch as, The 
SPE Lo art ek OM pe oy Son 
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Son was the only begotten of God by Nature, th Word, 
the Power, the only Wijdom of the Father, and true God 
the Arians immediately agreed to it: Upon this the 
Fathers made an Alteration, and explained the 
Words, From God, by the Son's being of the Suvſtance 
of God, And when the Arians conſented alſo to this, 
the Biſhops farther added, to render the Creed more 
exceptionable, that he was conſubſtantial, or of the 
ſame Subſtance with the Father. And when the Arians 
objected, that this Expreſſion was wholly unſcriptu- 
ral, the Orfhodox urged, that though it was ſo, yet 
the Biſhops that lived an Hundred and thirty Years 
before them, made Uſe of it. At laſt, however, all 
the Council ſubſcribed the Creed thus alter'd and a- 
mended, except five Biſhops, who were diſpleaſed with 
the Word conſulſtantial, and who made many Ob- 
jections againſt it; and of theſe five, three, viz; Eu- 
ſebius, Theognis and Maris, ſeem afterwards to have 
complied with the Reſt, excepting only, that they re- 
tuſed to ſubſcribe to the Condemnation of Arizs. 
Euſebius Biſhop of Cz/area, alſo in Doubt for 
a conſiderable Time, whether hMhould ſet his Hand 
ro it, and refuſed to do it, till the exceptionable 
Words had been fully debated amongſt them, and he 
had obtained anExplication of them ſuitable to his own 
Sentiments. Thus when *twas aſſerted by the Creed, 
that the Son was of the Father's Subſtance, the nega- 
tive Explication agreed to by the Biſhops was exact- - 
ly the ſame Thing that was aſſerted by Arius, viz. 
that He cvas not a Part of the Father's Subſtance. Again, 
as the Words begotten not made, were applied to the 
Son, they determined the Meaning to be, that the Son 
was produced after a different Manner than the Creatures 
which he made, and was therefore of a more excellent 
Nature than any of the Creatures, and that the Man- 
ner of his Generation could not be underſtood. Fhis 
was the very Doctrine cf Arius, and Euſebius of Ni- 
tomedia; who declared, that as the Son was no Part ef 
God, ſo neither was be f vm any Thing created, and * 
Oe 
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the Manner of his Generation was not t6 be deſcribed. 
And as to the Word conſubStantial to the Father, it 
was. agreed by the Council to mean no more, than 
that the Son had no Likeneſs with any created Beings, but 
was in all I hings like to him that bepot him, and that he 
<was not from any other Hypoſtaſis vr Subſtance, but the 
Father's. Of this Sentiment alſo were Arins, and 
Euſebius his Friend, who maintained not only his Be- 


Ing of a more excellent Original than the Creatures, 


but that he was formed of an immutable and ineffable 
Subſtance and Nature, and after the muſt perfect Likeneſs 
of the Nature and Power of him that formed him. Theſe 
were the Explications of theſe Terms agreed to by 
the Council; upon which Euſebius of Cz/area ſub- 
ſcribed them in the Creed. And though ſome few of 
the Arian Biſhops, refuſed to do it, yet it doth not 
appear to me, that it proceeded from their not agree- 
ing in the Senſe of the Explications, but becauſe 
they apprehended that the Words were very impro- 
per, and implied a great deal more than was pre- 


"tended to be meant hy them; and eſpecially; becauſe 


an Anathema was added uponAll who ſhould preſume 
not to believe in them, and uſe them. Euſebius of Cæ- 
ſarea gives a very extraordinary Reaſon for his ſub- 
ſcribing this Anathema, v!z. becauſe 1, forbids the 
Uſe of unſcriptural Words; the introducing which, he aſ- 
ſigns, as the Occaſion of all the Differences and Diſtur- 
bances which had troubled the Church. But had he been 
conſiſtent with himſelf, he ought never to have ſub- 
ſcribed this Creed, for the very Reaſon he alledges 
why he did it; becauſe the Anathema forbids: only 
the unſcriptural Words of Arias, ſuch as, He was 
made out of Nothing; there was a Time when he was not, 


and the like; but allowed and made ſacred the un- 


ſcriptural Expreſſions of the Orthodox, wiz. Of the 
Father's Subſtance, and conſubſtantial; and cut off from 


Chriſtian Communion Thoſe who would not agrce to 


them, though they were highly exceptionable 0 the. 
| Arian 
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ee, Party, and afterwards proved the Occaſion & 
many cruel Perſecutions and Evilss .,... | 

In this publick Manner did the Biſhops altert a 
Dominion over the Faith and Conſciences of Others; 
and aſſume a Power not only to dictate. to them what 
they ſhould believe, but even to anathgmarize; and 
expel from the Chriſtian Church, All who«refuſed to 
ſubmit. to their, Deciſions, and own their Authority; 
F or after they had carrieg their. Creed, they proceed - 
ed to excommunicate Arius and. his Followers, and 
baniſhed Arius from Alexandria. They alſo condemned 
his Explication of his own Doctrine; and a certain 

ook, called Thalia, which he: had written concern- 
it. After this they, ſent Letters to Alexandria, and to 
the Brethren in Egypt, Lybia and Pentapolis, to ac- 
quaint them with their Pecrees, and to inform them, 
that the Holy Synod had condemned the Opinions 
of Arius, and were ſo zealous in this Affair, that they 
had not Patience ſo much as to hear his ungodly 
Doctrine and blaſphemous Words; and that they 
had fully determined 0 Time 0G the Celebration 
of Eaſter. 

Ir One may form a 75 * we 5 . who 
compoſed. 1 Council, from the ſmall Accounts we 
have left of them, they. do not, I think, appear to 
have met fo much with a Deſign. impartially to de- 
bate on the Subjects in Controverſy, as td eſtabliſh 
their own Authority. and Opinions, and oppreſs their 
Enemies, For beſides what hath been already obſerved 
concerning their. Temper and Qualifications,7 heodorit 
informs us, that when thoſe of the Arian Party propo- 
ſed in writing to the Synod the, Form of. Faith they, 
had drawn. up- the Biſhops of the orthodox Side no 
ſooner read it, but they gravely tore. it in, Pieces, and 
called it a ſpurious and falſe Confeſſion; and after 
they had filled the Place with Noiſe and Confuſion, 
univerſally accuſed them of betraying the Doctrine. 
according to Godlineſs. Doth fuch a Method of, 

R Pfroceedint 
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Proceeding ſuit very well with the Character of a 
Synod inſpired, as the good Emperor declated; by 
the Holy Ghoſt ? Is Truth and Error to be decided 
by Noiſe and Tumult ? Was this the Way to con- 
yince Gainſayers, and reconcile them to the Unity of 
the Faith? Or could it be imagined, that the diſſatiſ- 
fied Part of this venerable Aſſembly would acquieſce 
in the tyrannical Determitiation' of ſuch a Majority, 
and patiently ſubmit to Excommunication, Depoſiti- 
on, arid the Condemnation of their Opinions, almoſt 
unheard, and altogether unekamined? How juſt is 
the Cenſure paſſed by Gregory Nazianzen upon Coun- 
cils in general? If, ſays he; 1 muſt ſpeak the Truth, 
rhis is my Reſolution, to avoid all Councils of the Biſhops, 
for I have not ſeen any good End anſwered by any Synod 
whatforuty ; for their Love of Contention, and their Luſt of 
Potwer; are too great even for Words to expreſs. The 
Emperor's Conduct to the'Biſhops met at Nice is a 
full Proof of the Former ; for when they were met 
in Council they immediately fell to wrangling and 
quatrellingzand were not to be appeaſed and brought 
to Temper, till Conſtantine interpoſed; artfully per- 
fuading Some, ſhaming Others into Silence, and heap- 
ing Commendations on thoſe Fathers that ſpoke a- 
| greeable to his Sentiments. The Decifions they made 
concerning the Faith; and their Excommunications 
and Depoſitions of Thoſe who differed from them, 
demonſtrate alſo their Affectation of Power and Do- 
ninion. But as they had great Reafon to believe, 
that their own Decrees would be wholly inſignificant 
without the Interpoſition of the imperial Authority 
to enforce them̃, they ſoon obtained their Deſires; 
and prevailed with the Emperor to confirm all they 
had determined, and to injoin all Chriſtians to ſub- 
mit themſelves to their Deciſionnsss . 
_ *Favs the Orthodox firſt brought in the Puniſh- 
ment of Hereſy with Death, and perſuaded the Em- 
peror to deſtroy thoſe whom they could not eaſily 
eee convert. 
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convert. The Scriptures were now no longer the Rule 
and Standard of the Chriſtian Faith. Orthodoxy - 
and Hereſy were frym henceforward to be determined 
by the Deciſions of Councils and Fathers, and Reli 
gion to be propagated no longer by the apoſtolic] 
Methods of Perſuaſion, Forbearance and the Virtues. 
of an holy Life, but by imperial Edicts and Decrees ;. 
and heretical Gainſayers not to be convinced, that 
they might be brought, to the Acknowledgment of. 
the Truth and be ſaved, but to be perſecuted and de- 
ſtroyed. Tis no wonder, that after this, there ſnahld 
be a continual Fluctuation of the publick Faith, juſt- 
as the prevailing Parties had the imperial Authority 
to ſupport them, or that we ſhould meet with little 
elſe in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory but Violence and Cruel-. 
ties committed by Men, who had left the Simplicity 


* k * 


of the Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, enſlaved them- 
ſelves to Ambition and Avarice, and had before them 
the enſnaring Views of temporal Grandure, high 
Preferments, and large Revenues. Since the Time that 
Avarice bath encreaſed in the Churches, ſays St. Jerom, 
the Law is periſhed from the Prieſt, and the Viſion from 
the Prophet. Whilſt all contend for the Epiſcopal Power, 
which they unlawfully ſeize on without the Church's Leave, 
they apply to their own Uſes all that belongs to the Levites. 
The miſerable Prieft begs in the Streets-----They die with 
Hunger who are commanded to bury Others. They aſt for 
Mercy who are commanded to have Mercy on Otbers 
The Prieſts only Care is to get Money------ Hence Hatreds 
ariſe through Avarice of the Prigſts ; hence the Biſhops 
are accuſed by their Clergy, hence the Quarrels of the Pre- 
lates ;, hence the Cauſes of Deſolatipns ; hence the Riſe of 
_ their Wickedneſs. Religion and Chriſtianity ſeem. in- 
deed to be the leaſt Thing that either of the contend» 
ing Parties had at Heart, by the infamous Methods they 
took to eſtabliſn Themſelves and ruin their Adverſaries. 
If one reads the Complaints of the orthodox Wri- 
ters, againſt the Arians, one would think the . 
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Proceeding ſuit very well with the Characker of 4 
Synod inſpired, as the good Emperor declated; by 
the Holy Ghoſt ? Is Truth and Error to be decided 
by Noiſe and Tumult ? Was this the Way to con- 
yince Gainſayers, and reconcile them to the Unity of 
the Faith? Or could it be imagined, that the diſſatiſ- 
fied Part of this venerable Aſſembly would acquieſce 
in the tyrarinical Determitiation of ſuch a Majority, 
and patiently ſubmit to Excommunication, Depoſiti- 
on, and the Condemnation of their Opinions, almoſt 
unheard, and altogether unexamined ? How juſt is 
the Cenfure paſſed by Gregory Nazianzen upon Coun- 
cils in general? V, . ls e; 1 muſt ſpeak the Truth, 
this is my Reſolution, to avoid all Councils of the Biſhops, 
for I * not ſeen any good End anſwered by any Synod 
whatſoever ; for their Love of Contention, and their Luſt of 
Power; are too great even for Words to expreſs. The 
Emperor's Conduct to the'Biſhops met at Nice is a 
full Proof of the Former ; for when they were met 
in Council th immediately fell to wrangling and 
tuatrellingzand were not to be appeaſed and 3 
to Temper, till Conſtantine interpoſed; artfully 
fuading Some, ſhaming Others into Silence, and heap- 
ing Commendations on thoſe Fathers that ſpoke a- 
greeable to his Sentiments. The Decifions they made 
concerning the Faith, and their Excommunications 
and Depoſitions of Thoſe who differed from them; 
demonſtrate alſo their Affectation of Power and Do- 
minion. But as they had great Reafon to believe, 
that their own Decrees would be wholly inſignificant 
without the Interpoſition of the imperial Authority 
to enforce them, they ſoon obtained their Deſires ; 
and prevailed with the Emperor to confirm all they 
had determined, and to injoin all Chriſtians to ſub- 
mit themſelves to their Deciſions. 

Tuus the Orthodox firſt brought in the Puniſh- 
ment of Hereſy with Death, and perſuaded the Em- 


peror to deſtroy tfoſe whom they could not eaſily 
convert. 
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convert. The Scriptures were now no longer the Rule 


and Standard of the Chriſtian Faith. Orthodoxy 


and Hereſy were frym henceforward to be determined 
by the Deciſions of Councils and Fathers, and Reli: . 
gion to be propagated no longer by the apoſtolick 


Methods of Perſuaſion, Forbearance and the Virt 


of an holy Life, but by imperial Edicts and Decrees 1. 


and heretical Gainſayers not to be convinced, that 
they might be brought to the Acknowledgment of. 
the Truth and be ſaved, but to be perſecuted and de- 


ſtroyed. Tis no wonder, that after this, there ſhauld 


be a continual Fluctuation of the publick Faith, juſt- 
as the prevailing Parties had the imperial Authority 
to ſupport them, or that we ſhould meet with little 
elſe in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory but Violence and Cruel-. 
ties committed by Men who had left the Simplicity 
of the Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, enſlaved them- 
ſelves to Ambition and Avarice, and had before them 
the enſnaring Views of temporal Grandure, high 
Preferments, and large Revenues. Since the Time that 
Avarice hath encreaſed in the Churches, ſays St. Jerom, 
the Law is periſhed from the Prieſt, and the Viſion from 

the Prophet. Whilſt all contend for the Epiſcopal Power, 


which they unlawfully ſeize on without the Church*s Leave, 


they apply to their own Uſes all that belongs to the Levites. 


7 be miſerable Prieft begs in the Streets-----They die with 


Hunger who are commanded to bury Others. They af for 
Mercy who are commanded to have Mercy on Others---- 
The Prieſts only Care is to get Money------ Hence Hatreds 
ariſe through Avarice of the Prieſts ; hence the Biſhops 
are accuſed by their Clergy , hence the Quarrels of the Pre- 


lates ;, hence the Cauſes of Deſolatione; hence the Riſe of 


their Wickedneſs. Religion and Chriſtianity ſeem in- 
deed to be the leaſt Thing that either of the contend- 
ing Parties had at Heart, by the infamousMethods they 
took toeſtabliſhThemſelves and ruin their Adverſaries. 
If one reads the Complaints of the orthodox Wri- 
ters, *gajalt the Arians, 7 would think the few 
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the moſt execrable Set of Men that ever lived, they 
being loaded with all the Crimes that can poſſibly be 
committed, and repreſented as bad, or even worſe; 
than the Devil himſelf. But no wiſe Man will eaſily 
credit theſe Accounts, which the Orthodox give of 
their Enemies, becauſe, as Socrates tells us, This ws 
the Practice of the Biſhops towards all they depoſed,” to 
arruſe and pronounce them impious, but not to tell Others 
the Reaſons why they accuſed them as ſuch. Twas e- 
rough for their Purpoſe to expoſe them--to the pub- 
lick. Odium, and make them appear impious to the 
Multitude, that ſa they might get them expelled 
from their rich Sees; and be tranflated to them in 
their Room. And this they did as frequently as they 
could; to the introducing of infinite Calamities and 
Confuſions into the Chriſtian Church. And if the 


Writings of the Arians had not been prudently de- 


ftroyed; I doubt not but we - ſhould have found as 
many Charges laid by. them, with equal Juſtice, a- 


gainſt the Orthodox, as the Orthodox have produced 


againſt them; their very Suppreſſion of the Arian 
Writings. being a very ſtrong Preſumption againſt. 
them: and the many imperial Edicts of Conſtantine, 
Theodgſius, Valentinian, Martian, and others, againſt 
Hereticks, being an abundant Demonſtration that 
they had a deep Share in the Guilt of Perſecution, 
Tux Truth is, that the Chriſtian Clergy were now 
become the chief Incendiaries and Diſturbers of the 


Empire, and the Pride of the Biſhops, and the Fury 


of the People on each Side were grown to ſuch an 
Height, as that there ſcarce ever was an Election or 
Reſtoration of a Biſhop in the larger Cities, but it 
was attended with Slaughter and Blood. Athanaſius 
was ſeveral Times baniſhed and-reſtored, at the Ex- 
pence of Bloed; the Orthodox were depoſed, and 
the Arians ſubſtituted in their Room, with the Mur- 
der of Thouſands ; and as the Controverſy was now 
20 longer about the plain Doctrines of uncerrupted 
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Chriſtianity, but about Power and Dominion, high 
Preferments, large Revenues, and ſecular Honours ; 
agreably hereto, the Biſhops were introduced into 
their Churches, and placed on their Thrones by arm- 
ed Soldiers; and paid no Regard to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Rules, or the Lives of their Flocks, ſo they could 
get Poſſeſſion, and keep out their Adverſaries : And 
when once they were in, they treated Thoſe who dif- 
fer'd from them, without Moderation or Mercy,turn- 
ing them out of their Churches, denying them. the 
Liberty of Worſhip, putting them under an Ana- 
thema, and perſecuting them with innumerable Me- 
thods of Cruelty ; as is evident from the Accounts 
given by the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, of Athanafus, 
Macedonius, George, and others, which may be read at 


large in the forementioned Places. In a Word, they 


ſeemed to treat one another with the ſame implacable 
Bitterneſs and Severity, as ever their common Ene- 
mies, the Heathens, treated them ; as though they 
thought that Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, had 
been the diſtinguiſhing Precept of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion; and that they could not more effectually re- 
commend and diſtinguiſh themſelves as the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, than by tearing and devouring one another. 
This made Julian, the Emperor, ſay of them, That 
be found by Experience, that even the Beaſts are not fa 
cruel to Men, as the: generality of Chriſtians were to on 
another | Oil Aa | 0 
The firſt Council of Conſtantinople 3 or the ſecond 

-. General Council. T 

T heodsfius, ſoon after his Advancement by Gratian 
to the Empire, diſcovered a very warm Zeal for the 
orthodox Opinions; for obſerving that the City of 
Conſtantinepte was divided into different Sects, he wrote 
a Letter to them from 'Theſalonica, wherein he tells 
them, That *twas his Pleaſure, that all his Subjefts ſhould 
be of the ſame Religion with Damaſus Biſhop of Rome, 
and Peter Biſhop of Alexandria; and that their Church 
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only ſhould be called Catholic, who worſhipped the 
Divine Trinity as equal in Honour ; and that Thoſe 
who were of another Opinion ſhould be called He- 
reticks, become infamous, and be ſubject to other 
Puniſhments. He alſo forbid Aſſemblies and Diſ- 
utations in the Forum, and made a Law for the 
—— of Thoſe that ſhould preſume to argue a- 
bout the Eflence and Nature of God. Upon his 
firft coming to Conſtantinople, being very ſolicitous 
for the Peace and Increaſe of the Chuch, he ſent tor 
Demophilus the Arian Biſhop, and aſked him whether 
he would conſent to the Nicene Faith, and thus ac- 
cept the Peace he offered him ; adding this ſtrong 
Argument, F you refuſe io do it, I will drive you from 
your Churches. And upon Demophilus's Refuſal, the 
| eror was as good as his Word; and turned him 
and all the Arians out of the City, after they had 
been in Poſſeſſion of the Churches there, for Forty 
Rereh But willing more effectually to extinguiſh 
y, he ſummoned a Council of Biſhops of his 
own Perſuaſion, A. C. 381. to meet together at 
Conſtantinople, in Order to confirm the Nicene Faith: 
The Number of them were one Hundred and fifty; 
to Theſe, for Form's Sake, were added thirty ſix of 
the Macedonian Party. And accordingly this'Coun- 
eil, which is reckoned the ſecond Oecumenical or 
etal one, all of them, except the Macedonians, 
id decree, that the Miene Faith ſhould be the Stan- 
dard of Orthodoxy ; and that all Hereſies ſhould be 
condemned. They alſo made an Addition to that 
Creed explaining the orthodox Doctrine of the Spirit, 
againſt Macedontus, viz. after the Words Holy Ghoſt, 
they inſerted, The Lord, the Quickner, proceeding from 
the Father, whom with the Father and Son we worſhip 
and glorify, and who ſpake by the Prophets. When the 
Council was ended, the Emperor put forth two Edicts 
againſt Hereticks; by the Firſt prohibiting them 
Tom holding * Aſſemblies; and by the Second, 
N 


$i (%) 
forbidding them to meet in Fields or Villages, or- 
dering the Houſes where they met to be confiſcated. 
Theophilus, Biſhop of Alexandria, the great Enemy 
of Chryſoſtom, being dead, Cyrill was enthroned in 
his Room, not without great Diſturbance and Op 
fition from the People, and uſed his Power for the 
Oppreſſion of Hereticks ; for immediately upon his 
Advancement he ſhut up all the Churches of the No- 
vatians in that City, took away all their ſacred Trea- 
ſures, and ſtripped Theopemptus their Biſhop; of every 
Thing that he had. Nor was this much to be won- 
der'd at, fince as Socrates obſerves, that from the 
Time of Theophilus, Cyrill's Predeceſſor, the Biſhop of 
Alexandria began to aſſume an Authority and Power a- 
bove what belotiged to the ſacerdotal Order. On this Ac- 
count the great Men hated the Biſhops, becauſe they 
uſurped to themſelves a good Part of that Power 
which belonged to the Imperial Governors of Pro- 
vinces; and particularly Cyrill, was hated by Oreſtes, 
Prefect of Alexandria, not only for this Reaſon, but 
becauſe he was a continual Spy upon his Actions. At 
Length theirHatred to each other publickly appeared, 
Cyrill took on him, without acquainting the Gover- 
nor, or contrary to his Leave, to deprive the Jews of 
all their Synagogues, and baniſhed them from the 
City, and encouraged the Mob to plunder them of 
their Effects. This the Prefect highly reſented, and 
refuſed the Biſhop's Offers of Peace and Friendſhip. 
Upon this, about fifty Monks came into the City for 
Cyrill's Defence, and meeting the Prefect in his Cha- 
riot publickly inſulted him, calling him Sacrificer 
and Pagan, adding many other injurious Reproaches. 
One of them, called Ammonius, wounded him in the 
Head with a Stone, which he flung at him with great 
Violence, and covered him all over with Blood ; and 
being, according to the Laws, put by Oreſtes pub- 
lickly to the Torture, he died through the Severity 
of it. St. Cyrill honourably received the Body 1 
the 
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the Church, gave him the new Name of 7 — 
or, The Wenderful ; ordered him to be looked on as a 
Martyr, -and Javiſhly extolled him in the Church, as 
2 Perſon murdered for his Religion. This ſcandalous 
Procedure of Grills, the Chriſtians themſelves were 
aſhamed of, becauſe twas publickly known that the 
Monk was puniſhed for his Inſolence; and even St. 
Grill himſelf had the Modeſty at laſt, to uſe his En- 
deavours that the whole Aﬀatr might be entirely for- 
gotten. The Murder alſo of Hpatia, by Cyrill”s 
Friends and Clergy, merely out of Envy to: her ſu- 
perior Skill in Philoſophy, brought him and his 
Church of Alexandria under great Infamy; for as ſhe 
was returning home from a. Viſit, one Peter a Clergy- 
man, with ſome other Murderers; ſeized on her; 
dragged her out of her Chariot, .carried her to one 
of the Churches, ſtripped her naked, ſcraped her to 
Death with Shells; then tore her in pieces, and unt 
her Body to Aſnes. 

Meſtorius, Biſhop of Conſtantinople, immediately upon 
his Advancement, ſhewed himſelf a violent Perſecu— 
tor; for as ſoon as ever he was ordained, he addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to the Emperor beſore the whole Con- 
gregation, and ſaid, Purge me, O Emperor the arise 
from Feretichs, and I vill give thee in Reconmpence the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  Conguer with me the Hereticks, and 
T with thee will ſubdue the Perſians. And agreeable to 
his bloody Wiſhes, the fifth Day after his Conſecra- 
tion, he endeavoured to demoliſh the Church of the 
Arians, in which they were privat tely aſſembled for 
Prayer. The Arians in their Rage, ſeeing the De- 
ſtruction of it determined, ſet Fire to it chen nſcives, 
and occaſioned the Burning down the neighbouring 
Houſes; and for this Reaſon not only the Hereticks, 
but thoſe of his own Perſuafion, diſtinguiſhed him 
by the Name of Jucendiary. But he did not reſt here, 
but tried all Tricks kay Methods to deſtroy. Here- 
ticks ; and by theſe Means endangered the gs Wa 
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922 of Conſtantinople it ſelf. He perſecuted the Nox 
vatians, through Hatred of Paul their Biſhop, for his 
eminent Piety. He grievouſly oppreſſed Thoſe who 

were not orthodox as to the Day of keeping Eaſter, 
in Afa, Lydin, and Caria ; and occaſioned the Mur- 
ders of great Numbers on this Account, at Miletus 
and Sardis. 

Onder the Reign of this n the Arians 
alſo, in their Turn, uſed the Orthodox with no great- 
er Moderation, than the Orthodox had uſed them. 
The Vandals, who were partly Pagans, and partly 
Arions, had ſeized on Spain and Africa, and exerciſed 
innumerable Cruelties on Thoſe who were. not of the 
ſame Religion with Themſelves. Traſimend their Ge- 
neral in Spain, and Genſerick in Africa, uſed all poſſi 
ble Endeavours to propagate Arianiſm throughout all 
their Provinces. And the more effectually to accom- 
pliſh this Deſign, they filled all Places with Slaugh- 
ter and Blood, by the Advice of the Biſhops of 2 
Farty, burning down Churches, and putting the or- 
thodox Clergy to the moſt grie vous and unheard of 
Tortures, to make them diſcover the Gold and Sil- 
ver of their Churches, repeating theſe kind of Tor- 
tures ſeveral Times, fo that many actually died under 
them. Genſerick ſeized on all the ſacred Books he 
could find, that they might be deprived. of the 
Means of "defending their Opinions. By the Coun- 
fel of his Biſhops, he ordered that . but Arians 
ſhould be admitted to Court, or em loy'd in any Of- 
fices about his Children, or ſo 8 as enjoy the Be- 
nefit of a Toleration. Armogeſtes, Maſculon, and Sa- 
turus, three Officers of his Court, were inhumanly 
tortured to make them embrace Arianiſm; and, up- 
on their Refuſal, they were ſtripped of their Honours | 
and Eſtates, and forced to protract a miſerable Life 
in the utmoſt Poverty and Want... Theſe and mam 
more Inſtances of Genferick' Cruelty towards the Or- 
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thodox, during a lai Reign of thirty-cight Years; 
are related by Vitor. 

The Council of Epheſus ; or Third General Council. 

" Durixs .theſe Tranſaction, a new Controverſy, 
of a very extraordinary and important Nature, aroſe' 
in the Church; which; as the Other had done before, 
occaſioned many Diſorders and Murders, and gave' 
Birth to the thitd geners? Council. Neſtorius, the 
perſecuting - Biſhop of Conſtantinople, altho tolerably 
ſound in the Doctrine of the real Deity of the Logos, 
yet excepted againſt the Virgin Mays being called 
Theotokos, i. e. Mother of God, becauſe as he argued, 
ws was a Womin, and that therefore God cold 1 not be 

born of her; adding, I cannot call him God, who once 
das not above-twb or three Months old ; and therefore 
he ſubſtituted another Word in the Room of it, call- 
ing her Chriſtototos, ot Mother of Chriſt. By this 

Means he ſeemed to maintain nbt only the Diſtins- 
on of the two Natures in Chriſt, for he allowed the 
proper Perſonality and. Subſiſtence of the gos, but that 
there were alſo twb diſtin Perſons in Chriſt; the one a 
mere Man, abſotutely diſtinct from the Word, and 
the other Gop, as abſolutely diſtinct from the human” 
Nature. This cauſed great Diſturbances in the City 
of Conſtantinople, and the Diſpute was thought of 
ſich Conſequence, as to need a Council to ſettle it. 
Accordingly Theodoſius convened one at Epheſits, A. C. 
431. of which Cyril] was Preſident ; and as he hated 
Neſtorins; he perſuaded the Biſhops of his own Party 
to decree, that the Virgin was, and ſhould be, the- 
Mother of Gop, and to anathematize All who ſhould 
rt confeſs her in this Character, nor own that the 
Word of Gow the Father was united ſubſtantially to 
the Fleſh, making one Chrif of two Natures, both 
God and Man together; or who-ſtiould aſcribe what 
the Scriptures ſays of Chriſt, to two Perſons or Sub- 
ſiſtences, interpreting ſome of the Man, excluſive ot. 


theW ord ; and others of they ord, excluſive of the hu- 
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man Nature; or who ſhould preſume to call the Mam 
Chriſt, the Bearer, or the Receptacle of God, inſtead of. 
Gop ; and haſtily to depoſe Nęſtorius five Days be- 
fore the coming of Jon Biſhop of Antioch, with 
his ſuffragan Biſhops. John, upon his Arrival at. 
Epheſus,depoſed Cyri!l,in a Council of Biſhops! held for 
that Purpoſe, and accuſed him of being the Author 
of all the Diſorders occaſioned by this Affair, and of 
having raſhly proceeded to the Depoſition of Ne 
rius, Cyrill, was ſoon abſolved by his own Council, 

and, in Revenge, depoſed Fobn of Antioch, and all 
the Biſhops of his Party. But they were both recon- 
ciled by the Emperor, and reſtored each other to 
their reſpective Sees, and, as the Effect of their Re- 
conciliation, both ſubſcribed to the Condemnation of 
Neftorius, who was ſent into Baniſhment, where, after. 
ſuffering great Hardſhips, he died miſerably ; being 
thus made to taſte thoſe Sweets of Perſecution he. 
had ſo liberally given to Others, in the Time of his 
Power and Proſperity. The Emperor himſelf, tho? 

at firſt he diſapproved of this Council's Conduct, 
yet afterwards was perſuaded to ratify their Decrees; 
and publiſhed a Law, by which .all who embraced 


the Opinions of Neſtorius, were, if Biſhops or Cler-. 


gymen, ordered to be expelled the Churches, or if 
Laymen, to be anathematized. This occaſioned irre-. 
concileable Hatreds amongſt the Biſhops and People, 
who were ſo enraged againſt each other, that there 
was no paſſing with any Safety from one Province or 
City to another; becauſe every One purſued his Neigh- 
bour as his Enemy, and, without any Fear of Gop, 
revenged themſelves on one FINITE under a . 


of Eccleſiaſtical Zeal. 
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Form of Doxologies amongſt all Chriſtians * 
ever. Agreeably to this his Temper, Euſebius, Bi- 
ſhop of Nicomedia, addreſs*'d him ſoon after his Pro- 


motion in theſe Words: God hath juſtly given you the 


Empire, that you ſhould govern All for the univerſal Wel- 
fare, and for the Peace f bis holy Church: And there- 
fore, before and in all Things, take Care of the Principles 
of the orthodox and moſt holy Faith," and extinguiſh the 
Roarings of the Hereticks, and bring to Light the Do#irines 
of Piety. The Legates alſo of Leo, Biſhop of Rome, 
reſented him their Accuſations againſt, Dieſcorus, 
Biſhop of Alexandria ; as did alſo Euſebius, Biſhop of 
Doryloum, beſeechin ng the Emperor that theſe Things 
might be judged and determined by a Synod. . Mar- 
cian conſented, and ordered the Biſhops to meet firſt 
at Nice, and afterwards at Chalcedon, 451. This was 
the fourth oecumenical or general Council, conſiſting 
of near ſix hundred Prelates. The principal Cauſe of 
their aſſembling was the Eutychian Hereſy, Eutyches, 
a Preſbyter of Conſtantinople, had aſſerted, in the 
Reign of Theodgſius, jun. that Jeſus Chriſt conſſted of 
$29 Natures before his Union or Incarnation, but that after 
this, be had oneNaiure only. He alſo denied that the Body 
of Chriſt was of the ſame Subſtance with Our s. On this 
Account, he was depoſed in a particular Council at 
Conſtantinople, by Flavian, Biſhop of that Place: But, 
his complaining to the Emperor that the Acts 
of that Council were falſified by his Enemies, a ſe- 
cond Synod of: the neighbouring Biſhops. met in the 


| ſame City, who, after examining thoſe Acts, found 


them to'be genuine, and confirmed the Sentence a- 
gainſt Eutyches. But Dioſcorus, Biſhop of Alexandria, 
who was at Enmity with Flavian-of Conſtantinople, ob- 
tained, from A Us, that a third Council ſhould 


be held on this Affair; which accordingly met at 


Epbeſus, which the Orthodox. ſtigmatized by the 


Name of Leſtrite, the thieving Council, or Council 


cf Thivves.  Dieſeerts ns 3 Went of it, and after 
an 
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an Examination of the Affair of Eutvches, his Sen- 
tence of Excommunication and Depolitton was taken 
off, and himſelf reſtored to his Office and Dignity ; 


the Biſhops of Corftantinople, Antioch, and Others, 


being depoſed in his Stead, But the condemned Bi- 
ſhops, and the Legates from Rome, appealed from 
this Sentence to another Council, and prevailed with 
T heedofius to iſſue his Letters for the aflembling one: 
But as he died before they could meet, the Honour 
of determining this Affair was reſerved for his Suc- 
ceflor M-yr:ian ; and when the Fathers, in Obedience 
to his Summons, were convened at Chalceden, the 
Emperor favoured them with his Preſence ; and in 
Speech to them, told them, That he had nothing more 
at Heart than to preſerne the true and orthodox Chriſtian 
Faith ſafe and uncorrupted, and that therefore he prepoſed 
to them a Law, that no One fhculd dare to difpute of the 
Perſon of Chriſt, otherwiſe than it has been determined by 
the Council of Nice. After this Addreſs of the Em- 
peror, the Fathers proceeded to their ſynodical Buſi- 
neſs, and, notwithſtanding the Synod was divided, 
ſome of the Fathers piouſly crying out, Damn Dioſ- 
corus, banthh Dioſcorus, baniſh the Egyptian, baniſh 
the Heretick, Chriſt hath depoſed Dioſcorus ; Others, on 
the contrary, Reftore Dioſcorus to the Council, reſtore 
Dioſcorus to his Churches; yet, through the Autho- 
rity of the Legates of Rome, Dioſcorus was depofed 
for his Contempt of the ſacred Canons, and for his 
Contumacy towards the holy univerfal Synod. After 
this, they proceeded to ſettle the Faith according to 
the Nicene Creed, the Opinions of the Fathers, and 
the Doctrine of Athanaſius, Cyrill, Czl;fine, Hilarius, 
Bafil, Gregory, and Leo; and decreed, that Chriſt 
was truly God, and truly Man, conſubſtantial to the 
Father as ta his Deity, and conſubſtantial, to us as to 
his Humanity; and that he was to be confeſſed as confiſt- 
ing of two Natures without Mixture, Converſion of one 
into the other, and without Diviſion or Separation; and 
that it ſhould not be lawful for any Perſon to utter, on 
33 EF 12 cui, 
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write, or compoſe, er think, or teach any other Faith 
whatſoever ; and that if Any ſhould preſume to do it, 
they ſhould, if Biſhops: or Clergymen, be depoſed ; 
and if Monks or Laicks, be anathematized. This 
procured a loud Acclamation : God bleſs the Emperor, 
God bleſs the Empreſs. We believe as Pope Leo doth. 
Damn the Dividers and the Confounders. We believe as 
Cyrill ad: Immortal be the Name-of Cyrill. Thus the 
Orthodix believe; and curſed be epery One 8 doth not be- 
lege ſo too. Marcian ratified their Decrees, and ba- 
niſhed Difocorus, and put forth an Edict, containing 
very ſevere Penalties againſt the. Entychians and Apol- 
bnarifts. . By this Law the Emperor ordained, That 
they ſhould. 5 have Power of diſpeſing their Eftates, end 
making a Mill, nor of. inberiting what Others ſhould leave 
them by Will. Neither let them receive Advantage by any 
Deed of Gift, but let whatſoever is given them, either by 
the Bouuty of the Living, or the Will of the Dead, be 
immediately forfeited to our Treaſury. 
Zeno, though perfectly orthodox in his Principles, 
yet was a very wicked and profligate Prince, and 
rendered himſelf ſo extremely hateful to his own Fa- 
mily, by his Vices and Debaucheries, that Bo/iliſcus, 
Brother of Verina, Mother of Zeno's Empreſs, expelled 
ig len Empire, and reigned in his Stead; and hav- 
ound by Experience, that the Decrees of the 
05.02 of ,Chal:edon had occaſioned many Diſtur- 
| bances, he by an Edict ordained, that the Nicene 
Creed alone ſhould be uſed in all Churches,as being the 
only Rule of the pure Faith, and ſufficient to remove 
every Herety,.and perfectly to unite all the Churches; 
confirming at the ſame Time the Decrees of the Coun- 
cils of Conſtantinople and Epheſus. But as to Thoſe of the 
Council of Chalcedon, he ordered, that as they had. 
deſtroyed. the Unity and good Order ofthe Churches, 
and the Peace of the whole World, they ſhould be 
anathematized by all the Biſhops ; and that where- 
ever any. CE of thoſe Articles ſhould be found 
Th 4 the þ 
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they ſhould be immediately burnt. And that who- 
Bare after this ſhould attempt, either by Diſpute or 
-Writing, or Teaching, at any Time, Manner or 
Place, to utter, or ſo much as name the Novelties 
that had been agreed on at Chalcedon contrary to the 
Faith, ſhould, as the Authors of Tumults and Se- 
- oa in the Churches of God, and as Enemies to 
op and himſelf, be ſubje& to all the Penalties of 
the Laws, and be ee if Biſhops or Clergymen; 
and if Monks or Laicks, be puniſhed with aniſh- 
ment, and Confiſcation of their Effects, and even 
with Death itſelf. 
HkExNcE the Church was divided into Factions ſo 
that the Biſhops wou!d not communicate with each 
other. Not only the Eaſtern Biſhops feparated from 
the Weſtern, but thoſe of the ſame Provinces Rad 
Schiſms amongſt themſelves. The Emperor, to pre- 
vent as much as poſſible theſe Quarrels, banifhed 
Thoſe who were moſt remarkably troubleſome, from 
their Sees, and particularly the Biſhops of Con anti 
wople and Antioch, forbidding all Perſons to preach 
either for againſt the Council of Chalcedon, in any. 
Places where it had not been uſual to do it befor 
that by allowing all Churches their ſeveral C aſtorns, 
he might prevent any Diſturbances upon Account of 
Innovations. But the Monks and Biſhops prevented 
theſe Attempts for Peace, by forcing one another to 
make new Eenfetons and. Sublcriptions, and” by 
anathematizing All who differed from them, as Here- 
ticks; ſo that by their ſeditious and obſtinate Belia- 
viour they occaſioned innumerable Quarrels and 
Murders in the Empire. They alſo treated the Em- 
peror himſelf with great Inſolence, and excommuni- 
cated him as an Enemy to the Synod of Clzalceden. 
Fuſtin was more zealous for Orthodoxy than his 
Predeceſſor Anaſtaſius, and in the firſt Year of his 
Reign gave a very ſignal Proof of it. Severus, Bi- 
op of Antico, was warm againſt the Council of 
Chalcedon, 
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Chaliedon, and. continually anathematizing it in the. 
Letters he-wrote to ſever a Biſhops and becauſe the 
People quarrelled on this Account, and divided into 
ſeveral Parties; Juſtin ordered the Biſhop to be appre- 
hended, and his Tongue to be cut out; and com- 
manded that the Synod. of Chalcedon ſhould be preach- 
ed up through all the Churches of the Empire. Pla- 
tina alſo tells us, that he baniſhed the 21 and 
gore their Churches to the Orthodox. Hormiſda alſo, 


Biſhop of Rome, in Imitation of his Predeceſſor Sam- 


Ks baniſhed the Remainder of the Manichees, 
3nd cauſed their Writing to be burnt. 

Juſtiman, his Succeſſor in the Empire, fligbended 
him alſo in his Zeal for the Council of Chalcedon, 
and baniſhed the Biſhops of Conſtantineple and Anticck, 
becauſe they would not obey his Orders, and receive 
the Decrees of that Synod. He alſo publiſhed a Con- 
ſtitution, by which he anathematized them and all 
their Followers; and ordered, that whoſoever ſhould 
preach their Opinions ound be ſubje& to the moſt 
grievous Puniſhments. this Means nothing was 
openly preached in 27 of the Churches but this 
Council; nor did any One dare to anathematize it. 
And whoſoever were of a contraryOpinion, they were 
compelled by innumerable Methode, to come into the 
orthodox Faith. In the third Year of his Reign he 

publiſhed a Law, ordering that there ſhould be no 
13 nor Hereticts, but orthodox Chriſtians only; 
allowing to Herelicks three Months only for Conver- 
ſion. By another, he deprived Hereticks of the Right 
of Succeſſion. 
The fecond Council at Conſtantinople ; er 22 General 

35 

Donis his Reign, (Justinian) in the 24th Year 
of it, was held the fifth General Council at Conſtan- 
tinople, A. C. 553. conſiſting of about 165 Fa- 
thers. The Occaſion of their Meeting was the Op- 


poſition that Was made. to the Four former general 


Councils, 


Councils, and particularly the Writings of Origen 
which Euſtachius Biſhop of Feraſalem, accuſed, as full 
of many dangerous Errors. In the firſt Seſſions it 
was debated, Whether Thoſe who toere dead were to le 
anatbematized ? One Eutychius looked with Contempt 
on the Fathers for their Heſitatibn: in ſo plain a Mat- 
ter, and told them, that there needed no Deliberation 
about it; for that King Jeſas formerly did not only 
deſtroy the idolatrous' Prieſts who were living, but 
dug alſo thoſe who had been dead long before out of 
their Graves. So clear a Determination of the Point, 
who could reſiſt? The Fathers immediately were 
convinced, and Juſtinian cauſed him to be conſecrated 
Biſhop of Conſtantinople, in the Room of Menas,. juſt 
deceas'd, for this his Skill in Scripture and Cafaiftry. 
The Conſequence was, that the Decrees of the four 
preceeding Councils were all confirmed Thoſe who 
were condemned by them re- condemned and. anathe- 
e eee T heodorus Biſhop of Mapſueſtia, and 
Das, with their Writings, as favouring. the Impie- 
ties of Neftorius ; and finally, Origen, with all his 
deteſtable and execrable Principles, and all Perſons 
whatſoever who ſhould think, or ſpeak of them, or 
dare to defend them. After theſe Tranſactions, the 
Synod ſent an Account of them to Juſtinian, whom 
they complimented with the Title of the moſt Cbriſtian 
King, and with having a Soul Partaker of the hea 
Nobility. And yet ſoon after theſe Flatteries, his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty turned Heretict himſelf; and endea- 
voured with as much Zeal to propagate . Hereſy, as he 
had done Orthodoxy before: He. publiſhed an Edict, 
by which he ordained, That the: Rody of Chriſt was in- 
corruptible, and incapable even of natural and innocent 
Paſſions ;, that before his Death he eat in the ſame Manner 
as he did after his Reſurreftion,. receiving no Colverſion 
on Change from his very Forniation in the Womb, neither 
in his voluntary or natural Affettions, nor after, his Refur- 
reftion, But as he was endeavouring to force the Bi- 
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hops to receive his Creed, Gop was pleaſed, as 
Evagrius obſerves, to cut him off; and notwithſtand- 
ing the beavenly Nobility of his Soul, he went, as the 
ſame Author charitably ſuppoſes, 1% the Devil. 

Juſtin the Younger, who tucceeded Juſtiuian, pub- 
liſned an Edict ſoon after his Advancement, by which 
he ſent all the Biſhops to their reſpective Sees, and 
to perform divine Worſhip according to the uſual 
Manner of their Churches, without making any In- 
novations concerning the Faith. As to his perſonal 
Character, he was extremely diſſolute and debauched, 
and addicted to the moſt vile and criminal Pleaſures. 
He was alſo ſordidly covetous, and ſold the very 
Biſhopricks to the beſt Bidders, putting them up to 
publick Auction. Nor was he leſs remarkable for his 
Cruelty: He had a near Relation of his own Name, 
whom he treacherouſly murdered ; and of whom he 
was ſo jealous, that he could not be content till he 
and his Empreſs had trampled his Head under their 
Feet.. However, he was very orthodox, and pub- 
liſhed a new Explication of the Faith, which for 
Clearneſs and Subtilty exceeded all that went before 
it. In this he profeſſes, That he believed in Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, the conſubſtantial Trinity, one Deity, 
or Nature, or Eſſence, and one Virtue, Power and Ener- 
gy, in three Hypoſtaſes or Perſons; and that he adored the 
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, having a moſt 
admirable Diviſion aud Union; the Unity according to the 
Eſſence or Deity , the Trinity according to the Properties, 
Hypoſtaſes or Perſons; for they are divided indiviſibly ; 
or if I may fo ſpeak, they are joined tegether ſeparately. 
Moreover, we anathematize All who hade, or do think 
otherwiſe, and judge them as cut off from the holy Catho- 
lick; and Apoſtolick Church of God. Yo this extraordi- 
nary Edict, All, ſays the Hiſtorian, gave their Con- 
ſent, eſtceming it to be very orthodox, though 
they were not more united amongſt Themſelves than 
before. .. 


we 
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UxpER FHeraclius, the Succeſſor of Phocas, great 
Diſturbances were raiſed upon Account of what the 


called the Hereſy of the Monothelites, i. e. Thoſe who 
held there were not two Wills, the Divine and Hu- 


man, in Chrift, but only one ſingle Will or Opera- 
tion. The Emperor himſelf was of this Opinion, 


being perſuaded into it by Hyrrłus Patriarch of Con- 


ſtanlinople, and Cyrus Biſhop of Alexandria, And tho? 


he afterwards ſeems to have changed his Mind in 
this Point, yet in Order to promote Peace, he pur 


forth an Edict, forbidding Diſputes or Quarrels, on - 
either Side the Queſtion, 'Conſtans, his Grandſon, was 
of the ſame Sentiment, and at the Inſtigation of Paul 
Biſhop of Conſtantinople, grievouſly perſecuted Thoſe . 


who would not agree with him. Martyn, Pope of 
Rome, ſent his Legates to the Emperor and Patriarch 


to forſake their Errors, and embrace the Truth ; but 


his Holineſs was but little regarded, and after his 
Legates were impriſoned and whipped, they were 
{ent into Baniſhment. This greatly enraged Martyn, 
who convened a Synod at Rome of 150 Biſhops, who 


decreed, that whoſoever ſhould not confeſs two Mills, 
and two Operations united, the Divine and the Human, . 


in one and the ſame Chriſt, fheuld be anathema, and that 
Paul Biſhop of Conſtantinople ſhould be condemned 


and depoſed. The Emperor highly reſented this 


Conduct, and ſent Olympius, Hexarch, into Italy to 
propagate the Monethelite Doctrine; and either to 
kill Martyn, or ſend him Priſoner to Conſtantinaple. 
Olympius not being able to execute either Deſign, 
Theodorus was ſent in his Room, who apprehended 


the Pope, put him in Chains, and got him convey- 


ed to the Emperor, who after ignominiouſly treating 
him, baniſhed him to Pontus, where he died in great 
Miſery and Want. The Biſhops of Conftans's Partv 


were greatly aſſiſtant to him in this Work of Perſe- _ 
cution, and-ſhewed more Rage againſt their Fellow- 
Chriſtians, then they did againſt che very. Barbarians | 
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The Third Conncil at or" Lan or Sixth General 
: i 

Confiantine, the eldeſt Son of a cut off his 
two younger Brothers Noſes, that they might not 
ſhare the Empire with him; but however happened 
to be more orthodox than his Predeceſſors; and by 
the Perſuaſion of Agatho, Pope of Rome, convened 


the ſixth General Council at Conftantinople, A. D. 


680. in which were preſent 289 Biſhops. The Fa- 
thers of this holy Synod complimented the Emperor 
with being another David, raiſad up by Chrid, , their 
God, 4 Man after his own Heart ; who: bad. not given 
Sleep to his Eyes, nor Slumber to his Eye-lids,” till he bad 
gathered; them together, 10 find out the perfec! Rule of 
Faith,” After this they condemned the Hereſy of one 
Will in Cbriſt, and delared; That they glorified two na- 
tural Wills and Operations, indiviſibly, — with- 
out Confuſion, © and inſeparably. in the ſame | Lord Jeſus 
Chrif, our true God, i. e. the divine Operation, and the 
buman ation. 80 that now the orthodox Faith, 
in Reference to Chris, was this; that he had two Na- 
tures, the Divine and Human; that. theſe two Natures 
Were united, without Confuſion, into one ſingle. Perſon ; 
and tbut in this one Angle Perſon, there 4vere two diftint? 
Wills and Operationt, the Human and Divine. Thus 
at laſt 680 Years after Chri, was the orthodox Faith, 
relating to his Deity, Humanity, Nature and Wills, 
decided and ſettled by this Synod ; who, after pro- 
nounced Anathemas againſt” the Living and Dead, 
ordered the Burning of heretical Books, and depriv- 
ed ſeveral Biſhops of their Sees; procured. an Edict 
from the Emperor, commanding all to receive their 
Confeſſion of Faith, and denouncing not only eter- 


nal, but corporal Puniſhments to all Recuſants; viz. 


if chey were Biſhops, or Clergymen, or Monks, they 
were to be baniſhed; if Laymen, of any Rank and 
Figure, they were to forfeit their Eſtates and loſe 
— e 5 if * the common . they were 
1 
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to be expelled the Royal City. Theſe their definitive 
Sentences were concluded with the uſual Exclama- 
tion, of, God ſave the Emperor, long live the orthodox 
Emperor, down with the Hereticks, curſed be Euty- 
ches, Macarius, Cc. ! The Trinity hath depoſed them. 

The next Controverſy of Importance was relating 
to the Worſhip of Images. The Reſpect due to the 
Memories of the Apoſtles and Martyrs of the Chrif 
tian Church, was gradually carried into great Super- 
3 and at Length degenerated into downright | 
Tdolatry. * 5 555 _. | 
Catia in Biſhop of Rome, the Succeſſor of Paul, 1 
ſeems alſo to have been an Enemy to Images, and 
therefore tumultuouſly depoſed ; and Stephen III. fub- 
was ſtituted in his Room, who was a warm and furious 
Defender of them. He immediately aſſembled 4 ö 
Council in the Lateran Church, where the holy Fa- 
thers abrogated all Conſtantinès Decrees ; depoſed all bl 
who had been ordained by him Biſhops; made void” 4 
all his Baptiſms and Chriſms; and, as ſome Hiſto- | 
rians relate, after having beat him, and uſed him J 
with great Indignity, made a Fire in the Church, 
and burnt him therein. After this, they annulled 
all the Decrees of the Synod of Constantinople, order- 
ed the Reſtoration of Statues and Images, and ana- 
thematized that execrable and pernicious Synod, 
giving this excellent Reaſon for the Uſe of Images ; 
That if *twas lawſul for Emperors, and Thoſe who bad 
deſerved well of the Commonwealth, to bave their Images 
erefted, but not lawful to ſet up thoſe of God, the Condi- 
tion of the immortal God would be worſe than that of Men. 1 
After this the Pope publiſhed the Acts of the Coun- 1 
cil, and pronounced an Anathema againſt all Thoſe 


who ſhould oppoſe it. ; * 1 

be ſecond Nicene Council ; or the ſeventh General 4 
et Council. ESI 1 

Tavs the Myſtery of this Iniquity worked, till 1 
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her Son, a Synod was packed vp of ſuch Biſhops as 
were ready to make any Decrees that ſhould be agree- 
able to the Roman Pontiff, and the Empreſs. They 
met at Nice, An. 787. to the Number of about 350. 
In this venerable Aſſembly it was. decreed, That holy 
Images of the Croſs ſhould be conſecrated, and put on the 
ſacred Veſſels and Veſtments, and upon Walls and Boards, 
in private Houſes and publick Ways; and eſpecially that 
there Aol He erected pe pour 7 the Lord our Por our 


„ 


| that WWhoſecver ſhould preſume to "think or teach other iſe, 
or to throw away. any painted Books, or the Figure of the 
Croſs, or. any Image or Pifture, or any genuine Relit?s of 
the Martyrs, they. ſhould, if Biſhops or Clergyme;:, be de- 
poſed; or if Mons or Laymen, be excommunicated. Then 
they pronounced Anathemas uponAll who thould not 
receive Images, or who ſhould call them Idols, or 
who ſhould wilfully communicate with Thoſe who re- 
jected and deſp iſed them; adding, according to Cuſ- 
tom, Long live Conſtantine and Irene his Mother. 
Damnation 10 all He reticks. Demnation on the Council - 
that roared aguinſt vencrable Images : 7. be boly Trinity 
hath depofed them. 

Trene and Constantine approved and ſubſcribed theſe 
Decrees, and the Conſequence, was, That Idols and 
Images were erected in all the Churches; and Thoſe 
who were againſt them, treated with great Severity. 
This Council, was held under the Popedom of Ha- 
drian I. and thus, by the Intrigues of the Popes of 
Rome, Iniquity was eſtabliſhed by a Law, and the 
Worſhip. of Idols authorized and eſtabliſhed in the 
Chriſtian Church, though contrary to all the Princi- 
ples of natural Religion, and the Nature and De- 
ſign of the Chriſtian Revelation. ; 

*Tis true, that this Deciſion of the Council did 
not put an entire End to the Controverly. Plating 
ws. us, that ConStantine himſelf, not long after 115 
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nulled their Decrees, and removed his Mother from 
all Share in the Government, The Synod alſo of 
Francfort, held about fix Years after, decreed that the 
Worſhip and Adoration of Images was impiòus; con- 
demned the Synod of Nice, which had eſtabliſhed it, 
and ordered that it ſhould not be called either the 
Seventh, or an univerſal Council. But as the Roman 
Pontiffs had engroſſed almoſt all Power into their 
own Hands, all Oppoſition to Image Worſhip be- 
came ineffectual ; eſpecially as they ſupported their 
Decrees by the civil Power,and cauſed great Cruelties 
to be exerciſed towards all Thoſe who ſhould dare diſ- 
pute, or contradict them. 

Fox many Years the World groaned under this 
Antichriſtian Yoke ; nor were any Methods of Fraud, 
Impoiture and Barbarity, left unpractiſed to ſupport 
and perpetuate it. As the Clergy rid Lords of the 
Univerſe, they grew wanton and inſolent in their 
Power; and as they drained the Nations of their 
Wealth to ſupport their own Grandeur and Luxury, 
they degenerated into the worſt and vileſt Set of Men 
that ever burdened the Earth. They were ſhamefully 
Ignorant, and ſcandalouſly Vicious; well verſed in 
the moſt exquiſite Arts of Torture and Cruelty, and 
abſolutely diveſted of all Bowels of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion towards Thoſe, who even in the ſmalleſt Mat- 
ters differed from the Dictates of their Superſtition 
and Impiety. The infamous Practices of that ac- 
curſed Tribunal, the Inquiſition, the Wars: againſt 
Hereticks in the Earldom of 7 holouſe, the Maſſacres 
of Paris and Ireland, the many Sacrifices they have 
made in Great-Britain, the Fires they have kindled, 
and the Flames they have lighted up in all Nations, 
where their Power hath been acknowledged, witneſs 
againſt them, and demonſtrate them ro be very 
Monſters of Mankind. So that One would: really 
wonder, that the whole World hath not entered into 
2 Combiaatian, and riſen in Artis against fo exe- 
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erable a Set of Men, and extirpated them as ſavage 
Beaſts, from the Face of the whole Earth ; who, 
ont of a Pretence of Religion, have defiled it with 
the Blood of innumerable Saints and Martyrs, and 
made Uſe of the Name of the moſt holy Jeſur, to 
countenance and ſanctify the moſt abominable Im- 
pieties. Tre 8 er OT 
_ Tnz&REx is no Diſpute, but that there has always 
been a Number of wiſe and pious Men, Men of 
Temper and Moderation, among theſe Creed-making 
Councils, who have ſeen and heartily lamented theſe 
Diſorders and Impieties in the Chriſtian Church : 
And have ever endeavour'd to correct and reform 
them; by inſpiring the Miniſters of Religion, with 
Sentiments more Humane, Generous and Chriſtian: 
But their Attempts of this Kind, have proved inef- 
fectual, as theſe Men bore but little Proportion to 
the Bady of theſe Councils, who were of a different 
Temper : For. theſe Councils conſiſted of 3, 4, 5, 
and 6 hundred Biſhops and Prelates, and many of 
thoſe Biſhops were great as ſovereign Princes: And 
were doubtleſs, ſuch avaricious, lordly, imperious, 
cruel Monſters, as they have been repreſented ; both 
as to the Orthodox and Arian Parties. And *tis very 
Difficult to know which of thoſe Parties exceeded in 
Cruelty and Wickedneſs. 3 
Ir Men then, actuated by theſe Principles and 
Views, have been the Men, that have compoſed theſe 
Councils, there is little, or no Weight to be put up- 
on their Opinions, as to the Doctrines of Religion; 
for as Religion was not their principal Concern, but 
Power f es they have generally made the 
firſt, ſubſervent to the laſt: Accordingly all Sorts of 
Principles have been orthodox in their Turn. --- 
Now, as this has generally been the State of the 
Chriſtian. Church, and theſe the Sentiments and 
Views that have for the moſt Part governed theſe 
Creed making Miniſters, from the firſt Nicene Coun- 


g cil, 


/ 


Th | e ( 107.) „ 5 
ci, which was held in the Year of the Chriſtraty 
Era 325, to the ] roteſtant Reformation, which be- 
pan in Hensy the VIII's Day, a little better then 
200 Years ago, One- would be apt to think, the 
eight the Preſident lays: upon Councils, is rather 
built upon the ſuperſtitious Fondneſs he has for them, 
than upon any juſt and ſolid Foundation. —— 

I have ſaid the more on this Head of Councils, 
becauſe I have underſtood, that there has been divers 
Attempts made for the forming of a General Aſſocia- 
tion-in this Colony ; and that Mr. Preſident has la- 
bour'd abundantly. in that Affair. This GENERAL 
Asscociartion I perceive, is to be the Supreme Ec- 
cleſiaflical Court, where all religious Debates. and Con- 
troverſies reſpecting the Faith; are to be judged de- 
cided and finiſhed. . And that their Deciſions reſpect- 
ing Orthodoxy and Hereſy, are to be binding upon 
the Miniſters and their Churches ; and that they are 
to be inveſted with the Power of Excommunication, 
both of Miniſters and Churches. If this ſhould ever 
be the Caſe (which I hope God in his Providence 
will prevent) the Connecticut Churches may date their 
Ruin and Confuſion from that very Day. For ſup- 
poſe, that this Matter was effected, and that a Man of 
Cyril or Athenafius's Temper was Preſident, or in the 
modern Phraſe, Moderator of this Council, and that 
it's Members, were of the fame Stamp; what muſt 
we conceive to be the. Conſequence ? But that the 
Cry of Hereſy would ſoon be raiſed; (for theſe 
Fathers of the Faith generally account every Thing 


Hereſy that don't comport with their. Intereſt, whe- _ 


ther it be of a religious or civil. Nature) and that if 
there were no Hereticks before, that then. there would 
be Many; and that the Government would be filled 
with religious Curſes and Excommunications. This 
will be a glorious Reformation! When the Churches 


ſhall have got together by the Ears, and nothing 


mall be heard, but Curſes and Excommunications 3 
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Miniſters and Churches ſending each other. to the 
Devil by Turns.---The greateſt Miſchiefs that hath 
ever befallen the Chriſtian Church, have derived 
from the Power, Pride, Uſurpation, Tyranny and 
Cruelty of theſe Religious Councils; Witneſs the 
Councils of Nizcene, Macedon, &c. And what Reaſon 
have we to expect, but that the Conſequences of a 
General Aſſociation, will be the ſame, as far as the 
Climate will allow of it. We have Men deſcended f Trom 
the ſame corrupt Stock, Men who have probably as 
_—_ Pride, Avarice and Itch for Domination, and, ir 
may 


* Fan to chis, ſays the late Rev'd learned and pious Jora- 

than Nickinſon of Elizabeth-Town, in his Remarks upon a 

* Diſcourſe, intituled, an Overture; (A Piece at this Time highly 

ö worthy the Attention of the Public) in theſe Words, „ The 

„ Synad of Nice, did indeed impoſe Sub/criptions ; but what was 

„ the Conſequence, but horrible Schiſms, Convulſions and 

* Confufions, until the Church was crumbled into Parts and 

« Parties, each uncharitably anathematizing one another? Ne- 

< ver was the Church inteſted with ſuch a Swarm of Hereticks 

© and Hereſies, as ſprung from that corrupt Fountain of Impo- 

& ſition and Subſcription. The Arians were not only ſtrength- 

&« ened. in their Hereſy, and increaſed in their Numbers by 

te their Perſecution. ; Por there was quickly added to em, the 

& black Catalogue of Euſtathians, Macedonians, Anomoioi, Euno- 

& mians, Photinians, Luciferians, Authropomorphites, Donatifts, 

% Appollonarians, Dimerite, Maſſiliani, Antidicomorianite, Col- 

& Hridiani, Metangiſmonite, Pſathyrians, Eutichians, Selucian, 

«& Patriciani, with a long andalmoſt endleſs Et cetera. All which 

% Hereſies roſe out of the bottomleſs Pit, in about ſeventy Vears 

. * ſpace, in the ſame Church. Whence one Council was con- 

« vened after another, to draw up new Creeds, and impoſe new 

« Subſcriptions, until almoſt every Article of Chriſtianity was both 

4 condemned and eſtabliſhed. This was the Mark ſet by Pro- 

evidence upon the firſt. Subſcription of this Kind, that was ever 

* impoſed in the World; and this the Defence and. Propoga- 
« tion. of Truth that followed from it. 

The Churches of New-Eng/and have all continued from 
 #& their firſt Foundation Nonſubſcribers; and yet retain their 
4 firſt Faith and Love. From all this I think © it naturally fol- 
- © lows, that -Sul/cription is not Neceſſary for the Being, or 
„ Well-being of the Church; unleſs Hatred, Variance, Emu- 
“. lations, Wrath, * Seditions and Hereſies, are een 
to that End.“ 
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may be, naturalCruelty as They: If ſo, only give Them 
the ſame Power and the ſame Temptation, and they will 
do as much Miſchiet as They did; ſaving, that our Laws 
don't admit of Men's being butchered for the ſake of 
Religion, and if rhey would, that there are not ſo 
many Men to be murdered, or Cities to be burnt. 
Supposk a Man of Mr. Preſident's Make, who 
could make the Veſtminiſter Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiim a Standard for the Scriptures, and could aſſert 
that a Man muſt believe the Catechiſm before the 
Bible, in a Point, wherein he thought they diſagreed, 
was Preſident of this Aſſociation or r Council, and that 
the Body, were of his Sentiments and Temper; what 
would be the Conſequence? Might they not imagine, 
finding that they were a religiousCouncil to ſettle the 
Faith, that they were as good Judges of the Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as thoſe good Gentle- 
men were, who compos'd the Catechiſm and Con- 
feſſion; and that They had as good Right to add 
to them, as thoſe Men had to make them ; and that 
it They added any Thing to them, they would be as 
ſacred as they were before; and would they not ſtill be 
as fond of ſettling the F aith by them, as they uſed to 
be ? Which would be ſettling the Faith not accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, but according to their own 
Notions and Whims; they would yet be the Standard 
of the Faith: But would Men be tryed, judged and 
excommunicated by ſuch a Standard as this? No! 
not ſo long as they had one Atom of common Senſe © 
left. Theſe Things will never go down in a free 
State, where People are bred in, and breathe a free 
Air, and are formed upon Principles of Liberty; 
| they might Anſwer in a Popiſh Country, or in Tur- 
key, where the common People are ſunk and degra- 
ded almoſt to the State of Brutes, by Poverty, Chains 
and abſolute Tyranny, and have no more Senſe of 
Liberty and Property, then ſq- many Fack-Aſes : But 
in a free State they will be eternally rediculed and 
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abhorred. For my 'Part, did I not think Religions 
far too ſacred to be trifled with, and was J perſuaded 
that no ill. Conſequences would attend ſuch a wvenes 
ncrable Council, I ſhould be half pleaſed to ſee it; as 
ir would be a droll Subject, a Subject of Lampoon 
and Buffbonry, to ſee the Biſhop of Conne&icut awfully 
attended with an Equipage of 15 or 16 in Black, tor- 
ing through the Government, to excommunicate 
this, that, and me other Church from the Faiths < 
8 

Tis too late f in the Day for theſe Things, theſe 
Gentlemen ſhould have lived 12 or 13 Hundred 
Vears ago, or they ſhould have been born in a Po- 
piſh Country, then they would have had ſomething to 
do : But as to Us in this Country, we are Free- born, 
and have the keeneſt Senſe of Liberty, and han't the 
leaſt Notion of pampering and making a Fez great, at 
the Expence + our own Liberty and Property. 

Mr. Preſident proceeds in Pag. 29 to ſay, For 
« tho? there have been ſome Men ſcattered up and 
* down in the World, and ſometimes convened in Aſ- 
* ſemblies, who have not believed theſe Doctrines, 
« and have ſometimes . endeavoured covertly to diſ- 
0 guiſe them, and let them drop, and. by 8 
« to root them out of the Chriſtian Church; 
" they never dared openly and formally to deny Sw. 
% (9c. ” By this, the Preſident. would have us under- 


' ſtand, that there have been only here and there One, 


ſcatter d, (as he calls'it) up and down in the World, 

who have oppoſed Orthordoxy. As a Hiſtorian he 
is culpable in this Repreſentation. ---For Mr. Chand- 
ler, ſpeaking of theſe Times he referrs to, has theſe 
Words, The Truth is the Chriſtian Clergy, who 
< were now become the chief Incendiaries, and Diſ- 


4 turbers of the Empire, and the Pride of the Bi- 


„ ſhops, and the Fury of the People on Ach SIDE, 


e were grown. to ſuch a Height, as that there ſcarce 
T ever was an Election or Reſtoration of a Biſhop in 
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te the larger Cities, but it was attended with Sl: 
6 ter and Blood.” Surpriſing | Was this the Ch 
and only here and there a Man that oppoſed Ortho- 
doxy ? No! The Truth was, that the 4rian Party 
was a numerous and powerful Party, and had in their 
Turn (as well as the Orthodox) the Imperial Au: 
thority on their Side. Both Parties, . nar\yud and 
Arian, were numerous and powerful, proud and ty- 
rannical, cruel and implacable Enemies One to the 
Other. The Conſequence was Baniſhment and Ex- 
communication, Murthers, Burnings and Depopur 
lating of Cities, Sc. 
; ComPparinc the fore cited Paſſages of the Pre- 
ſident's, with what he ſays in Pag. 40 of Aris, 
Palagius, and their Followers (as he calls them) That 
„ comparing theſe Men with Thoſe of the oppoſite 
« Sentiments, they are but as the ſmall Duſt of the 
„ Ballance ” One would be inclined to think, that he 
thought Truth was to be determined by Vote; or 
how does he Puff away ſo much upon Number? 
* Cuſtom the World's nr Lol we adore; 
And knowing this, we ſeeꝶ to know no more. Pomfret: 
Mr. Prefident obſerves in the ſame Bag, That 
* the Emperor Conflantius was an Arian, and that 
he ſtrenuouſly endeavour'd by ſecret Fraud, and o- 
pen Violence to eftabliſh Arianiſm. He might 
have added with equal Truth, that the Orthodoxy 
were as. guilty of theſe Pradtices as the Arians ; had 
it not been for the ſuperſtitious Fondneſs he had to that 
dear Term Orthodoxy, which I imagine is no more 
ſacred, then the Term Arianiſm, or has done leſs 
. Miſchief in the World. 
. In Pag. 29 He has inſerted (in Part, as he owns) 
„ The worſt Arian Creed the World ever ſaw under. 
the Countenance of Publick Authority. ” He. 
2 might 
* If this was the worſt Arian Creed publiſhed by public Autho- 


- xity, there were certainly ſome * under N 10 
| | hgh ow 


irt 
might have ſpared his Pains, in telling of us it was 
the worſt, we ſhould have concluded from his Tem: 
r, that this was the Truth, if he had ſaid nothing a- 
out it. But in as much, as he has undertaken to 
give Mankind a Specimen of the Arian Faith, tis not 
to his Honour, that he has taken their worſt Creed 
in Order to do it. However if he could brook this, 
to ſerve his Deſigns, it is ſurpriſing he ſhould be 
ſo weak as to tell us it: From whence we ma 
know what to expect from the Preſident, viz. That 
when he. repreſents Thoſe he calls his Adverſaries, 
that he will repreſent them in the worſt Point of 
Light, and may ſafely conclude, that they are better 
Men, then he repreſents to be. | 
I have not faid one Word with Regard to this 4- 
rian Comroverly, becauſe I had the lcaſt Affection, 
either for Arius or his Principles ; but becauſe 1 
thought it could be no Service to the Principles the 
Preſident undertook to vindicate, to endeavour to 
ſupport them by Repreſentations which were not 
agreeable to Truth; by repreſenting the Arians as the 
baſeſt Set .of Men in the World and the. Ortho- 
dox as the Reverſe ; and by repreſenting, as tho O- 
riginal Sin and the Doctrines thergpn depending, were 
eſtabliſhed in General Councils, equally withthe Divi- 
nity of our Saviour; which appears from his ranking 
theſe Doctrinesconſtantly together, whilſt he is ſpeak- 
ing of General Councils. I with the Preſident had let 
alone this Ar ian Controverſy, ſeeing it is Nothing to 
his Purpoſe; and I believe he would have done it, had 
he not a Deſign to raiſe a Duſt and a Noiſe about it. 
I hope every Man who values the Peace of the Church, 
will do his Utmoſt to put aStop to theſe Proceedings, 
OCT WRT 1909: $6219 remembring 
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3 confiſtent then is he in ſaying, in the ſame Page, of the 
_ » Arians, that they never dared openly and formally to deny 
-_ theſe, Principles (orthodox Principles) by any public Act. 
Why! Wan't public: ArianCreeds a denial of Orthodoxyd How 
we we to underſtand theſe Things? ES 


( 113 ) 
remembering what the Emperor Conſtantine ſaid; with 
Regard to this Controverſy, expreſſed in a Letter to 
Alexander and Arius, in theſe Words, That aftex, 
having diligently examined the Riſe and Foundation 
<* of this Afarr, he found the Occaſion of this Diffe- 
** rence. to be very trifling, and not worthy ſuch 
«* furious Contentions; and that he - promiſed 
* himſelf, that his Mediation for Peace; would 
© have the deſired Effect; he tells Alexander, that he 
required from his Pre/byter ( Arius) a Declaration of 
his Sentiments, concerning a iy, empty Queſtion z 
and Arrius, that he had imprudently uttered, what 
* he ſhould not even have thought of, or at Leaſt he 
* ought to have kept fecret in his own- Breaſt ; and 
* that therefore Queſtions about ſuch Things thould 
* not have been aſked, or if hey had, ſhould not have 
been anſwered ; that zhey proceeded from an idle 
* Itch of Deſpatation, and were in Themſelves of ſo 
high and difficult a Nature, as that they could 
* not be exactly comprehended, or ſuitably ex- 
* plained. ? 8 

Pace 32, The Preſident ſays, St. Auguſtine wrote 
& very copiouſly upon theſe Subjects, viz. Original 
“ Sin, Sc. againſt Palagius, and aſſerted the ſame 
* Doctrines, which have ſince been called by the Name 
« of Calviniſm; and the Doctrines of St. Auguſtine have 
* always been acknowledged as the ſtanding Doctrines 
4 of the Chriſtian Church. * For Anſwer, I would 

obſerve two Things, with Regard to St. Auſtin. 
 FixsT, When he wrote againſt the Hereſy of the 
Manichecs, the Principles he advanced in that Diſpute, 
were agreeable to the Principles of the ancient Fa- 
thers ; but were a Contradiction to, and really ſub- 
verſive of the Doctrines called Calviniſm. | 
SECONDLY, When St. Auſtin wrote againſt the 
Hereſy of Pelagius he recanted many of the Principles 
he had advanced in his Diſpute againſt the MMarnichees; 
and the Principles he then aflerted, were fuch as 
ES might 
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Kight be called Calviniſm as well as any Thi 5 Pl 4 
Truth was, he neither agreed with himſel his Dif 
oy or with the Fathers. 

FirsT, Then, I obſerve, with Regard to St. Aubin, 
| chad when he wrote againſt the Hereſy of the Mani- 
ebees, the Principles he advanced in that Diſputes 
were agreeable to the Principles of the ancient Fa- 
chers; but were a Contradiction to, and really ſub? 
verſive of the Doctrines called Calviniſm. This wag 
one of the Errors of the Manichees, That Sin aroſe not 
from the free-Will of Man, but from the Subſtance of 
Matter; and ſo ſome Souls were wicked, not by Choice, 
but by Nature. Againſt this wicked Hera) St Auſtin 
urgeth many Arguments, 

Fit. Tnar no Man can juſtly be condemned, for 
doing that Evil which he was not able to reſiſt ; for 
all Men (faith he) will pronounce without any He: 
ſitation, nibil iſtoſe amninò peccaſſe, that theſe Men havt 
done no Evil. For if Souls be ſo compelled to Act; 
that they have no Power to reſiſt; they Sin not. 

- Secondly, THAT no Souls offend in not being ſuch 
25 they cannot be. 

Thirdly, Hz aſſerts, That r no Man is worthy of Dif. 
praiſe or Puniſhmear, for not doing that which he can: 
not do; and this (faith he) wilt be owned by every Man 
who conſults the ſecrets of his Conſcience; and the 
divine Laws written in his Heart. 17 

- Fourthly, Hs aſſerts, That no Man is Guilty fot 
not Wire that, which he hath not received. 5 

Now theſe Principles were the real Sentiments of 
the Fathers, No Man faith Juſtin Martyr, would 
be worthy of Reward and Praiſe, wha doth not of bim- 


Jelf chooſe to be Good, but is made ſuch; nor if he be 
Wicked can he be juſtly puniſhed ; as being not ſuch of bim- 
felf, and being not "al to be ather wiſe than as he was born. 
Tf Men, Laich Chryſoſtom, 4» thus pardon their Fellow- 
Men, when they are neceſſitated tio do a Thing, much more 
1288 this be done to Men compelled LE Force to d what 


they 
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the de; for if it be abſurd to puniſo Them, who by the 
Force of Barbarians are compelled to any Action, it muſt 
be more ſo, to puniſh Him, who is compelled by a ſtronger 
Power.---Origin, - faith, That no Man can be blame- 
Worthy for not doing zohat be cannot do; and that Jus 
das himſelf could not bave been blamed had he been a 
Traytor out of Neceſſity. ---- Add that Saying of Ire- 
næus, That our Lord, and his Apeſtles, could. have no 
Reaſon . to require us to do Good, if it were not in our 
Power to do . what they exhort us to; alſo that Saying 
of Tertullian, That GOD. would not have given a Law, 
to him who had it not in his.Power. to obey it; alſo 
that of Theodorit, - That GOD- caunot © juſtly. puniſh a 
Nature which hath it not in his Power to do Gœcd. From 
whence 'tis plain that the, Fathers were of Opinion, 
that a Neceſſity of Sinning frees Men from all Fault. 

Sr. Auſtin lays down this, as a true Definition of 
Sin, T hat it is the Will to do that, from which. we have 
the Liberty to abſtain ;, for ſaith he, if Men . want the 
free Metion of the Will to do, or not to do, or if they have 
got the Pawer to alſtain from what they do, they "a be 
guilty of. Sin; for if a Man cannot do etheraviſe, he finneth 
not. Agrecable to this, GOD, ſaith Hilary, bath per- 
mitted to every Man, the Liberty of . Life and Judgment, 
laying bim under no Neceſſity of doing Good or Evil, that 
be might be. rewarded. for. the Goodneſs of his ili. 
GOD. faith St. Baſil, loves Them who do what is right, 
rot from Neceſſity but. Virtue ; 2 Virtue, ſaith he, a+ 

ziſeth from Choice, and not from Neceſfit ity. For this. Cauſe 
Eh Chryfoſtom, GOD hath given thee fre- Mill, that 
Men may not accuſe GOD, as being bound under a Ne- 
ceſſity of. Joing Evil. -- Man, faith St. Cyrill of Alexan- 
dria, hath a ſree  Inclination to wwhat he will chooſe to do, and 
4 Freedom from Neceſſity in what. he will turn Limſelf 
unto , that ſo, and not otherwiſe, the Good may be wor- 
thy of of Praiſe and Reward, and the Wicked may be juſtly 
punihhed.--- The Devil faith St.. Cyrill of Jerulalem, 
Jegehs to thee « a T, Þo 4g! Es Fornication, if thou wilt, thou 
| aamitteſt 
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adnitteſ of it, ir Ho wilſt thou rejeBeft it; for if thai 
didft lie under a N reef of * why bath GOD 
prepared Hell ? _ 
Sr. Auffin offers to prove to Felix the. Manicher 
from the divine Scriptures, that Man hath the free- 
dom of his Will, atque inde peccare quemgue fi Velit, non 
peccare ſi nolit, and therefore, every Man fins if be will, 
and fins not if he will not : Agreeable to this, St. Baſil 1 
faith, There is a manifeſt Demonſtration of . the free-Will 
of Man, in thoſe Words of Iſaiah, if you. will, and if 
you will not, c.----Hearken not to Them (faith Cyrill 
of Jeruſalem ) who falſely interpret that of the 22 
Tf what I would not, that I do; but Remember Him who 
faid, If you be willing and obedient, and if you will not, 
&c.-- There is not an Order of Souls, who Sin or do Good 
by Nature, but both proceeds from our fre- Will. More- 
over St. Auſtin declares, If God had nat given Man free- 
Will, there could be no Fuſtice in Paniſhing the Offender, 
nor any Reward for Well-doing, nor any divine Precept re- 
guiring Men' to repent of their Sins; for neither the Wa- 


ges of Good or Evil can be duely given to him, who was 


Good or Evil,” not out of Freedom, but Neceſſity ;, nor is any 
Man to be blamed at all, who doth not freely do Evil. To this 
agree,Origen, E uſebius, Turtullian, Trengus, andClemens of 
Alexandria, GOD always preſerved the Liberty of the Will 
in Man, ſaith Irenqus, that They might juſtly Ze damned for 
their Diſobedience, who did not obey him, and that 7. Bey 
who believed and obeyed, might be honoured with incorrup- 
tibility. Go, ſaith St. Jerom, hath framed us with free 
Will, nor are we neceſſarily drawn to Vice or Vertue, for 
where there is Neceſſity, there is neither Condemnation nor 
Crown.----My Reader may fee a Multitude of Quo- 
tations from the Father's, both of the Greek and 
Latin Churches, collected by Doctor af; on the 
five Points, from whom I have taken theſe Quota- 
tions, ſhewing that the Fathers did really agree with 
St. Auftin in theſe Principles.----Now *tis too obvi- 
ous to need Proof, that cheſe Principles of St. Auſtin 
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axe really a Contradiction to, and ſubverſive. of thoſe 
Doctrines called Calviniſm. I ſhall therefore only In- 
france in one of thoſe Principles, which is this, | that 
10 Souls offend in not being ſuch as they cannot be.” 
Now if we are obliged to be juſt ſuch as we are, 
when we come into the World, and cannot be other- 
wiſe---which every Man living will allow ; then by 
this Rule we come” into this World innoffenſive, 
chargeable with no Fault, either of our own or of 
Adam's.---If St. Auſtin was conſiſtent with himſelf, 
he muſt have given up every one of thoſe Doctrines, | 
ſince called 3 according to the Preſident, for 
ſaith he, Pag. 38. Whoever therefore gives up 
« any one Article of Faith, muſt, if he is conſiſtent 
* with himſelf, give up another; which has a neceſ- 
** ſary Connection with it, or Dependence upon it: 
<* and ſo on till he gives up the Whole. 

Secondly, Wx St. Auſtin wrote againſt the Hes 
reſy of Pelagius, he recanted many of the Printiples 
he had advanced in his Diſpute againſt the Manichees : 
And the Principles he then aſſerted, were ſuch as 
might be called Calviniſm, as well as any Thing: 
But the Truth was, he neither agreed with himſelf, 
with his Diſciples, or with the Fathers, | 

Wren St. Auſtin undertook to Support the Doc- 
trine of original Sin againſt Pelagius, who denied it; 
he was neceſſitated to recant thoſe Principles he had 
advanced againſt the Manicbees: For if thoſe Frinci- 
ples were a Confutation of the Manicbhean Hereſy, 
they were equally a Confutation of the Doctrine of 
original Sin in St. Auſtin's Senſe of it: So that Pe- 
lagius, had no Occaſion to Uſe any Arguments a- 
gainſt St. Auſtin, but only thoſe that Auſtin had 
uſed againſt the Manachees ; and they were abſolutely 
concluſive againſt St. Auſtin, if he would abide. by 
them; and ſo the Diſpute muſt have ended in Fa- 
your of. Pelagius ; whic FAY very well knew ; and 


there re- 
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therefore flung them up. 'T ho' the F athers fill ad- 
* to thoſe Principles. 

Now (ſays Doctor Whithy) be it ſo that St. Auſt | 
& to defend himſelf againſt himſelf, renounced in his 
<« Diſcourſes againſt the Pilagians, moſt - of thoſe 
Things which he had ſaid in Confutation of the 
ce Manichees ; yet, ſeeing the Things he had then ſaid, 
< were evidently the Voice of Nature, and by his 
* on Confeſſion, the Voice of every Man's Conſcience, 
and that which learned and unlearned Poets and Ora- 
& tors, and Civilians, Heathens and Cbhriſtians, did una- 
* nimouſly ton; ſeeing the Chriftian Fathers, who lived 
«© before. him, in his Time, and-after him, and 
<« equalled, or much excelled him in Learning and 
Judgment, ſaid conſtantly the ſame. Things, and 
** never. thought fit to renounce one Tittle of any 
4 Thing, they had thus ſaid, Sc. Tis: manifeſt; 
<« that his Innovations and Diſcord from his- former 
< and better ſelf in this Matter, ought not to be re- 
* garded, in Oppoſition to the conſtant Senſe, and 
e the concurringJudgments of all theſe Fathers of the 
< Church. ” --- 'Notwithſtanding the Prefident has: 
aſſerted, that the Doctrines of St. Auſtin (meaning 
Calviniſtic Doctrines) were always the ſtanding 
Poctrines of the Chriſtian Church; yet it is evident 
from Proſpers Confeſſionywho was aDiſciple and Pu- 
pil of St. Auſtin's, that his, i. e. Auſtin's Doctrine of 
an abſolute Decree of Salvation, was a meer Novelty.— 
Proſper confeſſes, That even they who condemned Pe- 
<« lagius, rejected St. Auſtin's Doctrine of an abſolute 


_ © Decree of Salvation, as a-meerNovelty, for ſaith he, 


r many of theServants of Chri# in the City of Mar/eilles, 
* judge that which you / Auſtin) diſpute, of the calling 

709 7 the Eleli acccording to Purpoſe, to be contrary to the 
* Opinion of the Fathers, and the Senſe of the Church. 
«© They defend their Obſtinacy, Vetuſtate, by Antiquity, 
afin ming that the Things you yer from St. PauPs 
*_E>iftle to the Romans, a Nu! lo unquam Ecleſiaſti- 
VFA corum 
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corum ita eſſe Intellecta, were never ſo underſtood by 
any of the Ecclefraftical Men. And adds, That having 
reviſed the Opinions of Theſe that wrote before of this 
Matter, he found almoſt all of them to be of one and the 


'© ſame Judgment, that the Purpoſe and Predeſtination of 


© 
© 


* 


God was according to his Præſcience, and that he there- 


fore made ſome Veſſels of Honour, others of Difhonour, 


* becauſe he forſaw the End of every One, and what 
would be their Will and Aclions under the divine Aſſiſ- 
tanice.--- Agreeable to this, ſaid Melanchton, Scrip- 
tores Veteres omnes, præter unum Auguſtinum, 

ponunt aliquam cauſam Electionis in nobis Eſſe. 
All the Ancients, except one, St. Auſtin, aſſerted 
that there was Bens Cauſe of our Election 1 in our 
ſelves.“ 4 


 AGREEFABLE to This, ſaid Dr. Whitby, e Voffius de- 


clares that all the Fathers, before St. Auſtin's Time, 
think that Gop predeſtinated Men to Life from a 
Preſcience that they would live piouſly, or would 
believe and perſevere to the End; and this ſays 
Dr. Whitby, from what hath been diſcourſed, ap- 
peareth to have been the Doctrine of all the Com- 


mentators upon the 8th and gth Chapters of the 
* Romans, till St. Auſtin's Time, and of the Greek 


Commentators after his Time; to whom you may 
add, from him the Teſtimony of Irenzus, that 


Some coming to the Light, and Others refuſing ſo to do, 


that God who foreſeeth all Things, prepared fit Habi- 
tations for them both, Of Chryſofom, introducin g 
Christ, ſaying, Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
before you were born, becauſe I knew you would be 


fuch. Of Hilary ſaying, Many are Called but few 


Choſen, becauſe amongT hoſe that are called, God of his juſt 
Judgment chooſeth T hoſe that are honeſt. Ot St. Ambroſe 
ſaying, God who is no Reſpefter of Perſons, gives 


not to our Petitions but our Merits, according ts that 


of the Apofle, whom. he foreknew, he alſo did pre- 
ras for Cod did not predeftinate mY and then 
| fore- 
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*< fpreknous, but predefinated them to Rewards, whom 
<< be. foreknew to be worthy of them. Of St. Jerom ſay- 
<< ing, Men are not choſen for their Notions, but for their 
& Wells, he purpeſing to ſave by Faith alone, Thoſe 
* * whom he foreknew would believe, and laſtly, of The- 

lacꝭ, Many are called but Few are five becauſe 
& Few. are worthy. to be choſen by Gop ; for it is of 
& God that we are called, but o Ourſelves that we 
<<. are choſen or not.“ 

I. HAVE made theſe Quotations, not that we 
might eſtabliſh our Faith upon humane Authority, 
no, for-we have a far better Authority, nor yer to diſ- 
prove the Doctrine of original Sin, this is beſide my: 
intended Buſineſs in theſe Remarks; but to ſhew 
that St. Auſtin even in his Calviniſtick Character was 


not the Standard of Poctrines in theChriſtian Church, 


tho' the Preſident has thought proper to aſſert it 
Farthermore-I add, that St. Augtin agreed as ill with 
e as he did with the Fathers. 

From the Confeſſion of Proſper above cited, it 
appears that St. Aufin held the Doctrine of an abſo- 
lute Decree of Salvation: * This with Reſpect to 
< the End, is an abſolute Decree and Purpoſe of 
< bringing a certain Number of Perſons to eternal 
5 Life, without Long to their foreſeen Faith op 
66 Perſeverance. * Which I take to be pony 
to this Anſwer in our Catechiſm, via. Gop hav» 
<« ing out of his meer (no other Motive) good: Plea- 
< ſure, elected ſome to everlaſting Life,” &c. (“ Se. 


* congiy, as it reſpects the Means, it is an eternal 


<. Decree and Purpoſe of giving to theſe Men, and 
ce theſe alone, that effectual Grace which ſhall infal- 
< jibly and infruſtrably produce in them Faith; Sanc- 


=: keation and Perſeverance to the End.” Now 
it follows inevitably, that Thoſe that axe not che Sub- 
jects of this Decree, ſhall abſolutely - periſh eternal-- 


ly, this Biſhop Davenant owns, who ſays, no Me- 
4 diam can be . either on NEE Part be- 
LEES e £& twixt 


. (1 121 4 

6c twixt the Decrees of Predeſtinating ſome Menz 
„ and not Predeſtinating ſome Others; or on Men's 
«© Part, betwixt Men abſolutely predeſtinated to the 
« Attainment of Life eternal, and abſolutely pre- 
© termitted, and left infallibly to fail of the Obtain= 
„ ment of eternal Life, which we call abſolute Re- 
<* probation. As for Example (ſays: he) let us ſup- 
* poſe the Number of Mankind to be two Millions 
* of Men, if out of Theſe, one Million only, by 
* the Decree of Election, be infallibly appoinich to 
* eternal Life, and Theſe certainly and abſolutely. 
“ diſtinguiſhed, from Others, not only as to their 
Number, but their Perſons alſo, who can deny but 
« that one Million alſo, and Thoſe certain as to their 
«© Perſons, are as abſolutely compriſed under the De- 
e cree of non- Election or Reprobation, as the Others 
% were under the Decree of Election or Predeſtina- 
* tion ?”---So that it is juſt as certain that the non- 
Ele& will miſs of Salvation, as it is that the Elect 
will obtain it. 

No tho' St. Auflin held the Doctrine of an ab- 
ſolute Decree of Salvation, or Election to eternal 
Life; yet he held the Doctrine of univerſal Redemp- 
tion at the ſame Time; this is Evident from his own 
Words, omnes utique mortui ſunt in Peccatis Ne- 
mine prorſus excepto, et pro omnibus Mortuis vi- 
« vus Mortuus eſt unus, all Men, none at all excepted, 

« are dead in Sin; and for All that were dead, One that 
* liveth died.” And this he proves from thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 14. For if One died 
for All, then were All dead; and He died for All that They 
who live might not live to themſelves, but him that diet 
for them. It was Objected. by ſome of the Gallican 
Divines, as a Matter of Reproach to St. Austin, that 
he maintained, that it was not the Will of Gop that all 
Men ſhould be ſaved, and that a Saviour was not 
crucified for the Redemption of the whole World, &c. 
To which Proſper replies, that theſe were unjuſt Re- 
proaches, 
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_ | 
proaches, invented to blaſt the Memory of-St. Aubin 
that they were prodigious and blaſphemous Lies, and 
ſaid that they were impious and profane Opinions, 
Not. One of which ever came into the Heart of St. 
Auſtin. That St. Auſtin, believed the Doctrine of uni- 
yerſal Redemption, is evident from above 40 Places, 
cited .by..Dally, indeed it is not ſtrange, that he ſhould 
believe this Doctrine, as it was- the current Opinion 
of the Fathers, as may be proved from Vaſſus, ꝙ Ve- 
teris Eccleſiæ Judicium fuit, Chriſtum pro culpa uni- 
verſali hominibus providiſſe a remedio univerſali ſol- 
vendo, Lutron infiniti pretii, ne ejus defectu periret 
quiſpiam. i. e. It was the, Judgment of the ancient 
Church, that Clrif provided an univerſal Remedy for the 
univerſal Sin of Man, by paying a Price of Mme Vaſe, 
that no Man might periſh for Want cf it. And Dally, 
ſays Dr. Whitby, proves ſrom 1000 Teſtimonies of 
120 Fathers, the {ame Doctrine.. And concludes thus, 
Throughout eight Centyries of Chriſtianity, I find 
not one ſingle Perſon who directly and in Terms 
faith, that Chri9 died only for the Ble&,---It is ftrange 
now that St. Aufin, ſhould hold at the ſame Time 
the Doctrine of an abſolute Decree of Salvation be- 
cauſe it is a plain Contradiction to the Doctrine of 
univerſal Redemption, for the Doctrine of. univerſal. 
Redemption implies this at leaſt, that the Perſons 
thus redeemed are brought into a ſalvable State, a 
State in which it is poſſible for them to obtain Salva. 
tion; this is really a Contradiction to the Doctrine of 
abſolute Decrees, unleſs that Perſon who is in a Capa- 
city of obtaining eternal Lite, is abſolutely 2 
tated ever to obtain 1 it. 


2 6, erepoterag Paths at 5 We ad” 
Aud learn to walk by Stumbling on the Dead? 
Fir we a Bleſſing. from the Grave 8 2 3 
M orſtup old Urns, and Monument is agores 1” 
| The 
5 Whitly an the fre Pointe | 55 
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The Rev” rend tes with vat Eſteem, e prize; 
He lived long fince, and muſt 1 wond'rous Wiſe !--« 
POMFRET. - 

Tur Preſident has refered us to Biſhop Burnet on 
the 39 Articles, .for the Proof of this Biocon, 
. viz. . That the Doctrines of St. Auguſtine, have 
60 always been acknowledged as _e 8 2 Doc- 
6 trines of the Chriſtian Church.” . 12. This 
muſt be attributed to the Preſident's P nattenti- 
on, in reading the Biſhop; and as this Propoſition 
cannot be ſupported by the Biſhop, I have no other 
Way of ſolving the Difficulty, cf the Preſident's 
quoting him for that Purpoſe, but to ſuppoſe that 
the Preſident was ſo exceedingly attentive to the Sup-- 
porting of his own Syſtem, that he greedily catched 
at any. Thing in the Biſhop, that had even the Co- 
jour of a Support to it; and left wget every. 
Thing that had the contrary Appearance. 
As the Preſident has contented himſelf in tiers 
Reference to the Articles in general, without pointing 
out the Page or Pages, chat contain the Paſſages he 
builds upon; I am really at a Loſs, to: know what 
Paſſages in the Biſhop he tefers to: I have therefore 
no other Way of replying to this Point; but only to 
quote out of theRiſhop,one or troPaſſages upon which 
11 imaging the Preſident muſt build, as there is No- 


— 4 * . 


Purpoſe : Ag chen ſhow: that theſe Paſſages a are In- 


A ſufficient to ſupport the Preſident's Aſſertion. 


Bur before I proceed, I would juſt obſerye, that 
Biſhop Hurnet in his Expoſition on the 39 Articles, 
has made it his Care, with Regard to the Articles 
that are diſſ puted between the Calviniſts and Remon- 
ſirants, to repreſent impartially the Arguments: of 


each Party, which have been by them ſeverally pro- 


duced, for the Support of thoſe Articles in their 

Senſe of them. Which he has done in my Opinion, 

with great Judgment, F aithfulneſs, Charity, and 
Q RD 


Mode- 


( 224 ) 

Modetarion,” in Hondur to his Name be it f pol, 
But to proceed, The Paſſages which I ſhall obs from 
the Biſhop, as the Paſſages which I ſuppoſe the Preſi- 
dent builds upon, are ſome of thoſe Arguments 
which the Biſhop has advanced in Favour of the Cal- 
viniſts. The firſt Paſſage is on the 17th Article 
fifth Edition in Octavo Page 193, in theſe Words, 
The Ruin of the Roman Empire, and the Diſorders 
te that the Weſtern Provinces fell under by their new 
* and barbarous Maſters, occaſioned in thoſe Apes a 
* great Decay of Learning: So that few Writers of 
* Fame coming after that Time, St. Auſtin's great 
Labours and Piety, and the many vaſt Volumes 
* that he had left behind him, gave him fo great 
* Name, that Few durſt conteſt: What had been ſo 
** Zealouſly and fo copiouſty defended by him: And 

_ © thoꝰ it is highly probable, that Celeſtine was not ſa- 
e tisfied with his Doctrine; yet both he and the o- 
** ther Biſhops of Rome, together with many Provin- 

. *© cial Synods, have ſo often declared his Doctrine 
in thoſe Points to be the Doctrine of the Church, 
*© that this is very hardly got over by Thoſe of that 
“ Communion” ? 

Now whatever an inatfentivg Reader might judge 
of the forecited Paſſage, *tis far from proving the 
Preſident's Aſſertion; for firſt, tis not a Predication 
upon the Whole Chriſtian Church; but only of the |, 
Weſtern, Latin, or Romiſh Church. 

SrconDLY, *Tis not declared what DoAtines were 
preached even in that Church, before St. Auſtin's 
Time. And there will appear leſs in this Quotation 
to the Preſident's purpoſe, if we conſider what the 

Biſhop has afſerted in the fame Page, viz. © But if 
c“ St. Auſtin's Name, and the credit of his Books went 
« far, yet no Book was more read in the following 
* Apes, then C2ffian's Collations. There was in them 
& a clear Thread of good Senſe, and a very high 
— Strain of Piety run through them; and they were 

thought 


„ 


. 
F. 


1 


7 thought the beſt Inftitutions, for a Monk to form his Ming by 


cc reading them attentively ; ſo that they ſtill carried down among 
© Thoſe who read them, deep Impreſſions of the Doctrine of th. 
& Greek Church.”--Now this Caſſian was aDiſciple of St. CH Ham, 
(Biſhop Burner Page 192) and taught the Semi-Pelagian Prin. 
ciples f i. e. A Medium between Au/in and Pelagius.“ 

Tut ſecond Paſſage I ſhall cite, is under the gth Article, on O. 
riginal or Birth-Sin, Page 1.45: The Biſhop having explained 
ſome Texts in the Romans, in the Senſe of the Calviniſts, adds in 
their behalf, theſe Words, © And this Explanation does certainly 
4 quadrate, more intirely to the Words of the Articles, as it is 
90 known, that this was the tenct of Thoſe who prepared the Arti- 

les, it having been the generally receiv'd Opinion from St. A 
05 4 s Days downward.” All that can be proved from this Paſſage 
is, that the Doctrines of St. Auſtin have been, ſince his Day, gene- 
rally received in the Romiſh Church, but it will by no De duction 
follow, that they have always been acknowledged as the ſtanding: 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Church, or that they were received even 


in the Romi/b Church before his Day. And this will appear the: 


more obvious if we conſider what the Biſhop has ſaid in the ver 
next Page, in Favour of the Remonſirants, by Way of Reply to 
the Above. Vi. „It is no ſmall Piczudice againſt this Opinion 
«. (Original Sin) that it was ſo long before it firſt appeared in ray 8 
« Latin Church; that it was never received in the Gres, 
« that even the Weflern (or Romiſþ ) Church, though Pede, 
« for ſome ignorant Ages it received it, as it did every Thing el., 
« very implicitly, yet has been very much divided about it, ard 
«© many other Opinions related to it, or ariſing out of it,” I ha 
upon peruſal of Biſhop Burnet found nothing, more to the Preſ. 
dent's Purpoſe than the two Paſſages I have quoted; if I had, 
would have done the Preſident the Juſtice to have quoted that al“ 
and the moſt that can be proved touching this Matter, from ti. 
Biſhop is, that the Doctrines of St. Auſtin, have generally bc-:; 
the received Doctrines of the Romi/> Church, tho' even ch. ar 
Church has been very much divided reſpecting them, but ti 
they never were received in the Greek Church. 
Bur that which puts this Matter out of Diſpute, and ſhevs 
beyond all Contradiction, that the Preſident has miſtaken his Au- 
thority, and that the Biſhop will not ſerve his Turn, is what ha 


- Biſhop has declared in the 15th and 16th Pages of his Preface i 


theſe Words. There is no Part of this whole Work, in Whicn 
* have laboured with moreCare, and have writ in a more uncoz: - 
«© mon Method, than concerning Prediſtination. For, as m 


*“ ſmall reading had carried me further in that Controverſy, than 


any other whatſoever, both with Relation to Ancients ard 
Q2.: & Modern, 


$ Sem Pelagianiſm, was never condemned by the Church of Goo, = 


9 Dr. Whitey, Pag. xv. Preface. 


4 * * 4 — „ 
rn eee I BO 7 „ » 


40 Iadkrnt, and to the molt 41 in all che different Parties, fo 1 
** weighed-the Article with that impartial Care that I thought 
* became me, and have taken a Merhid which is, for ought I 
know, new, of Stating the Arguments of all Sides with ſo 
% much Fairneſs, that Thoſe who Lhew my own Opinion in this 
* Point, have owned to me, that they could not diſcover it by 


* any Thing that I had written. They were inclined to think 


« that I was of another Mind than they took me to be, when 
* they read my Arguings of that Side: I have not in the Ex- 
8 planation of that Article told what mine o]/nOpinion was, yet here 
&« I think it may be fitting to own, that I follow the Doctrine of 
&« the Greek Church, from which St. Auſtin departed and formed 
& a NEW SYSTEM,” thus far he. Was this. Biſhop Burnet then 
fit to be produced by the Preſideut, to prove, that the Doctrines 
of St. Auſtin, had always been acknowledged, as the ſtanding | 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Church, after having declared in ex- 

peſs Terms, that St. Auſtin had departed from the Gree Church, and 


formed a newSyſtem, i. e. a Set of Doctrines that had never been re- 


ceived in that Church or any other. Eiſe what does he mean by, 
formed a.new Syflem.? From whence 'tis evident, that Biſhop Bur- 
ner has, not only, not proved the Preſident's Aſſertion, but that 
he thought it not capable of being proved Upon the Whole I 
will venture ſay, that when the Preſident ſhall prove his Aſſertion 
by Biſhop Barnet, I will prove from the ſame Biſhop allo, that 
there never has been wrote an Expofigon n the 39 Articles 0 
the Church of England. *.. 

In Page 34 75 the Preſident, « [ have bein the more part. 
« cular in relating the Artifices of the ancient Arians, in diſguiſin 
«« their Principles, becauſe I ſuppoſe, the ſame Art is praftiſed 
4e by their Succeſſors,” the Preſident would have applied Artifices 
and Diſguiſes to Others with a much better Grace, if he had told 
us who their Succe/ſors were. I wonder for my Part, that he has 
the Front to be fo laviſh of his Artifices and Diſguiſe after having 
wrote this invidious Piece, which is ſtuffed with nothing elſe but 


Arie, Diſguiſe and Infinuations. This Piece is ſo unintelligible, ' 


to the Bu/k of the Country, at leaſt, who are at ſome Remove 
from the Centre of Action, that I ſhould think it very Neceſſary 


that the Author ſhould go through the Country and in a pri vate 


Manner explain himſelf, and point out the Perſons he aims at ; 
or People will never be like to know what Vie to make of 
this New-Scheme. 

Page 39: he ſays, Condeſcention has no more to do with Ar- 
« ticles of Faith, then with Propoſitions in the Mathematicks. * 
I really believe he thinks as he ſays; and that he Practiſes as 
he thinks, and that his Piece is a full Proof of it; for a Man would as 
foon learn Condeſcention (which is a Chriſtian Temper) from Eu- 
clid's Elements, as from thisPiece of the Preſident's. Divines tell us, 


Hat our Religion nb of two 2 8 Things 10 be . 
1475 99 — c — LS * 


* ” 
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e 
and the Credenda, Things to be believed. Now Condeſcention has 
no more to do with the Agenda of Religion, than with the Cre. 
denda ; unleſs it be better for a Man to do wrong than to think 
wrong ; if ſo, our Teachers may for the Future ſpare their Paing 
in Cultivating this Principle. | 55 
As Men who draw towards the cloſe of Life generally grow 
more Charitable; ſo Mr. Prefident as he draws towards the Cloſe 
of this Piece, would be thought to have ſomething of this Tem- 
per, when he ſays in Page 40, But I am free, that every Man 
© ſhould examine for himſelf, and then openly declare what he 
&* finds.” People who know that Mr. Prefident locks up a 
Number of Books from the Scholars to prevent their reading of 
them will doubtleſs believe he is very ſiucere in this Delaration. 
In Page 41, Mr. Preſident has theſe Words, « I have been 
© credibly informed by a Miniſter that he heard another Miniſter 
* in New-England, ſince ejected and deceaſed, preach upon theſe 


„% Words, Micah vi. 8. He hath ſhexwed thee O Man, &c. and the 
* Subſtance of his Sermon was, That every Man by the Light 


& of Nature knew what was Good for himſelf, and moſt tended 
4c to make him happy, and that every Man by purſuing his own 
« particular Diſpoſition and Inclination, makes himſelf in this 
&« World, and will be happy in the World to come.” It would 
have been more decent for the Preſident to have ſaid nothin 
about this Gentleman, ſeeing he was in his Grave, and had ſtood 
or fell to: his- own Maſter, than to have diſturbed him ; this ſhews 
us, that even the Grave itſelf is no Security tor a Man (ſuppoſed 
to be a Heretick) againſt his Adverſaries, and that there are Men 
now, of the ſame Temper with the fifth General Council who de- 
creed, “ that the dead ſhould be anathematized.” The Preſident 
it ſcems would be thought to be very favourable to this Gentle- 
man, in not. mentioning his Name, this would be expoſing of 
him : But it is not expofing of him at all, to point him out, and 
de:cribe him, by his being ſince ejected and dead? Here is no 
Art:fice! | \ 


I Have now finiſhed my Remarks on Mr. Preſident's Piece, 


and have only to give one or two Reaſons for my not ſubſcribing 
my Name to thele Remarks. — | ; 


Firſt, TaaT a Book often obtains Credit, /o/ely on the Account 


of the Subſcriber ; and all that can be ſaid in Favour of it, is, that 


ſuch a Man was the Author: Whereas, if it had not been ſub- 


_ ſcribed, it would have gained no Credit at all: Now if my Piece 


is of this Sort, I am content that this ſhould be its Fate. : 
Secondly, I can't conceive of any Advantage that an Author's 
Name can ju/tly be to his Piece, eſpecially if it conſiſts in Reaſon- 
ing and Argumentation; for if the Arguments are concluſive, 
they are ſo without the Name of its Author, and if they are not 
concluſive, the Name of the Author ſhould give them no 
Sænction. e #4" N--4 
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